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Mount Mercy
opens pantry
in library
By Madelyn Orton
Managing Editor

I

Amiibos! Video games
help student cope
Kat Wehde leans on family for support as
she pursues English-social work degrees.
See Snapshot, page 8

Times
seeks
new
editor
Connor Mahan,
editor-in-chief,
reflects on his experience in news
conference with journalism class.
Applications for editor-in-chief for
2018-2019 are due March 30.
See Page 3

Growing up with guns,
but still plans to walk out
Opinion columnist explains why she’s
comfortable around guns, but still thinks
the national school walkout and gun
control ideas deserve her support.
See Page 4

Falling to
ranked foes
Men’s volleyball team
fights hard but comes
up short during
matches Saturday.
See page 6

Cell
game
craze
hits MMU
HQ trivia game
offers its players
chances to win
cash by answering
trivia questions
twice a day.
See Page 8

Heads up:
Play with a dog
On Friday at 11 a.m. Counseling
Services will be having dogs in Betty
Cherry for students to interact with.
Students are invited to stop by over the
lunch hour to relieve some stress by
enjoying some canine companionship.

Trivia Night: ’90s
The M2AP Board is hosting trivia
night on Tuesday, March 27 at 7 p.m. The
theme for this trivia event is ’90s. Prizes
will be up for grabs.

Hunt Easter eggs
in the Greenspace
Keep an eye out for colored eggs
on Monday, April 2 at 11 a.m. on the
greenspace on campus. Eggs will be filled
with candy and cash prizes!

Click it:
Sneak peek at
Mustang Market
Check out
the MMU Times
website to find a
link to a YouTube
video made by
Campus Ministry,
made with equipment from the Mount
Mercy Times and editing assistance from
Connor Mahan, editor-in-chief. The video
shows where MMU’s new food pantry,
Mustang Market, will be located (hint—
you’re almost at the MMU Times). Check
the link on the Times web site, www.
times.mtmercy.edu. The direct link to
YouTube is:
https://youtu.be/HjWU0NAqvAo

n many communities, a
food pantry is a source
of relief for those who may
be struggling with food
insecurity. College students
have a tendency to be left
out when discussing food
insecurity; however, they
make up a large portion of
those who might encounter
this issue. Mount Mercy
University will soon be
able to give students
relief with the opening of
Mustang Market, MMU’s
new food pantry.
Mustang Market, the
Mount Mercy community’s
own food pantry, will be
opening on April 5 in the
lower level of the library.
“If we have food on
hand, this allows us to
remove the obstacle of
food insecurity on campus,” said Director of
Volunteerism and ServiceLearning, Jamarco Clark.
Clark said the idea originated from himself and
a couple other MMU staff
members.
“We began the talks in
the fall but it was a really
busy fall for me so I didn’t
have a lot of time to devote
to it, but this spring things
slowed down and I was
able to get things going,”
said Clark.
The hours of Mustang
Market will be from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.
“There is a stigma that
may come with using the
food pantry, but we really
want to work towards destigmatizing it,” said Clark.
“If you need food come get
food, there is nothing to be
ashamed about.”
The food pantry is open
to students, and Clark
reminds faculty and staff
to take advantage of it if
they forget their lunch.
Mustang Market is currently looking for a student
to be a Mustang Market
Chair. For more information about the Mustang
Market, contact Jamarco
Clark at jclark@mtmercy.
edu.

Feeding
the soul

Savannah Oler/Times

The Black Student Union
held their annual soul
food dinner in Betty
Cherry Feb. 28. Kammi
William (above) speaks.
BSU officers (left) were
also introduced. More
photos, page 3.

Enactus team creates websites
By Noah Dostal
Staff Writer

M

ount Mercy University’s
student Enactus team
partnered with GoDaddy to
help local vendors launch their
businesses online.
On March 3, students
worked for 24 hours to help
design and launch websites for
African Women Empowered,
Nutty Sisters, Crafter’s Chaos,
and the Looking Glass.
One Day GoDaddy sponsored the event. Each of the
vendors pitched their business
to a panel of judges at Mount
Mercy’s fourth Annual Market
at the Mount in December 2017.
The judges selected these four
businesses to receive a new
website.
The partnership between
GoDaddy and Enactus began

in 2015 to help improve the
Market at the Mount. Enactus
members discovered that over
50 percent of the businesses at
the market did not sell their
products online.
“We have enjoyed working
with the MMU Enactus team
these last two years and thought
this idea was great to do it all
in one-day instead of spreading
it out over a few months,” said
Jesse Rodman, supervisor for
GoDaddy. “Our employees are
excited to host these businesses
both on campus and online.”
Team members agreed that
this was a big opportunity lost
for these local vendors, so they
decided to do something about
it.
“After every market, we
asked vendors for feedback and
business needs,” said Andjela

