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Inside the Times:
n New, old shopping? Student, professor
part of thrifting trend: page 4.
n Senators show disturbing
disrespect towards Supreme
Court nominee: page 3.
n Ben Rogers, Linn County supervisor, tells
students mental health is an
important, personal issue: page 2.
n MMU inauguration of President Todd Olson
set for two days in April: page 6.
n Sock it to me? MMU student and her
sisters create YouTube sock puppet musicals.
Snapshot: page 6.
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MMU
graduate
student
Katie Thul
takes a
question
from a
pupil in
her fourthgrade class
at Francis
Marion Int.
School in
Marion. She
began her
teaching
career in
2020, in
the midst of
educatonl
upheaval
caused
by the
COVID-19
pandemic.
Still, Thul
says she
loves
teaching.
(Times
image
by Annie
Barkalow)

Troubled

Times
for teachers
Pandemic,
politics create
challenging era
for schools,
aspiring educators

MMU education
class talks about
current pressures
By Annie Barkalow

W

managing editor

hen junior elementary education major Abbie Barr was
in fourth grade, her mother
battled breast cancer. It was
a scary and emotional time for Barr and
her family, but a bright spot in her life was
her teacher.
“She would sit with me before and
after school, and we would talk,” said
Barr.
That experience influenced her to
become a teacher herself, so she could
make the same difference in the next
“It’s terrifying.
generation.
In fact, students
We feel like
in assistant profeswe’re being hit sor of education
from all angles.” Jenny Kramer’s
Trinity Schnor, intermediate readelementary ed ing class were all
student passionate about
making a difference
as a teacher because
they had someone who influenced them in
school: a high school philosophy teacher;
a coach; their parents.
The profession that they admired

Heads Up:
Grocery bingo
Join M2AP Board for a night of
grocery bingo at 6 p.m. March
30 in Flaherty Community Room,
Basile Hall. The event will provide
many opportunities to win a
variety of prizes.

Stations set
Campus Ministry invites the
campus community to pray the
Stations of the Cross in the
Chapel of Mercy at 4 p.m. on
March 31 and April 7. Engage
yourself in the Lenten season by
praying the Stations of the Cross.

Series speaker
on healthcare set
The next installment of the
Mustang Leadership Series is
April 7 at 7 p.m. in the Flaherty
Community Room of Basile Hall.
Dr. Vincent Reid will speak about
leadership in healthcare, and
snacks will follow the event.

Glow in the dark
UC takeover
Get ready for glow in the dark
fun! On April 9 at 7 p.m. in the
University Center, M2AP Board
will provide glow in the dark
shenanigans for students. Enjoy
snacks, games, inflatables, crafts,
and more. The first 100 people
receive a free T-shirt.

Grad student began career
in pandemic, loves teaching

so much as kids, though, is navigating
very different sets of circumstances than
they grew up with. Joey Ragona, senior
elementary ed major, said his mom has
been a teacher for two decades. “She says
these past two years have been the most
By Annie Barkalow
stressful of all 20 years she’s been teachmanaging editor
ing,” he said.
It’s no secret that teachers are facing
t’s 8:30 a.m. and Ms. Thul’s fourth
unprecedented challenges today. COVIDgrade class is just getting started.
19, teacher shortages, student behavioral
Twinkle lights surround the
issues and hostile legislation aimed at
blackboard and a sign on the door
teachers are among many things being
says, “our classroom respects others.”
lobbed toward their profession.
Brightly- colored paper stars decorate a
“It’s terrifying,” said Trinity Schnor, an
cabinet with students’ goals for the year
elementary ed student.
written in crayon, stat“We feel like we’re being
ing things like “I want
hit from all angles.”
Related Content
to make more friends,”
Some bills lobbed at
or “I want to get better
Iowa lawmakers are
educators in Iowa this
at fractions.” The atmocontemplating a new law that
year include: House File
would require more public class
sphere is somewhat sub2177, installing live-feed
monitoring, a trend that troubles
dued, and you get the
cameras in classrooms
teachers and ed students. See
sense that the kids are
with a fine deducted
story on page 2.
still waking up, although
from paychecks for
that doesn’t stop some of
intentionally obstructthem from fidgeting in
ing or disconnecting devices; Senate File
their seats or whispering to their neighbor.
2198, allowing parents to sue teachers
One student walks up to Ms. Thul and
and administrators over material or books
compares heights, and she laughs.
deemed obscene, resulting in felony
“They like to constantly remind me
charges; House File 802, targeting the
of how much taller most people are than
teaching of critical race theory. House File
me,” she says.
2177 ultimately did not pass, but oppoKatie Thul is a graduate student at
nents of the latter legislations say that the
MMU studying teacher leadership with
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Student: ‘We’re still going ... to do it’
continued on page 2

aspirations of becoming an instructional
coach or principal, and currently teaches
at Francis Marion Intermediate (FMI) in

“Having at least one person that
you know you can walk in and say
whatever is on your mind is so
important as a teacher.”
Katie Thul, education graduate student
Marion. She graduated from University of
Iowa in 2020 with a degree in elementary
ed with a reading endorsement right after
the pandemic hit, and it’s been a bumpy
ride ever since.
“I just felt so defeated and so lost and
just so sad,” says Thul, recalling how she
felt after graduation with lock downs in
full swing. Up until she worked at FMI,
she had never taught a full day of school,
since the pandemic shut everything down.
For Thul, the key to pushing through
and being successful are passion and
having supportive staff. When she began
teaching at FMI, principal Mike Murphy
and instructional coach Steph Roberts
were a source of encouragement, even
stepping in to co-teach several times until
she was comfortable with it.
“Having at least one person that you

t

COVID-19 causes crazy days
continued on page 2

Chemistry professor re-writing online text
By Gwen Johnson

Dr. Krisopher Keuseman, professor of
chemistry, is occasionally to be found
without his iconic bow tie, at least when he’s
being interviewed in his office. In another
bold move, he has eased the sore backs
of organic chemistry students by replacing
heavy textbooks with online sources. (Times
photo by Gwen Johnson)

Y

opinion editor

ou’ve most likely seen a science
textbook in your time at MMU,
whether that’s because you’re the
one carrying them between your
classes, or because you’re relishing in your
personal victory of not having to carry
them. One way or another, you’ve probably
encountered these giant, expensive books.
You might have noticed that there isn’t
one for an organic chemistry classes taught
by Dr. Kristopher Keuseman, professor of
chemistry.
In recent years, the organic chemistry textbook has been online.
“The ‘eliminate the physical textbook’ idea
in part was because they were expensive, the
other thing was the flexibility of being able
to have the text in a variety of situations,”
said Keuseman, “so rather than having to lug
the actual book with you, if you were on a
bus for six hours for athletics or something,
allowing people to not be limited by the
physical text and still be able to read the text
if they needed to.”
The transition to this method is still going.
Keuseman had the idea of using an electronic
textbook for a while before one became readily available and students were at the point
that they were willing to try it.
“It took a while for me to sort of convince
myself that students were OK with having an
electronic format,” he said, while acknowledging that there are some students who still
prefer a print format.
Beyond that, it became a process of trying

to find which online textbooks were most
effective, as well as cost effective. The online
resource used for organic chemistry prior
to the current version cost $40, which is a
significantly less than a physical textbook,
but it wasn’t perfect. The new version that
Keuseman is editing is based off an older
textbook that was available free online.
Though the current online text is older, it
was written in a fairly modern style for the
time, and the only things that really needed
updating were some naming conventions
of molecules. As it stands, that original version is linked in Brightspace along with a
few chapters that have already been rewritten. That way, students can have a choice of
which writing style they would rather use, or

