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Heads Up
Nov. 15: Pool & Ping
Pong Nights with
STANG, 7-9 p.m.
Come enjoy a challenge!
Located in the pool room.
Walk-ins welcome.

Nov. 16: Hot Lunch Hot
Topics Wednesday—“Who
are the stolen sisters?”
12:30-1:30 p.m.
Come learn why homicide
is the third leading cause
of death among Indigenous
women. Held in the JEDI
room.

Nov. 16: Spikeball League
with STANG, 6-8 p.m.
Stop by the UC to participate
in a fun and competitive night
with Spikeball League.

Dec. 5: Stress Buster:
singer Emma Jude
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Join M2AP Board in the UC to
listen to Emma Jude, a singersongwriter from upstate New
York, who has recently won
the SAMMY award for best
pop album of 2019.
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Students clean sisters’ graves

MMU student
recovering after
nearby shooting
By Annie Barkalow
Editor-in-Chief

A

21-year-old Mount
Mercy University student was injured in
a shooting Thursday afternoon,
Nov. 3. The incident took place
near the intersection of Elmhurst
Drive Northeast and Hazel Drive
Northeast near campus shortly
before 4 p.m.
The student, who is expected
to fully recover, sought shelter at
nearby Regis Middle School after
the incident. An MMU statement
issued Nov. 4 noted that the
student was released from the
hospital and will recover at home
with his parents
Soon after the incident,
cross-country team members
were told a runner had been shot
near campus, said Carley Beck,
junior in cross country.
“We were all really shocked,
sad and silent when we heard
this,” Beck said. “We sat close to
each other in the coach’s office
and thought of prayers or a card
we could send.”
The team was understandably shaken, but Emily Weiss,
senior team member, said “being
together really helped.”
According to a statement
issued by the Cedar Rapids
Police, the investigation is ongoing, but preliminary indications
point to the victim being caught
in gunfire exchanged between
two or more shooters near the
intersection. Several homes
received bullet damage in the
incident.
As a precaution, MMU,
Garfield Elementary and Regis
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University offers shuttle
continued on page 3

McKenzie Magnus and Angelica Contreras, students in Dr. Norma Linda Mattingly’s portal class,
“Immigrants & Literacy” clean and place flowers on a grave at Mount Calvary Cemetery Nov. 3. The class
visited graves of the Sisters of Mercy at the cemetery the same week as two Catholic days honoring the
departed, All Saints Day Nov. 1 and All Souls Day Nov. 2. The students cleaned graves, placed flowers and
read stories of the sisters buried in the Catholic cemetery about a mile northeast of campus. (Times photo
by Jaclyn Wooldridge)

Echoes of war at MMU
Ukranian Christmas song
to be played; soccer
coach reflects on conflict
By Morgan Ingwersen
Assistant Editor

T

he ongoing war in Ukraine will cause bells
to ring at MMU, and influenced one MMU
coach and student program director to deeply
remember his own experience of war in Europe.
Carolyn Sternowski, the coordinator for liturgical music, said she wants to offer support to
Ukraine by ringing the famous Ukrainian Bell
Carol on handbells. A group of mostly students,
with one professor, will ring the song.
“This is a beautiful piece of music that most people will recognize,” Sternowski said. “I am suggesting that we do it at the Ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service on Nov. 21, as well as at a Mass on Sunday
(tentatively Nov. 20).”
Residents in northern Ukraine have resorted to
using plastic sheeting to cover the broken windows
to keep some heat in their homes. According to
the World Health Organization, more than 800,000

homes have been damaged since February.
This war brings
“I am not optimistic
back flashbacks of a
that it (Russia-Ukraine
similar time for Amir
war) will end soon. It
Hadzic, director of
(war) only lasted four
international student
recruitment and head
years in Bosnia, but it
men’s soccer coach. It
takes decades to come
is painful for Hadzic
back from war.”
to see Ukraine sufferAmir Hadzic, director of
ing the same way that
international student
his home country of
Bosnia was suffering in
recruitment and head
the 1990s.
men’s soccer coach.
“I would get up in
the morning and have
a family meeting with
my brother and my parents,” Hadzic said. “My
dad would say, ‘I’m in charge of wood today’. My
brother said, ‘I will be in charge for food.’ I’d say
that I’ll be in charge of water. The nearest source
was about four or five miles away, you stay in a
line together with hundreds of other people, pray-
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Wild n’ Out

MTV comedian brings laughs to the UC
By Kevenson Nelson
Staff Writer

O

n Nov. 2, M2AP
Board hosted Brent
Pella, a stand-up
comedian, actor, and newest cast member on MTV’s
Wild ‘n Out. It was a privilege to watch Pella perform and make everybody
laugh.
Pella used a lot of
humor, and he was very
professional. He shared a
bit about why you should
not fly on Spirit Airlines. It
was hilarious and laughs
were definitely shared
throughout the crowd.
There was a student
named Erin, and she had a
notebook with her sitting
in the back, close to the cafeteria. Studying her major,
sociology, Pella asked her
what she was studying. She
replied to Brent “Death and
Dine.” What’s funny was
not the question, it was the
way she said it, and that
made everyone giggle.
The event was not large,
but it was fun, and everybody seemed to enjoy it
and have fun.
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MMU to add master
of science in supply
chain management
By Annie Barkalow
Editor-in-Chief