Calason, One Day project leader. “They mentioned that having
an online store would increase
their sales, so we wanted to
make their dream come true
and turn a ‘someday website’
into a ‘one-day website.’”
The 24-hour build helped
to support four local groups
including African Women
Empowered which holds a
special place in the Enactus
team’s heart. Enactus partnered
with the group to make the
#Sandbags2Handbags project a
reality this past year.
“Everything our Enactus
team does impacts us in many
ways, knowing that we are
changing lives changes ours as
well,” said Calason. “Students
will take a lot out of this experience and hopefully apply it to
future careers.”

Freshman runner wants to draw attention to breathing condition
By Savannah Oler

Savannah Older/Times

Graphics Editor

Christiana Leske relaxes
during a recent track meet at
Wartburg College. Leske has
been dealing with breathing
problems since eighth grade.

M

is diagnosis can impact
anyone. It can even prolong absence from sports and
other activities.
Christina Leske, a freshman biology major, has been
involved in track for seven
years and is currently on
Mount Mercy’s Track and
Field team.
“I first started having
breathing problems when I
was in eighth grade and was
diagnosed with asthma”,
according to Leske. She recently learned, however, that this
was not the correct diagnosis.
“I got a new asthma nurse
about a year ago and she
started to look at the specifics
of my symptoms. I was having more trouble breathing in
than out, so she wanted me to
go to speech pathology to get
tested,” said Leske.
Before that appointment,
Leske had to push herself to
run until she was experiencing symptoms and then take a
video of herself to show to the
doctor.
“I took that video in for
my appointment and the doctor knew within the first few
seconds that I had vocal cord
dysfunction,” said Leske.
Vocal Cord Dysfunction
(VCD) is commonly misdiagnosed as asthma because
both have symptoms includ-

ing coughing, wheezing, and
and cause side effects, like in
throat tightness and hoarseLeske’s case. After being diagness, but they are two separate
nosed with VCD about a year
disorders.
ago, Leske’s
VCD is
routine has
the abnorchanged.
“Helping those with
mal closing
“I have had
of the vocal
the condition who have to change how
cords when
I breathe when
trouble exercising can
you breathe
I exercise and
in or out,
help them to understand try to focus on
and unlike
my breathing
how they can improve
asthma,
at all times,”
VCD isn’t an
Leske. “It
their breathing to make said
immune sysaffects how
tem reaction
and when I
exercising just a little
and doesn’t
take my asthbit easier.”
involve the
ma medicalower airChristina Leske, freshman biology tions because
ways.
the symptoms
Treatment
of vocal cord
for the two conditions is also
dysfunction cannot be treated
different; Being misdiagnosed
by medications.”
can lead to use of asthma
People should be made
medications that don’t help
more aware of Vocal Cord

Dysfunction, which is a topic
that Leske feels strongly about.
“It is a condition that is
not well known,” said Leske.
“Those who have it may be
completely unaware that
they have it and are therefore
treating it as something else
like asthma. Helping those
with the condition who have
trouble exercising can help
them to understand how they
can improve their breathing to
make exercising just a little bit
easier.”
Leske loves track at Mount
Mercy so far and has goals for
future seasons.
“I have absolutely loved
track this year,” said Leske.
“Our coaches are phenomenal
and go out of their way to help
their athletes. They care for
every one of us and have our
best interests in mind. I have
learned a lot about form and
strategy for running this year. I
look forward to this upcoming
outdoor season and hope to
continue to improve my running. I want to keep having
fun with my track family and
continuing to grow my love
for the sport.”
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Mahder Serkberhan
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Dr. Shannen Dee Williams,
assistant professor of the
United States and African
American history at the
University of Tennessee (far
right) speaks about the history
of black nuns. Dr. Williams
(right) welcomes guests at at
presentation last Thursday in
the Chapel of Mercy.