draw from a little of both.
This process also allows Keuseman to
update the book at his own pace.
“My goal is eventually to sort of rewrite
the whole book, but do so sort of as my time
permits,” he said. This is much less intense
than writing a new book all at once and eliminates the traditional publishing expectation
to revise the text every few years.
The sections that have been rewritten so
far have been done in a way that is “pretty
far away from the original text,” in an effort
to better connect with the modern student.
“I’m not really interested in publishing it
for profit,” Keuseman said. Allowing access
to the revised text free online would reduce
cost for students, part of the project’s goal.
“I certainly think that it is valid for
instructors to have required books that students need to read, and I think that within
reason, that’s perfectly acceptable. But I do
think that, if possible, lowering the costs for
students to be in a class is a really important
thing, because you never know when a student has a financial burden or barrier, and
sometimes just that one textbook, if it’s a
couple hundred dollars, you know, can really
stress students out.”
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Kennedy educator speaks on
issues facing today’s teachers
By Jackson Bennett

legislation being promoted, teachers
will be monitored like they likely never
have before. If the proposed bills go
eacher retention, equity in educathrough, educators will have to add to
tion and legislative bills aimed at
their already-busy workload—things like
teachers were among topics dischecking in with parents for the approval
cussed by an education guest lecof materials, literature, lesson plans and
turer who spoke on campus. On March 28,
more. Not only will this affect teachers
the 2020-21 Teacher of the Year and advowho have methods of teaching already,
cate for Iowa teachers George Anderson
it will affect aspiring teachers as well.
spoke to an education class about hotEducators note that most school mateributton issues facing teachers today.
als and curriculum are accessible either
Anderson, a decades-long teacher from
online or by special request.
Kennedy High School in Cedar Rapids,
“I think the training and the developtravels Iowa and shares lessons with peoment of teachers will change drastically
ple who aspire to improve education.
if this legislature is
“If we have
put in place,” said
money to hire
Nathan Pardini, a
“I
think
the
training
and
the
people for enforcing
student at Mount
development
of
teachers
these rules on teachMercy studying
ers, why don’t (we) will change drastically if this
education. He said
have money for
legislature is put in place.”
some past teachers
translators and eduof his influenced
Nathan
Pardini,
MMU
junior
cators for students
him to become a
who are left hangteacher.
ing?” Anderson
Another education major, Joe Gabel,
questioned the audience when speaking
shared what he remembered best about
about legislation aimed at teacher “transschool and concerns he has about the
parency.”
effect such bills would have on students.
It’s a unique time for teachers in
“I loved social studies and talking
America. Decisions being made now are
about things happening in the world at
going to shape school systems for quite
that time, along with hearing the different
some time. If you have kept up with the
viewpoints for understanding...with these
news or surfed the timelines of Twitter
bills taking place, I worry that students
and other sites, there is a good chance
may miss out on some great lessons due
that you have some type of idea of what’s
to teachers having to jump through hoops
going on with classrooms right now.
just to share these lessons with them,”
Teachers, specifically, have been under
said Gabel.
scrutiny as of late. And with certain
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staff writer

Assistant
professor of
education
Jenny Kramer
(above) listens
as her students
talk about
challenges
facing their
profession. Ed
student Peter
Dennis (right)
reads out loud
to the class.
(Times photos
by Annie
Barkalow)

Student: ‘We’re still
going to go out
and do it (teach)’

the national average teacher salary.
Kramer says that the biggest challenge
facing students going into the teaching
field today is everything but teaching.
“All the outside factors—everything that
students bring from their own family life,
to parents, to mental illness, is almost
t MMU education class talks combusting at the seam—and teachers
have to be so much more than just a teachcontinued from page 1
er these days,” she said.
As far as teacher shortage goes, “outobjections raised to justify the bills are
side factors are to blame,” says Kramer.
vague and open to interpretation, which
On Sen. Mathis’ proposed legislation
make teachers feel as though they are
for increasing teacher salary, Kramer said
walking on eggshells.
increased pay would be an attractive
“It makes me wonder if teachers will
bonus, but it misses the mark. “People
have to start carrying malpractice insurdon’t go into teaching for money,” she
ance,” said Peter Dennis, a senior elemensaid. “It’s to make a difference in students’
tary ed major.
lives. I’m not sure it’s going to be the
Not all legislation targeting the educadrawing factor to get more people into the
tion department is negative, however.
system. More resources, more therapists
Sen. Liz Mathis,
in the school, more
D-Hiawatha,
support staff around
recently proposed
“More resources, more therapists
like paraprofessionSenate File 2368
in the school, more support staff
als to help support
to address teacher
the needs of the stuaround
like
paraprofessionals
shortages, which
dent are what teachto help support the needs of the
would eliminate
ers need.”
preprofessional test- student are what teachers need.”
In the face of
ing for students in a
Jenny Kramer, such difficulties,
college teacher prep
assistant professor of education what keeps educaprogram, create
tion students going?
a teacher recruitThe answer is pasment and retention
sion and purpose.
task force, appropriate $7 million to pay
“At the end of the day, we’re still here,”
student teachers, increase the minimum
said Schnor. “The education department
teacher salary from $30,000 to $40,000, and here instills passion into us. We’re still
appropriate general fund dollars to ensure going to go out and do it.”
that the average compensation for Iowa
teachers are no more than $3,000 less than

COVID-19 caused crazy days for new teacher
t

Grad student began career
continued from page 1

know you can walk in and say whatever
is on your mind is so important as a
teacher,” says Thul. “Even if it’s at your
school, if it’s at home, by having one person that you can just spill to, because you
do wear so many hats and you hear so
many things, you see so many things…
(it’s) a lot to carry, so having somebody to
get that all of that out too is really important.”
One positive aspect of teaching during
the pandemic as a new teacher was the
ability to quickly adapt. “I had so much
momentum and motivation because it was
brand-new…walking into hybrid was the
only way of teaching I knew because I
had never done anything else,” she says.
Like other places, teacher shortages
have been a problem at FMI. When a
teacher is out sick with COVID-19, it
sometimes means other school personnel
pick up the slack, since qualified substitutes are currently difficult to obtain. Thul
remembers a couple of weeks that were
“nuts” when many teachers were sick
and other teachers taught more than one
classroom.
“There’s definitely harder days where

MMU campus
security log

Linn County
Supervisor Ben
Rogers discusses the
importance of mental
health as part of the
Mustang Leadership
Series on March 10.
(Times photo by
Elaina Sanders)

compiled by Grace Ries
news editor

Rogers shares mental health message
By Elaina Sanders

help,” said Rogers during the Q & A
session, “asking for help is like admitting defeat for some people and it is by
indfulness and mental
far more difficult than running into a
health are important topics
fire.” Rogers was elected to the board of
for students and professupervisors in 2008 shortly before the
sionals to consider. On
flood but had been an EMT and volunMarch 10, Mount Mercy University
teer firefighter for Mount Vernon Fire
held a talk and interactive workshop
Department since
discussing those
2003.
topics featuring
“I ran for the
“The most courageous thing
Ben Rogers, an
position simply
I had done was probably
MMU alum and
because there was
representative of
admitting I needed help.”
no one young on
District 2 on the
the board,” Rogers
Ben
Rogers,
Linn County board
said.
Linn
County
supervisor
district
2
of supervisors.
Rogers told
Assistant
students that he
professor of socisuffers from major depressive disorology Lacey Ritters and sophomore
der and was previously an alcoholic.
psychology and sociology major Erin
These experiences later inspired the
Ott facilitated the discussion. Ritters led
Linn County Mental Health Access
the interactive portion in which the stuCenter, established in early 2021. Rogers
dents were encouraged to participate in
explained to students that the center
grounding techniques followed by a Q
was built to fill a need in the commu& A session revolving around Rogers’s
nity for those suffering from a mental
personal experiences with mental
crisis and to inspire continued resilience
health.
in the community which he supervises.
“The most courageous thing I had
The center has plans to eventually reach
done was probably admitting I needed
out to children.