I

Comedian Brent Pella performs in the UC Nov. 2. (Times photo by Kevenson Nelson)

n response to a growing
market demand and local
and regional needs, Mount
Mercy has announced it will
add a ninth and new graduate
program, a Master of Science
in Supply Chain Management
(MSSCM), according to a statement made by the University.
The program will start on Feb.
9.
“This program was built
with feedback from industry
experts—and is taught by
industry practitioners,” said
Marcie Van Note, director of
Mount Mercy’s business and
leadership graduate programs.
“Our diverse, globalized supply chain needs safe, ethical,
socially responsible and sustainable practices that favorably
impact the bottom line. That—
combined with strategy and
analytical skills—will be the
focus of this degree.”
According to the statement,
MSSCM complements the
existing Master of Business
Administration and Master of
Strategic Leadership degrees

and is best suited for recent
graduates and working adults
who would benefit from formal
training. No prerequisites are
required, except that students
must at least work part-time in
the business field.
Designed to best-fit students’ life demands, all coursework is online and can be completed within 12-18 months.
The 31-credit hour program is
designed to be practical and
empower students to understand the essential elements
of supply chain demand.
Graduates of the program
should find it applicable right
away.
“The need for supply chain
management professionals is
becoming greater as we see
businesses make their home in
the Corridor—and as they grow
and earn kudos as successful,
benchmarked examples of
manufacturing and commerce,”
said Nicole McElligott, associate director of supply chain
excellence at Collins Aerospace
and adjunct professor at Mount
Mercy.

Catholic high schools have chance to earn college credit
By Riley Rundquist
Staff Writer

M

ount Mercy University is starting
a college credit program that
includes most of the Archdiocese
of Dubuque’s Catholic high schools called
Mustang U.
The Mustang U Program provides dual
enrollment courses. According to Todd
Coleman, Vice President for Enrollment
and Marketing, these courses are taught
by a high school teacher at their high
school, allowing high school students to

earn both high school and college credits.
Currently, 57 students are enrolled in
this program. Partnering high schools
in the 2022-2023 school year include
Dyersville Beckman, Gilbertville Don
Bosco, Waterloo Columbus, and Cedar
Rapids Xavier.
Mustang U also hosts remote courses.
These courses are taught by Mount Mercy
faculty to high school students using the
Brightspace learning management system.
It will allow high school students to earn
Mount Mercy credit and, possibly, high
school credit if the high school chooses.

Mount Mercy faculty who are participating in this program include assistant professor of sociology Lacey Ritter
(Introduction to Sociology), assistant
professor of mathematics Eyad Said (Basic
Statistics), and assistant professor of religious studies Philip Drey (Introduction to
World Religions).
Drey, the director of Mustang U,
remarked that in addition to the programs
offering college credit, Mustang U hosts
different conferences and programs. For
high school teachers and administrators, there is the new Forward in Faith

Conference, as well as IGNITE, a faith formation workshop for the faculty, staff, and
administration of Catholic high schools in
the Archdiocese. The Catholic High School
Leadership Institute is a leadership conference offered by Mustang U specifically
for high school juniors. The Mount Mercy
University Education Department partnered with the Religious Studies Program
to form the Catholic School Teachers
Academy. The CSTA’s goal is to recruit
new teachers for K-12 Catholic schools.
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Hadzic: Grateful for ‘little things’

A Cedar Rapids
Police officer
chats with Dr.
Todd Olson,
MMU president;
and Joe Cerruto,
director of public
safety, near the
site where an
MMU student
was injured
by gunfire
Nov. 3. (Image
contributed by
Joe Sheller)
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Campus briefly

continued from page 1

Middle School instituted a lockdown that lasted about an hour.
The CRPD does not believe there
is any ongoing threat, and the
lockdown ended around 5 p.m.,
although police remained on site,
looking for evidence.
When the shooting took place,
many on campus could hear
it—a quick sequence of 20 or so
pops that some said sounded like
fireworks, which MMU president
Todd Olson called “frightening,
and very troubling.”

“It’s very frustrating,” Olson
said in a press conference following the shooting. “We work
so hard to build a campus
community that is supportive,
welcoming and safe for students,
faculty and staff and certainly
for our neighbors, as well. When
something like this happens, it is,
frankly, very disturbing.”
In a statement to the campus,
Mount Mercy has said that it will
implement a shuttle service Nov.
4 for students from main campus to the Rinderknecht Athletic
Complex and Plaster Athletic
Complex. The shuttle will meet
outside the Busse Center atrium
and run on the hour.
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Monday-Thursday: 7 a.m. to
10 p.m.
Friday: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday: 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.
In addition to this service,
Campus Security continues to
offer a chaperone service for students and employees.
MMU will provide counseling
for students, faculty and staff
Tuesday through Friday, and the
CRPD increased patrols in the
area for several days after the
incident.
Editor’s Note: Morgan
Ingwersen, assistant editor,
helped report this story.