Tennessee history professor tells
struggles faced by black nuns
By Faith Robinson
Staff Writer

S

hannen Dee Williams,
Ph.D. and assistant professor of the United States and
African-American history at the
University of Tennessee, came to
Mount Mercy University’s chapel
March 8, to talk about the historic role of black women in the
Catholic sisterhoods. Williams
has been able to partially reconstruct this history over the past
10 years, with her ongoing
research.
“Many records have helped
to document, sometimes very
painfully, the extraordinary
lengths in which some communities went to keep black women
and children out of their ranks,”
Williams said.
The information that Williams
gathered not only “shook her to
her very core” but also helped

her to remain firmly in the
Catholic church despite its own
history of slavery, segregation
and racism.
Williams has been able to
gain archival records in various
Sisters of Mercy communities,
and testimonies of current and
past African-American Sisters
who gave her insight into the
black woman’s experience in religious life.
“Today’s fight to desegregate
the nations historically white
Catholic Sisterhoods remains one
of the most under-researched
topics in American history,”
Williams said. “Historians have
failed to analyze the impact of
the anti-black admissions policies
which existed in every corner of
the nation. Many churches don’t
acknowledge that such policies
existed, and how they impacted
not only black girls but the religious life itself.”

In 2016 Williams asked the
superiors of the nation’s communities to confront their history of racism and open up their
archrivals’.
Williams found that many
women across the country shared
similar stories of harassment,
bullying, isolation and abuse
after desegregation. The central
theme in all of their testimonies
was that many felt a clear pressure to deny and degrade their
racial heritage, and those who
did not were dismissed.
In the early 20th century
African-American women who
could pass as white women were
accepted into the white communities. Some chose to keep
their identity a secret. Those who
chose not to keep their identity a
secret and those who could not
pass as a white joined historically
all black orders.
It was not until after WWII

that white sisters began to desegregate their ranks, and it still
seemed that many of the communities more easily accepted
black women who were born
outside of the U.S. or could pass
as white. Many were forced to
leave the country to enter into
religious life.
The communities that did
take in women of color either
took in several or restricted their
access to one to two.
Many African-American
women who were rejected in the

50’s and 60’s have now come
back into the religious life, and
the younger ones are still entering.
“One does not need to look
hard [for the stories of black
nuns] they are there if you want
to see them,” said Williams.
Williams is currently working on her book manuscript for
Subversive Habits: The Untold
Story of Black Catholic Nuns in the
United States

Students takeover the UC for a night
of good ol’ fashioned country fun
The Univeristy Center was turned into a space full of line dancing,
country crafts, and food to promote students to stay on campus
By Doriann Whitlock
Staff Writer

S

Doriann Whitlock/Times

Students learn to line dance (top right), Students
gather round (top) to make crafts out of mason jars.
Two MMU students (above) converse in the UC during
the country themed takeover.

tudents at Mount Mercy experienced
a night full of laughter, food, crafts,
line dancing and bull riding. This opportunity gave students a chance to find
what connected them with their fellow
peers.
“It’s a new event we are bringing to
campus to give students something else
to do and make them want to stay on
campus,” said Jasmine Wardell, sophomore, elementary education.
For one student living on campus this
event seemed to fit into the theme of getting students involved on campus.
“It’s a Saturday night and something
fun was being offered on campus so why
not attend?” said Kyle Minor, sophomore, elementary education.

March: Month of gambling
By Madelyn Orton and
Connor Mahan

Managing Editor and Editor In-Chief

M

arch Madness is usually associated
with basketball, brackets, and the
NCAA. However, the month of march is
also a time of heavy gambling.
“March Madness, perhaps not surprisingly, tends to provide a peak time of
individuals reaching a crisis point with
gambling problems,” said Karol White,
Director of Counseling Services at MMU.
Gambling is a form of addiction,
according to Ingrid Conway of the
Substance Abuse Services Center.
Gambling treatment was first introduced in 1987, and the Substance Abuse

Services Center has been around since
1975 supporting those who are seeking
help about their addiction.
“What generally comes along with
addiction is suicide,” said Conway.
In 2017, 433 reported suicides happened in the state of Iowa. Addiction not
only affects the person who is gambling,
but others around them.
“It impacts others too – Their relationships are impacted and their finances,”
said Conway.
To get more information on gambling,
or how to seek help about a gambling
issue contact Karol White at kwhite@
mtmercy.edu or Ingrid Conway at conwayi@sasc-dbq.org.