M
staff writer

I’m like, ‘Can I do this?’ ‘Am I going to
get through?’” she says, though she notes
that the feeling mainly stems from negative student behaviors. Behaviors, she
says, are the biggest challenge in teaching
right now, noting that a lot of the disrespect and misbehaving stem from trauma
in the home.
“It’s easier for me to not take it personally, because I know (they’re) not mad at
me, it’s not me (they) don’t like, it’s the
situation (they’re in) or feeling,” she says.
“When I go home, I’m worrying about
them…when I know they’re going to situations that stink. Honestly, I think that’s
the hardest part, knowing (about) their
lives outside of academics and not being
able to do a bunch about it besides love
them while they’re here.”
For new education graduates, Thul
says it’s important to remind yourself of
the bigger picture. “It’s the profession that
teaches all professions,” she says, “you are
so valued…even if you can’t see it right
now, you’re making a difference. You’re
making an impact and it’s going to be
worth it.
“I don’t know what else I would do…
now that I’ve done it, I know that this is
what I’m supposed to be doing, because I
love it and I love the kids.”

“Mental health is a very important
topic,” Rogers said. He brought up his
mother, who impacted him deeply at
the start of his journey.
“It’s not you, it’s just an imbalance in
your brain,” she told him.
Mindfulness techniques were also
covered as part of the event. Body scanning and the 5-4-3-2-1 techniques were
addressed. Body scanning is done to
observe and release each part of your
body, whereas the 5-4-3-2-1 techniques
feature physical observations such as
five things you hear, four things you
see, three things you touch, two things
you smell, and one thing you taste.
At the end of the talk, the students
were given the opportunity to ask
Rogers about his experiences and go
more in-depth about what he does for
self-care. “I read for self-care and trust
me, when you are done with college,
and you can read on your own time, it
will be better,” he said, joking.
“The Choice: Embrace the Possible”
by Dr. Edith Eva and “Zen and the Art
of Motorcycle Maintenance” by Robert
M. Pirsig were the two books he said he
read for self-care.

March 6
8:43 p.m. Student called and said that their toilet
wouldn’t stop running. Called on-call facilities. A part
of the toilet was replaced and it’s now in working
condition.
2:11 p.m. Removed boot from a car.
3:45 p.m. Someone’s car battery had died in front of
Regina. Attempted to jump them but their car wouldn’t
start.
5:18 p.m. Student called and requested assistance
removing the battery from his vehicle. Advised him
that they couldn’t assist with vehicle repairs and
recommended calling a tow service.
7:29 p.m. Call complaint about vehicle parked
crookedly at Regina. It’s the same broken-down vehicle
from previous shift.
March 7
7:37 p.m. Student complaining about noise in the
UC (school sponsored gaming event)—suggested the
student go to the library.
7:47 p.m. Call about noise complaint for Andreas
B2. Quiet hours not in effect.
March 8
8:47 p.m. Call, lost delivery driver asking for
clarification on delivery address.
March 11
11 p.m. Found Hennessey 1st floor door propped
open – secured.
11:43 p.m. Call, boyfriend left his credentials in his
girlfriend’s house and requested access – had him
contact her so she could send me an email from her
MMU account verifying her consent. Received her
email and let him into house.
March 14
2:18 a.m. The Regina elevator smelled of marijuana
very strong. Walked all floors could smell a hint of
marijuana on fourth floor in hall.
4:07 p.m. Walk up, two students complained
that they were informed by someone that parking
regulations were not enforced during break.
4:15 p.m. A student yelled at public safety while
issuing citations at Regina F/S from the 2nd floor of
Regina, accusing them of targeting their vehicle and
yelling that is should be free parking during break. The
student was advised that parking rules remain in effect
during break, that it’s currently break for students but
employees still have to report to work.
6:31 p.m. Call, from Warde emergency phone.
There was no one on the other end of the line and
when I got eyes on the emergency phone a short time
later, there was no one nearby.
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Staff Editorial: Opinion of the Times editors

Russia and Ukraine conflict should matter here, too

I

n recent weeks, the conflict brewing between Russia and Ukraine has
dominated international news. As
the conflict between the two nations
has captured everyone’s attention, some
Mustangs may be wondering – why
should we care about what is happening between Russia and Ukraine, and
why should we be paying attention? The
answers to those questions are important
ones, and they are far more complex than
rising American gas prices.
The Times covered some frequently
asked questions about the conflict in a
previous issue. In case you’ve forgotten the basics – Ukraine has been an
independent nation since 1991. Vladmir
Putin, the president of Russia, believes
that Ukrainians and Russians should be

one united people, and he is now waging a war to work towards that goal.
Additionally, Russia is upset by Ukraine’s
desire to join NATO, as he thinks having
NATO military forces in Ukraine would
pose a threat to Russia.
Of course, some Americans have decided to largely ignore the fighting between
the two European nations. It isn’t happening anywhere near U.S. soil, after all, so
why should the average American care?
To put it simply, Americans should
care because the American government
cares quite a bit. The U.S., alongside many
other countries, has imposed sanctions
against Russia due to their military action
towards Ukraine. According to a recent
article from the BBC, “Sanctions are penalties imposed by one country on another,

to stop it acting aggressively, or breaking
international law. They are among the
toughest actions nations can take, short of
going to war.”
The U.S. has imposed sanctions around
the export of dual-use goods (including
vehicle parts), Russian flights, specific
Russian individuals (mostly oligarchs
advising the Russian government),
Russian oil and gas imports, and has also
frozen Russian assets in American banks.
The sanctions the U.S. and other countries
have imposed on Russia have affected the
global economy, perhaps most famously
the price of gas around the world. The
prices of some other goods and services
have been impacted as well, and existing
supply chain issues have only begun to
get more complicated due to the sanc-

tions.
In addition to caring about the conflict because of government and financial
involvement, Americans should also care
about the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine because it has led to tragic loss
of life on both sides. Here on campus, we
should care about the conflict specifically
due to our value of nonviolence, one of
our Critical Concerns of Mercy.
While it may be tempting to ignore
the news about the Russia and Ukraine
conflict, we urge Mustangs and everyone
else to stay up to date on the latest news.
Being apolitical or apathetic towards international issues will not make those issues
go away, it will only make you an ignorant person.