T

he Mount Mercy Times is a biweekly
student publication serving MMU
students, faculty, and staff and those
close to the Mount Mercy University community.
The Times is published on alternate Thursdays
during the school year.
In addition, the Times maintains a studentrun website for the dissemination of news in
various forms, which can include Times TV
video stories. Membership on the staff of the
Times is open to any MMU student, full- or
part-time, undergraduate or graduate. Please
attend one of our staff meetings, which are all
open to the public, or contact an editor or our
advisor for more information. Meetings will be
announced in the paper, via social media and
with on-campus posters.
Staff Writers are listed by name on the
stories they write, photographers are credited
on photos.

ing a mortar would not come at
that time and kill you.”
Hadzic remembers the
long walk to find water. It
was exhausting, but the most
exhausting part was not the
numerous mile hike to find
water, it was the climb up eight
flights of stairs after totaling
between eight and 10 miles for
the day.
In Kyiv, nearly 1,000 heating
stations have been set up to provide residents a place to warm
up, charge their phone and drink
tea in case of an event such as
missile attacks that will knock
out the heat and power to the
city.
The U.S. is doing its best to
offer support to Ukraine without obliviating its relationship
with Russia. “We are essentially
‘tiptoeing’ around the situation,”
Hadzic said.
Hadzic also mentioned that
a solution to this war cannot be
done politically.
“Russia is throwing random people in the war,” stated
Hadzic. “People are fleeing
Russia, so they do not have to
fight a war they do not want to
be a part of.”
After living through a similar

C

ontent in the Times represents student
writers, and is not official communication
from Mount Mercy University. Editorials
express the opinions of the Editorial Board
and may not be shared by the university nor
by all individual Times staff members. Bylined
commentaries and cartoons reflect the opinions
of the writer or artist.
Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letters
should be concise, 300 words or less, and
preferably emailed. The author’s name, phone
and address must be included. The name is
published with the letter. Longer commentary, in
the form of guest columns, is also encouraged.
Besides the name, a photograph of the author is
published with guest columns.
The Times reserves the right to edit or omit
submissions. Letters and other submissions
may be sent to the Times via email, campus
mail or brought to the Times office in the lower
level of the Busse Library.

war, Hadzic is grateful he gets to
enjoy all the little things.
“I enjoy being able to have
running water in my home, a
wonderful family, the ability to
work at this University, etc.”
Hadzic said.
Escaping from war taught
Hadzic one major thing, as well,
you learn who your true friends
are.
“I am not optimistic that it
(Russia-Ukraine war) will end
soon,” stated Hadzic. “It only
lasted four years in Bosnia, but
it takes decades to come back
from war—economy, population,
structures, government, etc.”
Todd Olson, president of
Mount Mercy, stated: “The
Critical Concerns of the Sisters
of Mercy call us to focus on nonviolence and to pray for peace,
and to focus on immigration and
show compassion for so many
people who have been displaced
and traumatized.
“We can also demonstrate
our support through a variety of non-profits that are
active in addressing the needs
of Ukraine and of all the people
affected. One particular group
that we respect is Catholic Relief
Services - their campaign can be
supported at: https://support.
crs.org/donate/donate-ukraine.”

The Times sells advertising space.
Advertisers are responsible for their own
content, but the Times reserves the right to
refuse an ad at it’s discretion.
The Mount Mercy Times will not print
material found to be in poor taste or that it
deems detrimental to a person’s personal
character. However, provocative comments on
matters of public interest are encouraged.
Letters are due Friday at noon for
consideration of publication the following
Thursday.
Mailing address:
Mount Mercy Times
Busse Library, Lower Level
1330 Elmhurst Drive NE
Cedar Rapids IA 52402
Web: mmutimes.org
Email: times@mtmercy.edu
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Opinion
Staff Editorial: Opinion of the Times editors

Shooting near campus
highlights gun violence

A

ccording to The
Educational Fund to Stop
Gun Violence, in the
United States, around 40,000
people are killed by guns each
year; that’s almost as many as
those killed by kidney disease
each year.
Gun violence is an extremely
prevalent issue in America right
now, and this was amplified on
our campus on Thursday, Nov. 3.
Gun violence is recognized as
a national public health epidemic, and it consists of homicide,
violent crime, suicide, attempted suicide, and unintentional
death and injury. The rate at
which people are killed by guns
in the U.S. is almost 25 times
higher than other high-income
countries. There is currently no
federal law that requires those
purchasing guns to experience
a background check. Therefore,
criminals and other prohibited
people can buy guns from unlicensed sellers and easily steer
clear of background checks.
This danger is apparent in mass
shootings; one in three occurrences consisted of a shooter that
was legally banned from owning
a gun.
How does this affect college

students, more specifically at
Mount Mercy? Aside from the
recent tragedy that occurred
near our campus and resulted
in an injured student on Nov.
3, at least 155 people have been
injured and 86 have been killed
due to gun violence on U.S.
college campuses between 2013
and 2021. According to the crime
statistics report for 2021 that the
Cedar Rapids Police Department
released, there were 28 incidents of people being shot. Of
these incidents, 32 people were
wounded and seven were killed.
Fortunately, Mount Mercy prohibits the possession and use of
firearms and other dangerous
weapons on campus. However,
learning about gun safety and
the effects of gun violence is still
a vital step towards eliminating
this pressing concern.
Although it may seem like
your voice and actions won’t
make a difference, there are
many steps you can take to cause
change. Simple tasks include
educating yourself on gun violence and safety, establishing a
culture of gun safety, especially with youth, and voting for
leaders who advocate for gun
control.