On Saturday, March 7, students came
together to enjoy different opportunities student engagement provided, while
seeking a way to connect outside of their
normal groups. Some of those opportunities included sign making, mason
jar painting and customizing their own
license plate. Country food such as corn
and chicken were provided as well as
the choice of riding a bull before or after
they hit the dance floor.
“We wanted to host this event so
that students on campus can engage on
campus and to allow them to have fun,”
said Kaitlin Gregerson, junior, psychology major.
Mount Mercy Student Engagement
and M2AP Board collaborated in order
to bring students a night full of everything country.
“We host different UC Takeover’s

because we know students want large
events on campus and to get MMU
swag,” said Tiffany Leschke, director
of student engagement. “We will have
a new theme in April involving a superhero training camp.”
The UC Takeover Country Night was
just the beginning of this new collaboration between the organizations on campus and the student body itself. Mount
Mercy does not want our school to be
just about work, work, work until graduation. In fact students are supported to
grow as individuals and as fellow peers.
“By hosting these events students
get together to have fun and enjoy our
campus community,” said Kaytlyn
Rumelhart, sophomore, international
studies and philosophy major. “It also
reminds us that although we are all from
different places we are all Mustangs.”
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Audrey Sheller, assistant professor of nursing,
provides study abroad information to a
nursing student.

Fair features
study abroad
By Rob Brown
Staff Writer

M

MU showcases its latest study abroad
opportunities, engaging students in learning opportunities overseas.
The main programs offered are in England,
Scotland, Ireland and the United Kingdom.
These programs are open to anyone wishing to
study abroad.
“Several scholarships and grants are available, I encourage anyone willing to study abroad
to look into free money to help,” said Catharine
Cashner, MMU study aboard advisor.
One of the colleges MMU partners with is
Carlow College in Ireland.
“You will never be more unencumbered at
any other point in your life and the deeper you
go into debt, relationships or career, you will
never have the time to go like you do now,” said
Elizabeth Parks, study abroad ambassador from
Carlow College.
There are many different programs to choose
from and a variety of classes to take for several
majors, including nursing, education, business
and criminal justice.
You can spend a semester or a couple weeks
abroad, depending on how ambitious you are.
These programs also include excursions such
as spending the day exploring the fascinating
Stonehenge or London.
One of the faculty lead programs available
in January of 2019, is in the United Kingdom, to
study Healthcare, with professor Audrey Sheller
and Julie Macintosh.
This program highlights a comparison of the
United Kingdom’s healthcare system to our own
in the United States. This will also include several days in the city of Canterbury, where students
will meet faculty and students of the Canterbury
Christ Church University, as well as healthcare
professionals working in local hospitals and clinics.

Dinner

is served
Savannah Oler/Times

Alecia Monee sings during
the soul food dinner Feb. 28
(top).
Hot sauce spices up a
plate of chicken and other
food (middle). Students
select their food (bottom).
The fourth annual dinners
was the capstone event
for Black History Month at
MMU.

Editor looks back on experience as paper seeks new chief
Mahan says he didn’t contemplate leading student media when he transferred from Kirkwood to MMU
By Courtney Hoffman

CO 120 student photograph/Times

Staff Writer

Assistant professor, Joe Sheller briefly
talks to a journalism class about asking
Connor Mahan questions for an inclass interview and writing exercise.
The stories here were judged by Times
editors to be the best produced by the
class of new journalists.

T

he times are changing for the Mount
Mercy Times, as Connor Mahan, current editor-in-chief, prepares to graduate
this spring.
Mahan, a senior communication-media
major with a business administration
minor, never saw himself in this position.
The Times found itself in need of a new
editor-in-chief on short notice this year,
and he decided to apply for the position.
“I stepped up because I knew we needed someone with experience to take on
this position,” Mahan said. “It is surprising to me that I’m here. I only saw myself
getting into multimedia and web design.”
He was originally interested in working for the Times because he wanted to
be more involved in software, and was
interested in pursuing something related
to his communications major. Despite not
being a journalism major, Mahan leaves
a legacy of awards and achievements.
Not only has he won the Iowa College
Media Association award for best news
photograph twice, but he has also won an
award for the best news story of the year
for a piece that he co-wrote for the Times
during the flood of 2016.
His biggest takeaway from his Times is
design and layout skills. He said he was

also able to learn a lot about time management and teamwork skills.
During a news conference with a journalism class, Mahan said he is glad to
have been able to see the Times grow and
expand, and he is interested to see how it
will evolve in the future.
“We are growing a little bit more in
ways, getting more involved in multime-

dia and the website. I think we expand
with events as well,” Mahan said.
In 10 years, Mahan sees himself working in a multimedia specialist position.
He plans to start with a position related to
software, eventually moving on to computer science.
The position of editor-in-chief is important for student media at MMU, said Joe