Opinion by Jada Veasey, editor in chief

Senators insult nominee

Transgender
athletes
need respect

I

Odd questions at Supreme Court hearings prove double standard

I

had not reviewed the book, going on further
am angry with several senators. I supto say any such books “don’t come up in
pose that is not an unusual statement
my work as a judge, which I am respectfully
for me to make, since I have spent
here to address.”
much of my life upset with elected offiBlackburn questioned Jackson about the
cials. But this particular stroke of anger is
definition of the word “woman.” Jackson
wholly justified, I think. I am wildly disapresponded that she was unable to provide
pointed with the way the Supreme Court
a definition, “not
confirmation hearings
in this context, I’m
have been handled
Using their time in the hearing to
not a biologist.”
for nominee Ketanji
ask Jackson leading questions about Blackburn continBrown Jackson. As a
ued, and Jackson
Black woman myself, controversial buzzword topics and
again brought up
it pains me to watch
avoiding questions that actually
the hearing was
how she is being
addressed Jackson’s work as a judge that
about her capabilitreated in the confirwas insulting and immature.
ties as a judge.
mation hearing.
The two senators,
The hearings
and others as well,
lasted for two long
were out of line with their questions. Using
days and included a solid 23 hours’ worth
their time in the hearing to ask Jackson leadof questioning for Jackson. Some of the
ing questions about controversial buzzword
questioning was relevant to Jackson’s
topics and avoiding questions that actually
actual nomination to the highest court in
addressed Jackson’s work as a judge was
this nation, but much of it was utterly noninsulting and immature.
sensical. Notable senators who leaned far
The senators’ behavior toward Jackson
towards the nonsensical side included Ted
is especially ridiculous when one considCruz, Republican senator from Texas, and
ers how the confirmation hearing of now
Marsha Blackburn, Republican senator from
Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett
Tennessee.
went back in October of 2020. Barrett was
While Cruz had several lines of bizarre
nominated by Trump and is also notably a
questioning, perhaps the most outlandish
white woman. In her hearing, she struggled
was when he questioned Jackson about the
to name the five freedoms protected by the
book “Anti-Racist Baby,” a picture book
First Amendment – she forgot the right to
for young children. After explaining the
protest. Despite her inability to name those
premise of the book, with enlarged photos
freedoms and a series of other fumbles durfor props, Cruz asked Jackson “do you
ing her confirmation hearings, Barrett was
agree with this book that is being taught
confirmed.
with kids that babies are racist?” Jackson’s
Ketanji Brown Jackson is clearly a comresponse was calm and collected given the
petent and qualified judge. The way her
odd nature of the question, and she said she

Letter to the editor

Ketanji Brown Jackson, a federal appeals
court judge nominated to the U.S. Supreme
Court by President Biden faced questions
a week ago from the Sentate Judiciary
Committee. She visited Harvard University
in 2020, where this image was made.
(Wikimedia Commons)
confirmation hearings have been handled
shows the clear double standard for Black
women in America. She deserves to be a
Supreme Court Justice, and hopefully the
senators who have treated her unfairly thus
far will recognize and respect that fact.

n response to recent antitransgender laws that have
been passed or proposed in
Iowa and many other states,
the members of MMU’s Faculty
and Staff Gender and Sexuality
Alliance want to offer this statement:  
Along with the Women’s
Sports Foundation, we believe
that transgender girls and
women deserve the same opportunity as their cisgender sisters,
a chance to compete and build
community in the joyous world
of girls’ and women’s sports.
We also believe that all students—including trans students,
LGBTQ+ students, and students
of color—deserve lessons and
library materials that represent
them accurately and fairly.
We are working to make a
world in which these students
are unhampered by hateful legislation, free to be themselves,
secure in the knowledge that
they are beautiful and valuable
members of our community.
With Pride, members of
MMU’s Faculty and Staff GSA:
Dennis Dew, April Dirks,
Joseph Hendryx, Gabi Hernandez
Acosta, Joni Howland, Karen Krebs,
Charles Martin-Stanley, Melissa
McCollister, Heather MorganSowada, Jodee Reed, Lacey Ritter,
Danielle Rudd, Hannah Saltmarsh,
Jennie Schmidt, Belkis Suarez,
Jaclynn Sullivan, Sabrina TappsFee, Ben Thiel, Mary Vermillion

Opinion by Gwen Johnson, opinion editor

Increasing accessibility improves experiences for everyone

“G

ross—I can see your footprint on there, and now I
have to touch it.”
Words like this float
through my head more frequently than
I would like, prompted by the sight of
somebody’s perfect shoeprint across an
automatic door operator or elevator button.
The problem with this, aside from
extreme grossness, is that karate kicking these points of access causes them to
break. Broken elevators and automatic
doors may not be a problem for most,
but for some of us, these things mean we
lose access to a bunch of places on campus. At the very least, it eats up a bunch
of our time to take the long way around
and makes our lives more difficult than
they need to be. Some scenarios make this
“inconvenience” significantly more detrimental than being late to class.
So, I am once again asking you to
please not kick the elevator buttons and
automatic door operators that make my
life run as smoothly as it does. If you
decide to use a button, try pressing it
gently, like Thor said that one time in that

I appreciate them, of course, but I still
one movie. You do not need to destroy the
have to be strategic in planning my day
button in order for it to work. In fact, that
around which restrooms I can use, and
is quite counterproductive.
it’s incredibly silly that this kind of lim(If you are in search of a button-pressited access increase has become gendered
ing appendage that is neither hand nor
based on my presence. Also, there’s only
foot, allow me to recommend the elbow. It
one accessible dorm, and I live in it. I can
is equally as effective as those previously
see a bunch of scenarios where this could
mentioned, but significantly less likely be
be a problem.
used with excessive
This issue of
force, in part due
Broken elevators and automatic
accessibility is, on
to the usual effect
more occasions than
of jamming one’s
doors may not be a problem for
I would like, in a
elbow into a hard
most, but for some of us, these
variety of institusurface.)
things mean we lose access to a
tions, argued as a
At a more
bunch of places on campus. At the case of numbers.
institutional level,
Mount Mercy has
very least, it eats up a bunch of our This is supposedly
just a matter of supits problems of
time to take the long way around
ply and demand,
access as well. My
good old economfavorite, though not and makes our lives more difficult
ics— there simply
only, example is the than they need to be.
aren’t enough
presence of autopeople who need
matic door operathe accommodation to justify the cost. I
tors on select women’s restrooms around
disagree with the premise of that argucampus. These were installed specifically
ment, but let’s entertain it for a moment:
before I came to live in the dorms, after I
What about injured athletes? What about
made my school decision a year early to
visitors to campus? What about people
allow for time to make accommodations.
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with their hands full? Are they part of
these considerations? Is that conclusion
really true?
Instead, I propose that a better premise
would be that everyone deserves access to
the world around them— and maybe even
pleasant access, not just bare-minimum,
ADA compliant access. The kind of access
that would diversify perspectives and
shake up culture on campus.
If we want to get into the economics of
it, the bottom-line question of my college
decisions was “can I get around here?”
It didn’t matter if somewhere had the
perfect program, a fabulous financial aid
package and a pet unicorn for every student— if I couldn’t get around, I couldn’t
go.
So, making campus accessible, in the
most clinical, detached, money-minded
sense, is a financial investment in increasing the number of students who are able
to attend. But that doesn’t even touch the
material human benefits of such a decision.
Accessibility is an investment in the
community. Or, in our case, coMMUnity.

level of the Busse Library.
The Times sells advertising space.
Advertisers are responsible for their own
content, but the Times reserves the right to
refuse an ad at it’s sole discretion.
The Mount Mercy Times will not print
material found to be in poor taste or that it
deems detrimental to a person’s personal
character. However, provocative comments on
matters of public interest are encouraged.
Letters are due Friday at noon for
consideration of publication the following
Thursday.
Mailing address:
Mount Mercy Times
Busse Library, Lower Level
1330 Elmhurst Drive NE
Cedar Rapids IA 52402
Web: mountmercytimes.home.blog
Email: times@mtmercy.edu
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Mason Herron,
a freshman
social work
major, shops
at Goodwill.
“Thrifting
is amazing
for college
students,” he
says. (Times
photo by
Jenna Welty.)