Nov. 10, 2022
Opinion by Catherine Kratoska, Opinion Editor

Should high schoolers
be able to earn college credit?

H

igh school students taking online college courses has been a growing
phenomenon. Well before the
pandemic, community colleges
began to offer online “anytime,
anywhere” college-level courses
to high school students in nearby school districts. I myself took
my first college class online in
2016 during my sophomore year
of high school. But is it a good
idea to allow high school students to get this head start on
higher education?
I attended a small public
school in rural Iowa that did
not have a large assortment of
classes. The highest-level classes were Advanced Placement
courses, and even then, we only
had AP U.S. History and AP
Chemistry. This made the free
online courses so much more
appealing to students like me
who needed an extra challenge
in certain academic areas. The
head start on college was an
exciting bonus for students and
their families who wanted to
attend college after graduating
high school but were short on
money.
While I was not one of them,

lem with these online classes is
some students are even able to
actually learning the material.
graduate from high school with
When students do all their work
their associate degree, saving
within a few weeks instead of
tens of thousands of dollars.
spreading out over a semester,
As higher education becomes
it is highly unlikely that they
more and more expensive, any
will remember most of what
amount of free college can be
they learned in a few months,
life changing.
let alone years down the line.
So, what’s the catch? The
In high school, I took a course
idea of “anytime, anywhere”
on human
classes means
evolution
that a student
and passed it.
can often wait
The idea of “anytime,
While I rememuntil the final
anywhere” classes means
ber enjoying
few weeks of
that a student can often
the course, I
the semester
wait until the final few
could not tell
to do any
work and still
weeks of the semester to to you the difference between
pass the class.
do any work and still pass
homo erectus
Online tests
the class.
and homo habiare frequently
lis now, years
unproctored,
later.
which means
Does this mean that these
that students can cheat with
college courses are useless? No,
little to no consequences. Many
I don’t think so. I know my high
professors realize this and creschool experience was made
ate their classes accordingly,
better by the more challenging
but many others continue to
material, and it saved me thouhold their students to the honor
sands of dollars. However, not
system. Not all students will
only do I think there is room
resort to cheating, of course, but
for improvement, but improvefor many, the temptation is too
ments need to be made for these
great.
classes to be successful.
Possibly the biggest probOpinion by Matthew Murphy, Staff Writer

Thanksgiving: Show gratitude with acts of service

T

hanksgiving is a holiday of giving
back to your community, friends,
and family, where we gather together to celebrate all the things we are grateful for.
When celebrating this holiday I like to
think how we can do good in our lives to
help others out. During this time of the
year, I like to think about all the things we
are thankful for. There are many things in
my life that I am grateful for and it is all
the people that I am surrounded by: either
my family or all the people who have
helped me in my life.

I would like to see how the Mount
Mercy Community can give back to others
and help others that have been there for
us while we have been on campus. There
are many activities that I am grateful for
at Mount Mercy and I feel there are many
activities that we can do to give back
to our community. As a community we
can help out others by raking our neighbors’ leaves or picking up trash around
the community. I feel that helping our
community around this time of the year
is a very polite and meaningful way to
embrace how thankful you are.

Another great thing about
Thanksgiving is catching up with your
family and friends at the Thanksgiving
dinner table if you haven’t seen them in a
while. Seeing your friends and family is
something I am very grateful for because
they have done so much for me in my
lifetime. How can you give back to your
family and friends who have helped you
to get where you are today?
One tradition during my Thanksgiving
is texting the people who I am grateful
for and thanking them for getting me
to where I am today. A text means a lot

to those people as they feel they have
encouraged you throughout your life.
Sometimes during this thankful holiday I
go to dinner with these people and catch
up with them and give back to them by
treating them to a nice dinner.
This is a time to give back to the people
you know and love. I encourage everyone
to do something generous during this
time of the year and make someone be
grateful for your presence. How can you
help your community and build stronger
relationships with the people you are surrounded by?
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Mental health
awareness promoted
at soccer games

Flashback:

Memories from the MMU Times
Election of 1992 sees Clinton victory;
student predicts he’ll be one-term president

Green color worn as sign

Compiled by Annie Barkalow
Editor-in-Chief

By Delcie Sanache
Sports Editor

T

5

he Bandana Project, STANG, and the men’s
and women’s soccer teams came together
recently to support mental health awareness
for student athletes.
On Oct. 25, the organizations and soccer teams
encouraged students and soccer game attendees to
wear green in order to raise awareness for mental
health, especially for athletes. Even though the
weather was not optimal, students, faculty, and
families still showed up in their green attire.
“I, myself, struggle with mental health, and I
know it’s something that’s not easy to do. So, you
know, if I can support other people, that also helps
me,” Angelica Contreras, freshman on the competitive cheer team, said.
When asked how the stigma that mental health
is not as important as physical health impacts
athletes, Kya Zimmerly, freshman, said, “I think it
affects them a lot because when people say that, I
think athletes are more likely to try to push themselves to do better, and then they have people telling them, ‘Oh, it’s just nothing to worry about.’ So,
I think they just push themselves too far, and it’s
something that I think coaches and teams, in general, should have a conversation about.”
Rhonda Martin, assistant to the athletic director,