Sheller, faculty advisor. Sheller, an associate professor of communication, noted
that the editor determines the focus of
the paper, putting it together and ensuring that everything is operating correctly.
Sheller and next year’s editor-in-chief will
name the other editors of the Times.
Mahan’s replacement will be named
by the Board of Student Publication, an
MMU committee that sets policy for the
Times. Applications are due by the end
of the day, March 30. The board will meet
and interview applicants to select the
editor-in-chief.
For more information, contact Sheller.
An application for editor-in-chief consists
of a one-page letter in which the application explains why they want to be editor, a resumé and three relevant writing
samples. Documents should be presented
Word or PDF format, and emailed to
Sheller at jsheller@mtmercy.edu.

Editor of Times answers questions posed during interview session with intro to journalism class
By Rob Brown
Staff Writer

D

uring an interview
session with a journalism class, Connor Mahan,
editor-in-chief of the
Mount Mercy Times and
senior, communicationmedia, talked about his
experiences. Here are some
of the questions students
asked, and the answers
Mahan gave:
Q: What made you
interested in becoming
editor-in-chief?
A: I actually wanted to
get more involved with
the software we currently
use in the newspaper and
I really wanted the experience for my resume, I have

learned a lot and the job
is always challenging me.
The Times needed someone with more experience,
I had a little bit of experience and I worked my up
from the bottom.
Q: Did you work for
any newspapers before?
A: No, I didn’t, but
the previous editor-inchief worked for the
Kirkwood newspaper, The
Communiqué, and it was
a great experience to learn
her perspective as she was
also a transfer student
from Kirkwood.
Q: What is the most difficult thing you’ve encountered?
A: I would say time
management, and I’m

constantly learning new
things. Editor-in-chief is
a big job, you must focus
on everything and be the
backbone and be there
when others can’t. You

have to make sure you are
there to make sure everything goes as planned and
intervene when necessary.
You must also use team
work and delegate.

Intermediate Ivy by Savannah Oler

Q: If you could recommend something to the
future editor in chief, what
would it be and why?
A: What I would recommend to the future editor

in chief, never stop learning. Also be ready to do
anything, whether that be
taking photos for an event,
writing articles and putting
the newspaper together.
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Heard on the Hill
By Caroline Groesbeck

What people are saying on topics of interest
With the promise of Spring Break in the air,
the Times asked MMU students:

“What are you looking forward to
most over spring break?”
Jenna Bermiss, freshman,
biology and biochemistry
“I am looking forward to
sleeping in past 7 a.m. for
once in my life.”

March 15, 2018

Food pantry will remove stigma,
stress from MMU community
D

on’t stress, MMU has got
Staff
your back. The Mustang
Editorial
Market food pantry will be providing free food for all MMU
The opinion
students, staff and faculty; and all of Times
editors
you need is your ID.
We’ve all had days where we
don’t have food in our homes, perhaps because
our schedules were so busy that we couldn’t run
to the grocery store or because our paycheck
has not come in yet. Whatever the case, the food
pantry, officially opens on April 5 at exactly 2
p.m. and is meant to relieve us from such stress.
The MMU Times staff couldn’t be more thrilled!
Of course, students (and we assume everyone else too) love the sound of free food, but at

times there is a stigma attached
Related
to free supplies. We hope our
Content
campus dispels such stigmas
Jamarco Clark
by making great use of the
food pantry. After all, the pan- is the head of
try is there for convenience and the Mustang
Market food
support.
pantry on
We thank Campus
page 1.
Ministries, Jamarco Clark and
Hawkeye Area Community
Action Program (HACAP) for
instituting such a great idea on our campus, and
we look forward for the Mustang Market opening.