Shift to Thrift
Pandemic
prices fuel
shopping trend
By Jenna Welty

T

staff writer

hrifting is a growing
craze among people
hoping to find unique
and fair-priced items
from the past amidst the repeated trends and rising prices of the
present.
Stores like Goodwill,
Salvation Army, and Stuff Etc.
offer more trinkets and clothes
than one could imagine. There is
something for everyone, including freshman Mason Herron, a
social work major, and Dr. Joe
Hendryx, assistant professor of
English.
The bright lights of Cedar
Rapids’ Goodwill store on
Council St NE illuminate comedic t-shirts, flamboyantly patterned pants, mugs with peculiar
illustrations, and a selection of
games, furniture, and more. This
appeal has made the popularity
of thrifting explode recently.
“Since the pandemic, my
understanding is that thrift shopping has been surging and will
continue to,” Hendryx said. “A
lot of people who hadn’t previously thrifted or considered it a
desirable option are now part of
the scene.”
Social media has played a
part in making the activity more
mainstream.
“I think that influencers promoting and sharing their thrift-

ing experiences have influenced
others to try it for themselves,”
Herron said.” I think it’s become
more popular recently because
people are realizing they don’t
need to go to big-name stores or
buy big-name brands to make
good-looking outfits.”
Low prices are also a significant motivator for students to
participate in the trend.
“Thrifting is amazing for
college students,” Herron said.
“Rather than spend 50 to 60 dollars on a new shirt or new pair of
pants, you can go to a thrift store
and get the same things for four
to five.”
However, there is a question of whether people who can
afford to shop at big-name stores

should also shop at thrift stores.
“With society embracing
thrifting, on the whole, people
who rely on the secondhand
market might be forced to compete with people who can afford
to shop lots of other places,”
Hendryx said.
There is also an environmental impact when comparing thrifted clothing to that of
the fast fashion cycle running
through “big-name stores.”
“As more and more people
are starting to thrift, they’re reusing and repurposing clothing
that has already been around,”
Herron said.
While Hendryx agrees that it
is better to “reuse or repurpose,”
he opposes the implication that it

Review by Jada Veasey, editor in chief

‘The Batman’
is nice reboot
of epic story

I

am no stranger to a good Batman story.
The caped crusader has been a constant
in my life since childhood, when I developed an intense obsession with Bruce
Timm’s “Batman: The Animated Series.” I’ve
never been as fond of live action Batman
properties as I have been of animated ones,
but the latest stab at a Batman live action film,
appropriately titled “The Batman,” is challenging my old opinions.
“The Batman” was directed by Matt
Reeves and released to theaters on March 4.
Readers who religiously follow my movie
reviews know that I have not been out to
see a movie in the theater in ages, as I have
become a huge fan of direct to streaming
releases, but “The
Batman” was
intriguing enough
One of the best
parts of the film is to lure me away
from the small
that while it is the screen and back
first installment of to my hometown
movie theater over
this new Batman
spring break. My
franchise that
boyfriend and I saw
stars Robert
the 9 p.m. showing
and were the only
Pattinson as the
two people in our
world’s greatest
theater.
detective, it
One thing said
doesn’t waste time boyfriend forgot
by acting as a true to mention before
we started “The
origin story.
Batman” at 9 p.m.
is the fact that the
film’s runtime clocks in at just under three
hours. My darling beau waited to reveal this
fact to me until I let out a yawn about an hour
and a half into the film. “We’re only halfway
through,” he said (albeit, apologetically).
Overall, the lengthy runtime of “The
Batman” is my only true complaint about
the film. One of the best parts of the film is
that while it is the first installment of this
new Batman franchise that stars Robert
Pattinson as the world’s greatest detective, it
doesn’t waste time by acting as a true origin
story. When the film starts, Bruce Wayne has
already been Batman for two years. It was
nice to not have to start at the very beginning
as some other Batman films have done in the
past, especially since pretty much everyone
who sees a Batman movie already knows why
Gotham’s favorite billionaire moonlights as a
vigilante in a bat suit.
The plot of “The Batman” is complex but
not so complicated that you feel like you’ll get
lost in it. The film keeps you guessing. It also
keeps you extremely entertained, with stellar
performances from Pattinson as Batman, Zoe
Kravitz as Catwoman, Paul Danno as Riddler,
and Jefferey Wright as James Gordon. The cast
has chemistry, and it feels like they all leapt
right off the pages of a comic book.
I recommend “The Batman” to anyone
who likes a well-done comic book movie.
“The Batman” delivers what previous Batman
films have failed to – a good old-fashioned
mystery and a principal actor who can actually pull off the persona. I give “The Batman”
4.5 out of five stars.

impedes fast fashion.
“I think thrift stores slow
down the movement of something from the shelf to the trash,”
Hendryx said. “But buying secondhand does nothing to combat
fast fashion. Thrift stores haven’t
reduced production, and all of
the clothes in a thrift store are a
product of the same exploitative
labor practices; you’re just not
buying the product directly from
the exploiter.”
While perusing the many
aisles and racks containing these
low-priced and secondhand
items, many are on the hunt
for the hidden treasures that lie
within.
“I think that my favorite thing
about thrifting is finding unique

pieces that not very many other
people are going to have or have
seen,” Herron said. “Every time
is like a treasure hunt. In thrifting, you’re getting a unique
piece, helping the environment,
preserving history, and saving
money. It’s a win in every sense
of the word.”
These treasures provide shoppers with necessities and desires.
“At their best, thrift stores
give people a better chance of
finding what they need at a less
distressing cost,” Hendryx said.
“And not just what they need to
survive, but something fun or
indulgent because long-term austerity is very difficult. Everyone
needs and deserves a source of
joy.”

Faith on the Hill by Vanessa Milliman, columnist

Lent: Time to sit with Savior

Eucharistic Adoration provides quiet visit with Jesus

A

s of the writing of this article,
it is the 20th day of Lent.
Lent is the period of 40 days
(excluding Sundays) before
Easter Sunday. What is the purpose of
these 40 days?
The Biblical significance of 40 is seen
when Jesus went into the desert for 40
days before His public ministry. In the
Old Testament, There are other examples of the number 40 appearing:
l Noah was on the ark while it
rained for 40 days and 40 nights.
l The Israelites spent 40 years in the
desert before God led them to the promised land.
l Elijah walked 40 days to Horeb,
the mountain of God. Goliath was
taunting the Israelite army for 40 days
before David battled him.
l In the Old Testament, one generation was considered to be 40 years.
In each of these examples, and so
many others, the 40 days or years is
a time of preparation. Each person or
nation was being prepared for a mighty
act. Each generation was a time of preparation for the Messiah. For us, the 40

Flashback
Memories from
the MMU Times

Compiled by Annie Barkalow

W

managing editor

hile having a news
publication has largely
remained a tradition on
the Mount Mercy campus,
the newspaper has not always gone
by the name of the Times. Included in
this issue’s flashback are articles from
Mound News, Articulation, and the
Minstrel.
70 Years Ago—1952, Mound News
Television set surprise gift
The lounge has acquired a T.V. set!
Sister Mary Teresita’s mother, Mrs. Hugh
Gorman, has given a seventeen-inch
Capehart set to the Sisters of Mount
Mercy.
Students as well will enjoy this wonderful gift, for it shall be used for both
educational and recreational purposes.
The television set has been installed,
complete with rotary antenna, by Art’s
Radio Doc.
50 years ago—1972, Articulation
To the editor:
As students and faculty who are in
a sense “officially” concerned with the
cultural life on this campus, we members
of the Cultural Affairs Committee wish
to share publicly with Sister Rene the
bewilderment, frustration, helplessness,
and humiliation which the recent vandalization of Brother Berger’s paintings has
caused her and the College. We point no