Kya Zimmerly and Angelica Contretras were two greenwearing students attending an Oct. 25 women’s soccer
game, promoting mental health awareness. Both show
their green ribbons to support The Bandana Project.
(Times photo by Delcie Sanache)

attended this game, presenting her green attire
as well. She has personally witnessed the stigma
surrounding mental health affecting students and
athletes at Mount Mercy.
“I know a lot of them are afraid to go to counseling even when they need it because it’s right
there where everyone can see them walking out.
They shouldn’t be afraid because mental illness is a
real thing and to not acknowledge it is worse than
going and getting help,” she said.
Martin also explained how MMU athletics support receiving help for mental health, “Right now,
we have a new program that all of the athletes
are doing where it’s an online course in mental
health…and we also do bystander training and talk
about mental health and where they can get help.”
Free counseling services are available to anyone on the 2nd floor of the UC and at the Olson
Marriage & Family Therapy Clinic at the Mount
Mercy University Graduate Center.

30 years ago: 1992
MMC students get out the vote
Election ’92 is over, and we all
breathe a sigh of relief.
One student was happy to
see Bill Clinton elected to the
presidency after campaigning for
him vigorously. Another one was
disappointed George Bush didn’t
make the cut. Speaking of Bill
Clinton, he said, “He’ll be out in
four years, when the people wise
up to what they’ve done. It will
be just like Jimmy Carter in the
’70s.”
One controversial topic in this
year’s election was the Equal
Rights Amendment, which Iowa
voters barely rejected.
15 years ago: 2007
MMC offers athletic scholarships
For the first time in school
history, MMC will offer athletic
scholarships.
On Nov. 3 the Board of
Trustees voted to offer athletic

scholarships beginning in the
fall of 2008. The plan to offer the
scholarships was proposed to the
Board by athletic director Scott
Reisinger and Phil Adams, vice
president of enrollment and student services.
One of the goals of the scholarship is to increase enrollment.
5 years ago: 2017
Board OKs 4% tuition hike
Mount Mercy University’s
Board of Trustees has announced
a 4% increase in the tuition and
room and board rates for the
2018-2019 school year. In addition, a new technology fee will
also be implemented starting
next fall.
Last year, tuition and room
and board rates were raised by
3%. The new technology fee is
$100 per semester for a traditional student, $80 per semester for
a part-time student, and $30 per
semester for adult Advance students. For a traditional full-time
student, the total of tuition, fees
and room and board next year
will be $41,532.

Review by Morgan Ingwersen, Assisstant Editor

Hocus Pocus 2: Evil sisters less spooky and less fun, too

A

lmost 30 years after the
release of Hocus Pocus,
the Sanderson sisters
have been resurrected for Hocus
Pocus 2. This long-awaited
movie has been praised by many,
but I see it as contradictory and
have been left disappointed.
Hocus Pocus is a Halloween
classic; it has adequate casting,
fantastic performances, emotional attachment to characters and
strong female roles. The original
offers a strong and solid plot,
leaving this movie as a refreshing
token from the ‘90s. The return
of the Sanderson sisters has been
something I have been clamoring

for. Hocus Pocus 2’s story falls
completely flat from the original.
Hocus Pocus 2 did not live up
to the hype that it gave off over
the past year. The Sanderson
sisters’ backstory fell short. It did
not reveal any more about their
journey after getting the book.
The sisters were also not as evil
as in the first movie. In the first
movie, they would kill as many
kids as possible to remain young
and live longer. I was hoping
to see a more It-like premise of
child-killing after 29 years, but I
suppose they could not be bothered to have a little fun with the
movie.

I thought the Sanderson
sisters would come back eviler
and wanting revenge, but they
seemed to have come back soft
and more comedic than before.
The jokes felt super forced in the
movie and a few were recycled
from the first movie—they were
not as funny when they were
told the first time in the first
movie. The movie was more
focused on the sisters’ bond rather than their evil acts.
Along with the lack of evil,
Hocus Pocus 2 relied too much
on the nostalgia of the first
movie. There were too many
subplots and not enough time to

explore them. In addition to the
return of the Sanderson sisters,
the movie followed this broken
friendship between Becca and
Izzy, revealing that Becca is a
witch. This left so many questions for me, and I am confused
as to why she got powers.
One other question that comes
to mind is how the Sanderson
sisters knew so many musical
numbers if they had been dead
for 29 years. There is no explanation as to how they know songs
like “One Way or Another.”
While these performances from
the Sanderson sisters are fun,
they are still illogical. If they

had taken out all the
musical numbers, they could
have made more room for some
of the sub-plot holes, making the
movie stronger and better. But I
suppose they were bringing back
nostalgia with the performances
that originally brought the charm
of Hocus Pocus.
Overall, this movie left me
disappointed after almost a year
of being excited for the release of
a sequel to my all-time favorite
Halloween movie. The storyline
was lacking and contained too
many plot holes for my taste. It
left me confused and unwilling
to rewatch it.
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Men’s and women’s basketball secures two wins at home
By Delcie Sanache
Sports Editor