Editor grew up with guns,
plans to support the walkout
G

rowing
Opinion
up, it was
nothing out of
the ordinary
for me to walk
into the kitchen to find my
dad sitting at
the table, his
shotgun across Madelyn
Orton
his lap, with
Managing Editor
a plethora of
rags, cleaning
oils, and spare
gun parts spread out before
him.
We often sat on his lap as
he methodically cleaned his
gun and explained the many
parts and how they operated.
From an early age, we were
taught how to properly hold,
handle, and walk with a gun;
and while other kids were
getting plastic NERF guns
for Christmas, we were not
allowed to point the NERF
guns at people, because you
don’t point guns at people –
whether it’s a plastic toy or not.
A beautiful glass gun
cabinet sits in the corner of
my living room at home. My
brother proudly displays our
great-grandfather’s rifle on the
wall of his room. Our freezer is
full of deer, turkey, and squirrel

K’Asia Parks, freshman,
communications and
journalism
“I’m looking forward to
spending more time with my
family and being off campus
and experiencing what
Cedar Rapids has to offer.”

Momo Boarde, sophomore,
criminal justice
“I’m going to be working
and trying to get involved in
the community.”

McAuley scholar says MMU
needs to fix crowding problem

Kayla Ridgeway, senior,
graphic design
“I’m looking forward most
to relax at home because
school is very overwhelming.
So, I’m excited to go see my
dogs, who I haven’t seen in
weeks.”

W

ith this
being Opinion
my second year
at Mount
Mercy
University, I
notice more
students
than my first Barry Doe
year here.
Staff Writer
As a student
who lives
on campus,
I can tell you that it is very
crowded in the dorms.
I think Mount Mercy has to
do something about the number of students living on campus. Trying to fit more students
into already existing rooms is
not going to solve the problem.
As if not having air conditioning in McAuley and Regina
wasn’t hot enough.
The idea that more students
in a room will bring us together
is not very accurate. Crowding

Chuck Uthe, junior, English
major
“Sleep.”

T
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meat from animals that my dad up around them. But there
is an astronomical difference
and brother have killed for us
between a muzzleloader used
to eat.
to kill a deer and an assault
Being raised in a rural,
rifle.
farming/hunting community,
Assault rifles used in the
guns are not only important,
but they are a part of our liveli- horrific school shootings are
designed for one purpose in
hood and lifestyle.
mind – to kill. Using this kind
However, as the daughter,
of weaponry on a deer, or even
granddaughter, and sister of
on larger game, will annihilate
NRA members, I planned to
it, leaving no useable resources.
participate in the walk-out
What happened in Florida
scheduled Wednesday, one
was absolutely awful in every
month after the Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas High School way. My family, who are “proguns,” and use guns for recreshooting.
ational, sporting, and hunting
I am doing so because I
purposes, would not have a
believe in the Sisters of Mercy
problem with
critical connever owncern of nonBeing raised in a
ing an assault
violence and
rifle, or pertheir mission
rural, farming/hunting
haps making
of “reducing
the process of
violence in
community, guns are
owning a gun
our communinot only important but
a little harder.
ties,” as Sister
I respect
Linda said in
they are a part of our
guns, and the
her email to all
people who
MMU students livelihood and lifestyle.
rely on them
and faculty
for their lifeencouraging
style, but I support stricter gun
participation in the walkout.
laws against high-powered
Guns are essential to my
family’s way of life. From hunt- weaponry. The individuals who
are itching to get their hands
ing with my dad, to practicing
on these types of firearms
on orange clay birds at the
aren’t looking to go hunting.
shooting range, I’ve grown

he Mount Mercy Times is a
biweekly student publication
serving MMU students, faculty,
and staff and those close to the Mount
Mercy University community. The Times
is published on alternate Thursdays
during the school year (each issue
has a Thursday date, but the paper is
usually distributed Wednesday).
In addition, the Times maintains
a student-run website for the
dissemination of additional news in
various forms, including Times TV
video stories.
Membership on the staff of the
Times is open to any MMU student,
full- or part-time, undergraduate or
graduate.
Please attend one of our staff
meetings, which are all open to the
public, or contact an editor or our
advisor for more information. Meetings
will be announced in the paper, via
social media and with on-campus
posters
Staff Writers are listed by name on

where on campus I want to
dorm rooms will only bring
live.
more problems for Resident
Honestly, I see nothing
Life. It will also cause more
wrong with living on campus.
problems among students.
It’s just that every year the popAs a Catherine McAuley
ulation on campus is going to
scholar, I know we make up
get bigger and
a large porbigger, which
tion of the
will only lead
students living As a Catherine McAuley
on campus,
scholar, I know we make to more of us
having to stay
and that we
up a large portion of
in one dorm
are required
room.
to live on
the students living on
If we are
campus, for
supposed
to
all four years
campus, and that we
live here all
of college. I
are required to live on
four years,
appreciate
that the school
campus for all four years then living in
tight quarters
pays for my
with an excestuition for
of college.
sive amount
all four years
of people is
that I am at
not going to
Mount Mercy
feel like home at all. It will
University. Living on campus
feel more like a prison. If I am
all four years is only a problem
going to live on campus all
to me because by the time I am
four years then I want feel like
a senior, there will be less and
I actually live here.
less options when it comes to

the stories they write, photographers
are credited on photos.