In each of these examples, and
so many others, the 40 days or
years is a time of preparation.
Each person or nation was being
prepared for a mighty act.
days of Lent is a time of preparation for
Jesus’ victory over sin and death.
I mentioned previously that Lent
does not include Sundays. Sundays are
days set aside for God. We rest like God
rested on the seventh day after he created the world. We do this on a Sunday
because Jesus rose from the dead on
a Sunday (the first day of the week,
see Luke 24:1). Sundays are days that
we worship God, and no other event
trumps them.
During Lent, I have been reflecting
on the ways that I like to pray. Prayer
comes in different forms. My favorite
is Eucharistic Adoration. Adoration is
a set time to pray in front of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament. The consecrated
host from Mass (now the Body, Blood,

condemnatory finger; since the vandal(s)
is unknown, we would be presumptuous
if we attempted to moralize.
But we will utter a hope. What a college hopes to develop is the responsible
person. The responsible person is literally one who is capable of responding.
What the vandal lacked was precisely
the capacity to respond. Brother’s exhibit
was a painted offer to show us that out
world is not as banal as it usually seems
to be. One person, at least, didn’t even
hear the offer being made.
Sister Rene, we are sorry. Brother
Berger, we are sorrier.
Cultural Affairs Committee: James
Dunnigan, Nathan Nassif, Barbara
McLain, James Onsager, Sister Margaret
Ann, Jean Schroeder
30 years ago—1992, The Minstrel
Demonstrators React
As word leaked out that Eleanor
Smeal, pro-ERA and pro-choice advocate and past president of the National
Organization of Women (NOW), was to
speak on the Mount Mercy campus, area
anti-ERA and pro-life organizations organized to provide what one demonstrator
referred to as a “welcoming party” for
her. Forty-four pro-life demonstrators
with Linn Aresa Right to Life (LARTL)
and Jones County Iowans for L.I.F.E.
(JCIL) stood on the hill outside the cafeteria to spread what they believed to be
the truth about the ERA.
Mike Alt, president of LARTL, said
there were two main reasons why he
came out to picket Smeal. The first reason was that he is a “Catholic, and I
resent that a Catholic college brought…
Ellie Smeal into town,” especially without a national figure opposing her. He

Soul, and Divinity of Jesus), is set out
for all to see and adore.
In Adoration, I am able to gaze upon
Jesus and simply sit in His presence.
Think of a time that you spent just sitting with another person, each enjoying the other’s company. There was no
activity, just time spent with each other.
This is what it is like in Eucharistic
Adoration. I get to spend time with
the God that created me and the whole
universe. I get to sit and converse with
the Savior of the World. Time seems to
stand still.
In the eyes of the world, I am doing
nothing, however, I am completely rested. My soul is filled every time.
I want to encourage each of you to
go to Eucharistic Adoration at least once
before Easter. Spend some time conversing with Jesus. Talk to Him, then rest
in silence while He talks to you. Do not
be afraid. There is so much joy found in
spending time with your Creator.
He is waiting for you to come to
Him.

Although MMU does not allow oncampus protests or demonstrations,
they broke out in 1992. (Image from The
Minstrel, MMU’s paper at the time.)
also has a strong tie to the right-to-life
movement, and he felt that there is
“definitely a primary hidden agenda of
taxpayer-funded abortion, even when
Roe vs. Wade is overturned.”
There was some opposition to the
protestors. The only sign-carrying proERA demonstrator, Kathy Kilbourn, said,
“These protestors are perpetuating lies.”
She said that it was great that Mount
Mercy would have a speaker like Smeal.
“It doesn’t go against what Mount mercy
stands for at all.”
Susy Robinette, an employee of the
Fund for the Feminist Majority founded
by Smeal, was also at the demonstration.
Robinette said that she was for the ERA
because “if we discriminate against anyone it makes us a lesser people—it’s that
simple.”
Alt agreed, but in a different sense.
He stated that the ERA “leaves out a
group of women—the pre-born women.”
Said Condon, “Anytime the ERA has
been on the ballot since 1977, it has been
voted down. I hope Iowans do it again.”
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Jackson Stark (senior) sets the ball to teammate Ryan Tilkens (junior) (above). Mustangs Lucas Rubela
(freshman) and Evan Gaskill (senior) defend against the Statesmen (right). The Mustangs took on the
William Penn Statesmen at home on March 22. The Mustangs secured a victory in the final game before
they head into the post-season. (Times photos by Jada Veasey.)

Mustangs beat Statesmen 3-1 before playoffs begin
By Jada Veasey

T

editor in chief

he energy in the gym of
Hennessey Recreation Center was
simply electric on the evening
of March 22. The Mount Mercy
men’s volleyball team took on William
Penn in their final match up prior to the
post season. Mustang and Statesmen fans
alike packed the stands, and it was hard
for spectators to hear the announcer over
all the cheering.
The game was particularly exciting due
to the difference in rank between the two
teams – going into the game the Mustangs
ranked 13th, while the Statesman were
ranked higher at third. The pressure was
on for the Mustangs to defeat a high-

Statesmen were neck and neck until the
ranked team, and the Statesmen were
very end, and the Statesmen ended up
eager to defend their position. On top of
all that excitement, it was also senior night winning the set 27-22. With extra motivation from an especially loud crowd, the
for the Mustangs.
Mustangs fought the Statesmen hard
The first set consisted of a good showin the fourth set, beating the Statesmen
ing from both teams, with the Mustangs
25-20. The Mustangs
and Statesmen
ultimately took the
going back and
win, 3-1, and fans
forth. The Mustangs “It was tough, they’re the third
won the first set
team in rank. We had to really play rushed onto the
court to celebrate
25-22. The momenwith our hearts.”
the win.
tum from winning
Lucas Rubela, freshman
Many Mustangs
the first set carried
had impressive
the Mustangs to a
performances, but a
swift victory in the
few standouts were Lucas Rebula (freshsecond set – they bested William Penn
man), Evan Gaskill (senior), and Tiago
25-13. The third set was when things
Almeida (junior). Rebula is currently leadgot interesting. The Mustangs and the

ing the NAIA in both total kills and kills
per set, and he displayed his talent against
the Statesmen, adding 21 kills total.
Gaskill had a total of 16 kills, and Almeida
contributed a team high of 16 digs.
The Mustangs were understandably
thrilled by the victory. Gaskill was too
excited to say much at all, simply exclaiming “we won in four!” Rubela said, “it was
tough, they’re the third team in rank. We
had to really play with our hearts. And
now it’s time for the playoffs!”
The win against the Statesmen takes
the Mustangs to a record of 23-8 overall and 12-6 in the Heart of America
Conference. Keep an eye on the Mustangs
as they enter the post season!

NCAA women’s tournament shows times are changing
For the first time ever, women’s basketball championship is branded as March Madness
By Jada Veasey

F

editor in chief

or basketball fans, March is the
most wonderful time of the year –
because it means March Madness.
For decades, though, the phrase
March Madness has only been used to
describe the NCAA men’s championship
tournament. The women’s tournament
has never gotten to use the catchy alliterative title in its official branding. This year,
that old precedent has been changed.
In 2022, both the men’s and women’s tournaments are using the March
Madness branding. For fans of women’s
basketball, the rebrand is a long time coming. While it is a commonly held belief
that there is less audience demand for

women’s sports, this year’s tournament is
proving that to be a myth. The women’s
tournament has crushed records this year
in terms of both live spectators and television viewers. A record number of 216,890
people attended the first two rounds of
the women’s tournament live, according
to a Tweet released by the NCAA.
People may remember the controversy
that surrounded the women’s tournament
last year, when many female athletes took
to social media to show the unfair conditions they were living and playing in.
Last year’s women’s teams were initially
provided a less adequate gym workout
space, lower quality meals, and far less
merchandise than their male counterparts.
After gaining attention and traction on
social media, the NCAA righted many of

Sports in Short
Baseball sweeps
Grand View
On March 20 and 21, the
Mount Mercy Mustangs
took on the Grand View
Vikings in a four-game
series. The Mustangs swept
the series, winning all four
of the games. Standouts
for the Mustangs included
Brett Swalve (senior),
Kyle Moeder (junior), and
Kaimana Souza-Paaluhi
(graduate student), who all
scored home runs during
the series.

