
Sexual Assault on Campus: Let’s Talk About That 

As noted in a news story, a recent film showing on sexual assaults has brought an 

important issue to light. 

According to national statistics, one in five women have a chance of being sexually 

assaulted within their four years of college. This statement haunts many young women attending 

colleges and universities across the nation. 

Every school official says their institution takes sexual assault and the safety of their 

students very seriously. How do students know whether or not this is actually a reality? 

Imagine this: You are at a campus party; you’ve had nothing to drink and are having a 

fun time with your friends dancing. All of a sudden you are grabbed by your jean’s back pocket 

and pulled down onto the nearby couch that is in a dark, deserted area of the room. 

A guy that you see in the cafeteria, see on the sidewalks to classes, you may have even 

seen him in a class before, is fondling your body even as you try to push his hands away. You 

keep saying “stop” and trying to get up, but his weight is too much and all he does is laugh at 

you. Finally, after what feels far too long, his friends notice and save you from the already too-

far situation. 

This is not a hypothetical situation; this is an experience shared with us by a Mount 

Mercy student. 

When things like this happen, do students report it or let it go? A big problem that could 

be clouding many students’ judgements is the connections that the person has on campus. If the 

student is well-known on campus, an athlete, or otherwise heavily involved, the victim may 



worry about others knowing the attacker and rumors quickly spreading, or worse, victim 

shaming. 

This is a problem that so many students at small campuses are dealing with. Despite 

having the “family-like” or “tight knit atmosphere,” in this case that feeling could be doing more 

damage than good. 

Most colleges struggle with sexual misconduct and assaults, but Mount Mercy has a 

relatively low number of reported cases. While this could be accurate and a positive thing, it’s 

also possible that incidents are under-reported to school officials. 

Maybe students don’t feel confident enough to report because of how small Mount Mercy 

is. The faculty and staff are authority figures, but they also typically try to be friendly and build 

good connections with students. 

Victims may worry that their story won’t be taken seriously because the assaulter is well-

liked by faculty and staff. To add to that, victims may not be comfortable filing a report because 

others may find out and their reputation could be tarnished. Students may just care too much 

about others’ opinions to help themselves. 

It’s no secret that news and rumors spread like wildfire at a small school. No one wants to 

be judged, talked about, stared at, or given a negative reputation. Could reporting an assault on 

campus really do that? 

It’s important for students to remember that if you are able to save another victim, stop 

another attack or put a stop to the assaulter, you would be seen with respect and might be able to 

prevent future assaults. After all, most attackers are multiple offenders. However, the 

responsibility should not all be on the victim. 



It would help if public safety patrols at night were more visible. Students may feel safer if 

there were more cameras in dormitory halls and stairwells and better lighting outside at night. 

This doesn’t just affect women. Men are overlooked when it comes to sexual assault. 

Although there is the stigma that only women can be a victim of sexual assault, that is not the 

case. 

There are many options to choose from when reporting. Students can contact public 

safety, a member of the Title IX team or a trusted faculty or staff member. However, those are all 

face-to-face options. Many students may feel too ashamed and traumatized to tell someone. A 

solution could be a link on the MMU app that gives you a form to fill out and submit or email 

that then goes to the Title IX team. From there, the team would be able to contact the victim to 

set up a meeting when the victim feels comfortable enough to confide in them one-on-one. 

It is the responsibility of the student body to come together and make reporting assaults 

on campus the least painful experience possible. No one should have to go through it alone. No 

one should be too embarrassed or ashamed to speak out. 

If you share your story and file a report, you can stop another person from being a victim. 

It can be a painful personal experience, but please report—you can choose to save fellow 

’Stangs. 