the Times office in the lower level of
the Busse Library.

ontent in the Times represents
student writers, and is not official
communication from Mount
Mercy University. Editorials express
the opinions of the Editorial Board and
may not be the opinion shared by the
university nor by all individual Times
staff members. Bylined commentaries
and cartoons reflect the opinions of the
writer or artist.

The Times sells advertising space.
Advertisers are responsible for their
own content, but the Times reserves
the right to refuse an ad at it’s sole
discretion.

C

Letters to the editor are encouraged.
Letters should be concise, 300 words
or less, and preferably emailed. The
author’s name, phone and address
must be included. The name is
published with the letter. Longer
commentary, in the form of guest
columns, is also encouraged. Besides
the name, a photograph of the author
is published with guest columns.
The Times reserves the right to edit
or omit submissions. Letters and other
submissions may be sent to the Times
via email, campus mail or brought to

The Mount Mercy Times will not
print material found to be in poor
taste or that it deems detrimental to a
person’s personal character. However,
provocative comments on matters of
public interest are encouraged.
Letters are due Friday at noon
for consideration of publication the
following Thursday.
Mailing address:
Mount Mercy Times
Busse Library, Lower Level
1330 Elmhurst Drive NE
Cedar Rapids IA 52402
Web: times.mtmercy.edu
Email: times@mtmercy.edu
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Dining makes changes
due to student ideas
collected by SGA
I

Disney publicity photo from movie’s web site

Storm Reid plays Meg Murry and Levi Miller portrays Calvin in the new movie “A Wrinkle In Time.”

Despite some wrinkles, sci-fi film wins
O

riginally pubReview
lished in 1962,
Madeleine L’Engle’s
novel “A Wrinkle in
Time” became a success with young readers as it took them
on a journey through
time and space with
this science fiction
Cameron
adventure. Now after Junge
56 years of captivatMovie Reviewer
ing readers worldwide, the beloved
story has been brought to life on the
big screen courtesy of Disney and
director Ava DuVernay.
Meg Murry and her little brother
Charles Wallace embark on a cosmic
journey to find their missing father
Alex Murry who mysteriously disappeared several years ago.
Joined by Meg’s classmate Calvin
O’Keefe and guided by the three
mysterious astral travelers known
as Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who and Mrs.
Which, the children brave a danger-

ous journey to a planet that possesses
all of the evil in the universe.
All of the child actors did a phenomenal job in A Wrinkle in Time,
with a standout performance coming
from newcomer Storm Reid as Meg
Murry.
However, the real strength of
the film comes from the stellar acting performances of its ensemble
adult cast that includes Chris Pine,
Oprah Winfrey, Mindy Kaling, Reese
Witherspoon, and Zach Galifianakis.
Furthermore, the themes of selfidentity, friendship and family are
helpful in sending positive messages to young audience members
about staying true to themselves and
believing in one another.
That being said, A Wrinkle in
Time is not a perfect adaptation and
there are a couple of flaws which
prevent the movie from being a great
book to film adaptation.
For instance, while the CGI used
for the action sequences and the
planets where the main characters

traveled to was breathtaking for the
most part, there were times where it
came off as weak and made me feel
as if I was watching a video game
cinematic trailer.
One other issue with A Wrinkle
in Time was that the pacing felt
rushed because whenever there’s a
scene where something interesting is
about to happen, the scene cuts away
instead of letting it play out.
Overall, A Wrinkle in Time is a
very entertaining movie and despite
some sequences where CGI is weak
and the pacing is choppy, it still manages to be a fun adaptation that’s
sure to satisfy longtime fans of the
source material.
I give A Wrinkle in Time 3 ½ mustangs out of 5 because it manages to
overcome its flaws by providing fans
of the source material with solid acting performances from its ensemble
cast, well-crafted action sequences
and important life lessons that will
leave audiences feeling satisfied once
the credits start rolling.