Softball splits
double headers
The weekend of March
20, the Mount Mercy
softball team hosted
two double headers: one
double header against the
Grandview Vikings and
another against the William
Penn Statesmen. The
Mustangs won both games
against the Statesmen on
Saturday but lost both
games to the Vikings on
Sunday.

Men’s and women’s
bowling head to
nationals
Mount Mercy’s men’s
and women’s bowling
are both heading to ITC
nationals. Both teams
did well at the USBC
Intercollegiate Team
Championships Sectional
Qualifier and qualified for

nationals. The women’s
team placed first, while
the men’s team placed
third at the qualifier. The
Mustangs will return to
the Stardust Bowl on April
17-13 to bowl at the intercollegiate Team and Singles
Championships.
Two bowlers also
earned singles spots in
the national competition.
From the men’s team, Kai
Yamada (sophomore) qualified, the first member of
the men’s program ever to
do so. Yamada had a total
pinfall of 1,305. From the
women’s team, Elena Carr
(freshman) will be headed
to singles nationals with a
total pinfall of 1,291.

Men’s volleyball
win two
On March 9, the Mount
Mercy men’s volleyball
team defeated the Dordt
College Defenders 3-1.
Luke Rubela (freshman)
was a standout for the
Mustangs, getting 25
kills over the course of
the night. The win for
the Mustangs skyrocketed them into the NAIA
national rankings for the
first time in the season.
The Mustangs saw
another victory over
Culverton-Stockton in a
three-set sweep on March
19. Rubela again led the
Mustangs in kills with 12,
and teammate Evan Gaskill
(senior) contributed 11 kills
as well.

its wrongs and made a commitment for
being better in the future, a commitment
they seem to have stuck to.
One female athlete that skyrocketed into social media fame last March
was Sedona Prince, who plays for the
University of Oregon. She was one of the
first athletes to call out the inequalities in
last year’s tournament on TikTok. Since
then, Prince has gained millions of followers on the social media platform and has
also become a force to be reckoned with
in fighting for gender equality in sports.
Prince is one of the poster athletes for
Parity Now, an organization championing
parity in women’s sports.
Prince has continued to use TikTok
during this year’s tournament. She recently posted a video showcasing a March

Madness inflatable outside of one of the
women’s venues. “The first time the women’s tournament has ever been branded as
March Madness. Let’s go baby, we won,”
Prince said.
Of course, the impact of elevating the
NCAA women’s tournament to the same
level as the men’s tournament is far wider
than just on NCAA Division 1 campuses.
Here on the Hill, as an NAIA school,
female athletes are happy to see change.
“I believe that viewing the women’s tournament at the same level as the men’s will
help us get rid of the gender barrier in
sports as a whole,” said Kendall McNaull,
MMU sophomore women’s volleyball
player. “It will allow spectators to view
the sports as equal and deserving.”

YOU Can Be a Leader of American Journalism Like:
Benjamin Franklin
Nellie Bly

Edward R. Murrow
Jada Veasey
You
Benjamin Franklin was a scientist, political leader, newspaper publisher and even the
first columnist in an American newspaper, writing as a fictional widow, Silence Dogood.
Nellie Bly was the pen name of Elizabeth Cochran, who became the most famous
journalist in America in the 1890s as an investigative reporter for The New York World,
working for Joseph Pulitzer. Among other stories, Bly traveled around the world in what was
then an unimaginable breakneck pace, taking 72 days using the fastest and most modern
transportation of the time.
Edward R. Murrow was an important journalist during World War II, and set a high
standard of journalism as a pioneering leader of CBS TV news in the 1950s.
Jada Veasey is the editor in chief of The Mount Mercy Times. The Times exists and
serves the MMU community only because students like Jada step up to lead the Times.
Jada, a nursing senior, was named the Pat Pisarik Student Journalist of the Year for 2021,
the highest statewide honor bestowed on an Iowa college journalist by the Iowa College
Media Association.
You are you, a great person, intelligent, insightful, talented and a Mustang. Life has a
shallow end and a deep end. Those who get the most out of it get the most wet by diving in.
You can dive into the Times by applying to be on our staff for 2022-2023.
To apply to be the next Ben Franklin, Nellie Bly, Edward R. Murrow or Jada Veasey,
consider becoming the editor in chief. To do that, send Joe Sheller (jsheller@mtmercy.
edu) a brief letter explaining why you want to lead the Times, a brief resume outlining your
academic and writing experience and three writing samples. Joe will forward those to the
Board of Student Publication, which picks the editor.
There are lots of other ways to lead at the Times: You could be the managing editor, news
editor, opinion editor, web editor, sports editor or feature editor. There’s a one-page form to
apply for one of these roles, contact Joe Sheller for more information.
Applications for editor in chief due Friday, April 8.
Applications for other staff positions due Thursday, April 14.
Take a chance. Dive into the deep end. Join the people who create the Times.

Campus Life
Lucy Rood’s hobby might just knock your socks off
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Sophomore nursing major Lucy Rood
smiles outside of the University Center.
Rood and her sisters have taken up
the hobby of putting on sock puppet
adaptations of their favorite musicals.
(Times photo by Jada Veasey.)

By Jada Veasey

H

editor in chief

ow does a group of three artistic people entertain themselves
throughout the year? For
Lucy Rood and her sisters, the
answer is obvious – you produce and film
a sock puppet musical, of course!
Rood is a sophomore nursing major
from Iowa City. She chose Mount Mercy
because “I was looking for somewhere
close by. I thought about going to [the
University of] Iowa, but I like the smaller
feel here.” Rood also chose Mount Mercy
for its stellar nursing program.
Of course, there is more to Rood’s
Mount Mercy experience than being a
nursing major. In addition to her studies,
she is also involved in Mount Mercy’s
choir and show choir programs, and
serves as the co-president of Alliance,
Mount Mercy’s LGBTQ+ and ally group,
alongside friend Jayde WatznauerChapman.
When she isn’t busy with choir, clubs,
or schoolwork, Rood helps her sisters with
elaborate sock puppet musicals. The sisters finished their first ever production, a
sock puppet version of the first act of “Les
Misérables” last summer. That musical
was three years in the making. Regarding
how they came up with the idea, Rood
said, “I think my sisters and I were just
messing around and making sock pup-

ever complete the project.
pets. I don’t know why we
Rood said they finished it
started making ‘Les Mis’
“out of spite,” and the trio
puppets.”
napshot
made their father sit through
After they began making
Meet the people
the entire performance on
puppets, they decided to
on The Hill
Father’s Day. “He thought it
make a stage and different
was great, everybody loved
backdrops to go along with
Lucy Rood
it,” said Rood.
it. After several years’ worth
The sisters, and a few
of sock puppet rumors, their
neighbors, are now working
father wanted to get rid of
on their second production, the musical
the stage the sisters had built at the start
“Anastasia.” Every person has their own
of the summer, doubting they would

S

job in making sure the production will go
off without a hitch. Rood’s job is to find
the script, the score, and karaoke tracks
for the musical. These productions aren’t
simple sock puppet lip syncs; the sisters
actually sing through each part of the
musical. On school breaks when Rood
heads home, she helps paint the sets and
backdrops.
If any Mustangs are interested in
watching last year’s production of “Les
Misérables,” the filmed version is available to watch publicly on YouTube with
the video title “Les Mis Puppets.”
The sock puppet musicals give Rood
one avenue to showcase her musical talents. She looks forward to singing more
next school year and is hopeful that the
university show choir will have more
performance opportunities. “It was hard
this year because of COVID, but next year
we’re supposed to have a cool theme and
be on top of it from the beginning.” In the
meantime, she’ll have plenty of opportunities to sing alongside her sisters once
summer begins.