T

he men’s basketball team set
the tone for their season in
their home-opener on Friday,
Nov 4. Securing the lead in the first
half, they didn’t ease up on the
Waldorf Warriors for the entire game,
winning 70-64.
After the first half, the Mustangs

(Above) Ryan Bartley preparing
to shoot a free throw, one of
his 20 points during the game.
(Right) Anthony Horton, Jr.
signaling to teammates the next
play. (Times photos by Joselyn
Hildebrand)

were in the lead by 12 points. When
they came back for the second half,
they could feel the Warriors fighting to keep up with them. Waldorf
scored 41 points to Mount Mercy’s 35
in the last half. This is when sophomore Ryan Bartley contributed 14 of
his 20 total points for the game.
Also contributing points were
junior Anthony Horton, Jr. with 12,
sophomore Rusmir Hamzic with
9, sophomore Cole Hrubes with 8,
and senior Kenny Clay, junior Riley
Pankey and senior Cody Westcott
with 7 apiece. Horton put up 7
rebounds and 3 assists, and Clay
gave 4 assists and 3 steals as well.
Pankey and Westcott contributed 5
rebounds each.
The women’s basketball team
played an impressive game on Friday
as well, beating the Warriors 67-47 in
their second win straight. They took
an early lead in the 1st quarter and

lengthened this lead by 13 points in
the 2nd quarter.
The Mustangs took a small yet
effective lead of 2 points in the 1st
quarter, only to gain a significant 18
points, compared to the Waldorf’s
5, in the 2nd quarter. They held
this lead until the end of the game.
Mount Mercy’s win was shown in
their free throw percentage of 66.7%
and 53 rebounds.
Adding to the team’s 53 rebounds
were sophomore Annika Headington
with 11, junior Madison Dreckman
with 9, senior Cristian Patron with
8, and junior Anais Bonnemaison
with 6. Headington also contributed 17 points, along with 11 from
Dreckman, and 9 from senior Sammy
Mia. Freshman Sadie Struchen and
senior Marissa Brantley both put 8
points on the scoreboard as well.

Mustangs make quick work of Pride
By Tucker Cole
Staff Writer

T

he Mustangs had no problem
handling the Pride. As they
took 3 of the 5 sets in a sweeping fashion.
Mount Mercy came to the game
with a record of (19-8), (11-7 in conference) and were clicking on all
cylinders. Clarke, with a record of
(4-22), (1-17 in conference), was not
a match for the herd. The Mustangs
played great team volleyball
throughout the night.
Clarke had miscues all over the
court and the herd saw the mistakes

Sports
in Short
Mustang soccer takes
a win and a loss
On Oct. 22, the men’s and women’s
soccer teams played Evangel University

and took advantage of them. This
win marks the 20th of the season for
Mount Mercy, and they don’t look
like they will be stopped anytime
soon. #11 Maggie Peters and #6
Mackenzie Murphy kept the pressure
on upfront all night, and it really
made an impact on how the Pride
had to play. Peters racked up 12
kills along with five blocks and four
digs. Murphy led the herd with 13
kills, eight digs, and one block. Rylie
Mussman had a vacuum cleaner type
of night on the defensive side with a
whopping 17 digs.
It felt as if the Mustangs couldn’t
be stopped, whether it be defensively

or offensively. The Mustangs look to
be in good shape for the upcoming
Heart of America conference championship, Nov 5. and Nov. 6. in Kansas
City, Mo.
The Mustangs play MidAmerica
Nazarene the first day of conference
at 5 p.m. Looking at the past sets
they have played against them, they
seem to have it under control.
Playoffs are always the best time
of the year and according to a Mount
Mercy student, the student body is
rooting for the Mustangs as they try
to bring back some hardware.

in a Heart of America Athletic conference
game. The women’s team lost 0-3, and the
men’s team won 4-0.

Mustangs golf through
inclement weather
The men’s and women’s golf teams
fought through the rain and wind at the
Heart of America Athletic Conference
Preview. The meet took place at the
Preserve on Rathbun Lake Golf Course on

Setter Waverly Roorda blocking a tip from the opposing team
while opposite hitter Alayna Westenberg gets ready to help.
(Times photo by Tucker Cole)

Oct. 24 and 25.
The men placed third as a team with
a score of 594, only five strokes more
than the winning team. Johan Wigertz
and Junn Yong tied for fifth individually
with a score of 146. The women’s team
finished with a score of 674 to take home
fourth place. Kirsten Miller and Breanna
Felderman both tied for twelfth with a
score of 166.

Cross-country takes top 10 titles
The Heart of America Athletic
Conference XC Championships took place
Nov. 5, and both the women’s and men’s
cross-country teams participated.
The women placed second as a team
with two top five individuals, J’Lyn
Knutson in fifth and Deanna Newhouse in
third. The men tookthird place with two
top 10 individuals, Ryan Clancy in ninth
and Sergio Lizarraga in sixth.
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Student organizations decorated tables at Halloween
on the Hill Oct. 28. (Times photo by Delcie Sanache)

Halloween sees UC
decorated by SROs
By Delcie Sanache
Sports Editor

F

rom nurses to Star Wars to Scooby Doo,
student organizations and their tables
were thoroughly decorated for Halloween
on the Hill, Oct. 28.