Inaguration for University
President to take place in April
By Annie Barkalow

“I’ve had a warm welcome both on
campus and in the Cedar Rapids community. I have loved getting to know a lot
ine months after taking office,
of students and spend time with student
the 11th president of Mount
events,” said Olson, reflecting on his time
Mercy, Dr. Todd Olson, will
here so far. For Olson, the core value of
be officially sworn in during
the inauguration is moving the university
an inauguration ceremony taking place
forward while highlighting new energy
over two days on Thursday, April 28
and new directions, while also healing
and Friday, April 29. The ceremony will
from past events such as the derecho and
feature a faculty celebration, religious serthe pandemic. Financial stability and
vice, luncheon, and installation.
vitality are one of Olson’s many goals for
“Presidential inaugurations are a symMount Mercy, as well as being an asset to
bolic way for universities to celebrate first
the community.
and foremost the institution and secondly,
“I want to assure that every student at
the new individual charged with leading
Mount Mercy has an excellent experience
the institution. It is an opportunity for the
and I believe we’re already very strong
university to bring together our students,
in that way, but we want to look for what
faculty and staff, alumni, community and
can we do to further strengthen the expecolleagues in celebration of a new leader,
rience for students in the classroom and
emphasizing the mission and outlining
beyond the classroom. (The) second thing
the future,” said Todd Coleman, VP for
I want to do is to grow our enrollment in
enrollment and marketing who serves
ways that students want and in ways that
as co-chair of the inauguration planning
our community needs, and one of the key
committee, in an
areas where we’re
email.
already pushing on
Part of the
“I’ve had a warm welcome both on that in very helpful
ceremony will
ways is in nursing
campus and in the Cedar Rapids
feature a faculty
community. I have loved getting to and health areas,”
panel on the first
he said, pointing to
day with the
know a lot of students and spend
a recent partnership
theme “Pursuing
time with student events.”
with Mercy Medical
Innovation and
Center as evidence
Dr.
Todd
Olson,
University
President
Excellence in
of a way MMU
Teaching and
is meeting a vital
Service.”
community need.
“The panel discussion is designed to
The values of the Sisters of Mercy, the
highlight vital Mount Mercy programs
small college environment and the Critical
and majors that are preparing our graduConcerns are one of many things that
ates for an evolving workplace. The
drew Olson to apply as president, and
speakers will discuss unique energies in
carrying on the Catholic values and traditheir programs and majors, educational
tions while being actively inclusive is also
innovation, experiential learning, and
on the list.
community outreach by their programs,”
“I really treasure our Catholic Mercy
said Kristy Raine, director of library serMission and making sure that we are livvices who also serves as a co-chair of the
ing that out in ways that are both clear
inauguration planning committee.
and vibrant and inclusive is really imporMembers of the faculty panel include
tant, and a Catholic Mercy university is
Carol Heim, assistant professor of nursnot just for Catholic students,” he said,
ing, Doug McPhee, assistant professor,
“we’re committed (to being) both very
and clinical professor of MFT, and Joe
enthusiastically Catholic and also being
Nguyen, professor of chemistry. Other
enthusiastically inclusive and welcome.”
notables involved in the inauguration will
For information on the inauguration,
be the president of Georgetown, where
visit the website: https://www.mtmercy.
Olson previously served as Vice President
edu/about/leadership/inauguration
for Student Affairs, and the mayor of
Cedar Rapids, Tiffany O’Donnell.
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managing editor

Times editor Jada Veasey (left) sits nect to friend Emma Lantz (right) as Times
advisor Joe Sheller speaks at a reception to recognize the Times’ ICMA victories on
March 1. (Times photo by Annie Barkalow.)

Reception honors Times wins
By Joselyn Hildebrand

F

staff Writer

our Times editors were recognized for their outstanding
work at a reception on March
1 to honor their journalistic
achievements at the Iowa College Media
Association (ICMA) awards.
Jada Veasey, Times editor in chief,
won the “Pat Pisarik Student Journalist
of the Year” award, first place front
page, and second place headlines. Annie
Barkalow, managing editor, was awarded first place investigative reporting and
first place blog, for her blog “Anne with
an E.” Gwen Johnson, opinion editor,
was awarded second place blog for her
blog “The Girl in the Chair.” Veronica
Jons, who graduated from MMU in 2021,
was awarded first place front page, and
second place headlines. Veasey, Jons, and
Johnson also won first place staff editorial.
The Times’ faculty advisor, Joe Sheller,
individually announced the editors and
their awards. In the University Center,
the audience included Mount Mercy’s
president Todd Olson, Sister Linda
Bechen, families of the award recipients,
and many other Mount Mercy faculty,
staff, and students.
Sheller began the reception by
announcing the Times’ plans for a more
digitally focused future for the student
news organization. He said some chang-

es consists of reporting stories online
first before waiting to be published in
the paper, reformatting the physical
paper to a smaller size, and launching
new web media, such as multimedia
“vlog” style pieces. He then described
that the Times’ editor staff contained
mostly seniors and posed the question of
whether students will step up to become
editors on the staff.
“It’s really important that Mount
Mercy is supportive of the newspaper,”
Sheller said.
After being introduced for her
awards, Veasey shared a few words with
the audience. She shared a memory of
her and her sister growing up, reading
the newspaper over breakfast. She said
they used to argue over the comic strip
and the part of newspaper with many
words on it. Eventually she started wanting the “real” newspaper. As a nursing
student, she never expected to be in
charge of the Times, but she is glad that’s
what happened.
“Anyone of any major can be
involved in student media,” Veasey said.
Jons attended the reception to accept
the rewards given to her even though
she has since graduated. She said she
always enjoys seeing hard work pay off
and it’s great to be recognized for something like teamwork.
“Being on the Times staff is something I’ll always be able to take with me
everywhere I go,” Jons said.

Heard on the Hill
By Vanessa Gaul
staff writer

Anna Horsfall, freshman,
nursing major.
“I like to listen to music
because it kind of allows me to
escape from reality.”

The situation between Russia and Ukraine
is making everyone across the globe a bit
stressed right now. With that fact in mind, the

Madisyn Kreel, freshman,
business management
major.
“Probably listen to music. I
don’t know, I like to listen to
the lyrics, and it gets my mind
off things.”

Molly Wilson, freshman,
nursing major.
“I like to meditate because it
helps me clear my mind.”

What people are saying on topics of interest
Times asked:

Mercy Sikitu, junior,
healthcare administration
major.
“There’s this new show on
Netflix called “Young, Famous,
and African,” and I binge watch
it to relax.”

What is your favorite way to relax when you
are feeling stressed?

Rustine Talaboc,
sophomore, nursing major.

Dion Zhubi, junior,
exercise science major.

“Probably listening to music,
playing my favorite video
games, and stuff like that.”

“Going for a run because I
forget everything, and it makes
me feel better in general.”