This year, 19 student organizations participated, and many people from the community
attended. Prizes for the best table decorations
and costumes were presented to the top three
groups. Psych Club received third place as
Medieval Times, Gaming Club received second
place as Star Wars, and first place was given to
Emmaus as Shrek.
“We did not expect to win first place,” Elyse
Keeffer, president of Emmaus, said. “Gaming
Club really brought the competition with their
Star Wars decorations. Their costumes and set
up were so cool, and I know they put a lot of
hard work into it!”
“I believe Halloween on the Hill was
extremely successful. I even ran out of bubbles
that were bought to hand out to the kids. My
favorite part was seeing all of the kids dressed
up and excited to get some treats,” Hannah
Hartman, vice president of the 2026 class, said.
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Heard on the

Hill

By Gloria Osei TuTu
Assistant Editor

This week, press time for this
issue of the Times was Tuesday, Nov.
8, election day. So the Times asked:
Were you planning to vote in the
2022 election?

MMU teams with Linn-Mar in new ed program
By Annie Barkalow
Editor-in-Chief

M

ount Mercy has
teamed with the
Linn-Mar school
district to provide training for
members of their support staff
who wish to advance in the
education field.
The inspiration was a
response to a grant put out
by the governor’s office this
past summer, which created
a task force to focus on the
statewide teacher shortage.
The grant, called the Teacher

and Paraeducator Registered
Apprenticeship Pilot Grant
Program, was possible
through the federal American
Rescue Plan. Funding covers
two years of schooling, which
includes tuition and a pay
increase for those enrolled.
“It was an opportunity for
employees (to) further their
careers in a way that would
(be) helpful to them and
potentially give us a pool of
new teachers to hire as well,”
said Phil Miller, Linn-Mar
human resources manager.
Currently, Linn-Mar and

MMU are one of 19 partnerships. Evening lasses are held
two days a week at Linn-Mar.
Jennifer Rasmussen,
professor of education and
department chair, heads the
program at Mount Mercy and
says feedback has been “tremendous.”
“People have said that they
wanted to go back to school
for a long time and have
thanked MMU for making
their dream come true,” she
said.
There are 24 Linn-Mar staff
enrolled out of 800 statewide.

Blessing
Olutunde
Freshman,
Computer science
“No, not currently,
to be honest I feel
like my vote really
doesn’t matter.
Like me, as one
person is not
going to change
the majority and
a lot of things.
Personally, I feel
like it’s kind of
pointless.”

Myah Shipley
Freshman
Political Science
“I have already
voted. I voted at
the Busse library
when they offered
the satellite voting.
I feel like this is a
really important
election. I feel like
there’s a lot at
stake, and whether
we realize it or
not our senators
in congress have
more to say in our
lives than some of
the people we vote
for.”

Alexis McKinney
Sophomore,
Nursing
“No, because I feel
like I need to look
into it more before I
can decide whether
or not to vote.”

Gladys Reeves
Junior. nursing
“Yes, because it
is important. My
vote is important
because I need to
be heard. We have
several issues
in the country
that have to be
addressed. It’s
important to let
them know what’s
important to us.”

Clare Bechen
Sophomore,
Conservation
“It’s pending
because I’m not
sure if my folks
would want me to
vote on campus,
so I might wait till
I go back to my
hometown. I’m also
not too interested
in politics, even
though I’m going
into a major
where I’m going
to be dealing with
criminal justice and
law enforcement.”

Molly Kvidera
Senior, Nursing
“Probably not,
because I would
rather vote in my
home county.”

Opinion: “Faith on the Hill” by Vanessa Milliman, columnist

As semester nears end, trust God’s hands and keep going

S

hocked, I took a second look at my
calendar. Yep, there is one month left
in the semester.
Where has the time gone? How did
there become such little time left? This
is the time of the semester when I tend
to have several assignments all due at
the same time. Tests come on a frequent
basis. Grades are becoming a reality.
Some of us might be wondering how to
get everything done before the semester
ends. Assignments, projects, grading, and
preparing coursework for J-term and next
semester are some things that come to

mind.
At this point in the school year, it feels
like an eternity between the beginning
and end of the year. How does one persevere amidst the growing workload?
Fr. Tony Adawu was the former chaplain here in my freshman and sophomore
years. He knew very well that school and
work can get overwhelming. When times
became tough, he would smile and say
two things. “All in God’s hands,” and
“Keep going.” Each year his advice rings
true.
First, know that God is in control. He

holds everything in His hands. We get to
work with Him when we trust Him. Trust
is a difficult concept to describe. I like
to think of it as a relationship. If I have
a good relationship with someone, then
I will have the confidence to know that
they have my best interest in mind. Fear is
eliminated, while hope and trust are put
in its place. Do the same with God. Put
everything in His hands by asking Him
to help you. Trust that He will walk with
you as you push forward.
Second, keep going. Our goals are
always ahead of us. Falling short will

probably happen, yet it is in our response
to failures that we grow. Our response
should be one of determination to learn
and take the next best step.
Finishing strong does not mean that
the journey will be easy. On the other
hand, it entails doing what you can and
trusting that God will provide a way for
you to complete what you need to do.
I want this to be the encouragement
that you need to finish strong. It is all in
God’s hands. Keep going.
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Stepping into

Brooklyn Johnson, a first-year student from
Davenport, Iowa, plans to work with children
after she finishes her degree at Mount Mercy.
Johnson, president of her class, has already
stepped into leadership roles in her first few
months on the Hill (Times photo by Joselyn
Hildebrand)

leadership
Johnson elected
president of class
By Joselyn Hildebrand
Feature Editor

B

rooklyn Johnson began her first year
of college just under three months
ago but is already making moves
towards her goals.
Johnson is a freshman social work
major, from Davenport, Iowa. In a competitive race to be 2026 class president, she
promoted her name and mission to earn
the win. She is also the treasurer of BSU
and a Project Connect Student. In addition
to being involved on campus, she is a stuearly on in her college career. She notes
dent-athlete on track and field team.
she has had a lot of inspiration and supMount Mercy was the first college visit
port from peers along the way.
she attended.
“People in my church or at school, like
“My mom told me to not get so excited
my teachers, have said to me, ‘people are
for the first visit because I’m going to go
really influenced by you and want to folvisit multiple colleges, but I went to a few
low you,’” Johnson said. “I don’t have a
other colleges and every other school just
problem saying how I feel. I feel like my
felt like people were just
feelings are valid and if peogoing to class and back to
ple don’t like that, then they
their dorm room... there
nap hot
don’t... I don’t want to be a
was no type of combossy person. I do like being
Meet the people
munity,” Johnson said.
in charge, I feel like it makes
on the Hill
“Yet here, I saw students
me think about things.
Brooklyn Johnson
sitting in the UC and the
When you are a leader, you
cafeteria. It seemed like
have to think about all of
people were actually getting to know each the decisions you’re making. It makes me
other.”
think about what I am doing, who I am
Her love for the community at MMU
representing and a little more about my
flourished once she realized the many
responsibilities.”
possibilities here. She’s taken multiple
However, Johnson also realizes that at
steps in getting involved in leadership
a predominantly white institution, some
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of her leadership roles as a strong woman
of color may come with some criticism.
When reflecting on the days leading up to
the class president election, she feels like
some may have not taken her as seriously
as she hoped.
“I feel like some people might’ve
thought I was coming off aggressive but
genuinely, I just wanted to get my name
out there and people to know who I am,”
she said. “I might not be what they grew
up around, so it can be hard to have conversations with other people or maybe
they don’t know what questions to ask me
but I’m glad that I could talk to so many
people.”
Some of her short-term goals for the
university include growing student sections at sporting events, increased current
student interaction with prospective students on visit days, and overall ensuring
that MMU is a safe space for everyone.

Johnson especially hopes more students will begin to attend BSU meetings.
“BSU might seem very distinct, like
only people of color can attend, but I want
to make sure everyone knows it’s a safe
place for everybody.” Johnson said. “You
can come to just sit in here and have conversations or become educated and mindful about the things people experience
on campus. We put a lot of thought and
effort into what we do, and it has a great
outcome,”
Maintaining social balance is key. With
the cold winter months coming, there is
one thing she wanted students to remember.
“It’s important now that it’s getting
cold outside and people start staying in
their rooms more, to get out on campus,
talk to people in the UC,” she said. “Even
though you’re not really at home, when
you’re here this is your home, so make the
best of it.”
Johnson’s plans after graduation mirror
work she’s done in the past engaging with
children.
“Back home, I was a counselor at a
summer camp. I worked with fourth to
sixth graders. I like that age range because
I feel like even though they are so young,
they still say things that you really have
to think about. They don’t even really
know if their home situation is bad or not,
they just need to ask questions and have a
person to talk to. They have feelings, and
they’re going through stuff, so I just want
to be that outlet for them.”

Guest artist helps people express their dreams
By Elaina Sanders
Assistant Editor

O
Kobe Elixson, guest artist, applies
paste to a piece of art. The art walls
included nametags which stated “my
dream is” rather than “my name is.”
(Times photo by Elaina Sanders)

n a warm, crisp October afternoon on
the Mercy Plaza, the Art Club and art
department invited guest artist Kobe
Elixson to work on an installation with students with the theme “my dream is ...”
Elixson, who specializes in printmaking
and drawing, encouraged students and faculty, whether artists or not, to interact with the
piece and express themselves Oct. 21.
Many students either created new art for
the canvass walls or placed previous works.

“Self-expression is a valid part of growing
academically and as a person, it’s amazing
to see people take part in this event,” Elsa
Gustafson, president of the art club and art
student, said.
“I think that this is a great opportunity to
have, for the community to create with the
art department. Ultimately bring students
together for a common good,” said Brianna
Riedel, art major, as she placed her work up
on the canvas for the piece.
Devlin Caldwell, assistant professor of the
art, mentioned that the starting point of this
project was to recycle the gallery walls.

“They were no longer in use and were just
going to be thrown out anyway,” he said.
Elixson encouraged anyone to try art in
the participation of the community in this
piece.
“You are your own worst critic and it’s
better to not think about what to draw but to
just feel it instead as you create it,” Elixson
said. He also mentioned that that once artists
get out in the world after college, it’s often
hard to receive truly helpful and critical critics on a piece. “The most you get are yesses
or nos from galleries.”