sn’t it
Student
crazy to
government
think that
Spring
Break is
almost here
Mustangs!
It seems
like we
were just
starting this Abby
Recker
semester
SGA President
a week or
two ago,
but in reality, we’re half way done!
Even though the time has
flown by, SGA has gotten a
lot accomplished.
For the past few weeks
we’ve really been pushing to hear about student
opinions from Whine Week
to the capital improvement
posters hanging up. Just
because we’re asking for
your opinions right now
doesn’t mean we don’t
want to hear them all year
round, so keep them coming!
I’m sure you’re wondering if something is actually
being done about everything you’ve told us. We’ve
taken all of your complaints and given them to
the departments that are in
charge of them. They then
gave us information on
each of these complaints,
and if we can actually
change them.

This means the university is really hearing each
and every one of your
voices. Soon, we will be
sending out an email that
will address each of these
things so that everyone can
see exactly what is being
done.
Speaking of things
changing, I would like
to give a shout out to the
dining department. They
were really excited to hear
all of your ideas, and have
already made some changes based on your input.
Anyone notice the Crunch
Berry cereal in the cafeteria? Now you can eat it
when you smell it outside
(and every other day too).
They’re also looking
into doing a crepe bar,
which is another suggestion which came straight
from you, the students.
Thank you dining for
being so accommodating
and really taking the students input!
Lastly, we will be taking
your ideas from the posters
hanging outside the cafeteria, and looking at everyone’s opinion. Soon we
will be able to announce
which projects we will
move forward with!
Don’t forget that your
voice counts, and have a
great spring break!

Publicity image from Gamenight.com

Rachel McAdams and Jason Bateman star in “Game Night.”

‘Game Night’ is solid
comedy with some heart
F

Josh Harmon/Times

Mahlon Steepleton, freshman journalism, takes a shot during a recent intramural pool tournament.

Thursday pool tourney part of intramural events
By Josh Harmon
Staff Writer

M

ount Mercy University
Intramurals provide
friendly recreational competition
amongst faculty and students.
What better way than to use our
billiards room on campus for a
free of charge bracket tournament.
Around 20 participants set
the stage for Thursday night’s
single elimination competition.
Students enjoyed music, snacks

and each other’s company while
waiting around for their turn to
play. The winning player was to
receive a $15 gift card to Chili’s
as well as a T-shirt.
“It wasn’t as much the prize,
as the event, that led me to interest of the tournament,” said
Junior Dalio, the winner of the
tournament.
The next event was root beer
pong in the University Center
which took place on Wednesday,
at 7:30 p.m.

“My favorite event to put on
is sand volleyball,” said Tyus
Thompson, senior, English and
creative writing major. “It’s so
great to see everyone come out
and have a good time at the
beginning of the school year.”
I was eliminated in the second
round of pool play by potting the
8 ball early. Although my pool
career was cut a bit early, it was
a perfect way for me to get away
from some studies and spend
time with fellow students.

rom the writers of “Horrible Review
Bosses,” comes the
newest action-comedy “Game Night.”
The movie features
Jason Bateman as
Max and Rachel
McAdams as
Cally
Annie, a married
Salter
couple and board
game enthusiasts in Staff Writer
suburban America.
However, their
traditional game night is turned
upside down when Brooks,
Max’s charming and successful
older brother, rolls into town.
The brother rivalry is the reason
behind Max’s feelings of inferiority, and he’s further upstaged
when Brooks hosts an elaborate
murder mystery inside his posh
home.
Max and Annie are joined
by their friends and competing
couples; high school sweethearts
Kevin and Michelle, and the mismatched duo of dumb Ryan and
British brainiac Sarah. However,
things quickly turn deadly when
Max is kidnapped for real, and
the couples become involved in
high-stakes car chases and helicopter action scenes.
The tricks and turns does

enough to make sure the plot
never gets too formulaic, and an
electric supporting cast provide
an endless supply of gags, wit
and wisecracks. Jesse Plemons in
particular is a scene stealer as a
sympathetic, socially awkward
police officer who just wants to
be part of the gang.
Overall, “Game Night” is a
solid addition to the comedy
genre. The main leads are in fine
form – Bateman’s trademark
deadpan is on full display and
Rachel McAdams is stellar with
comedic prowess reminiscent of
her popular role in “Mean Girls.”
Beyond the comedy, “Game
Night” excels most when it
explores the small details of
relationships. Kevin’s increasing
obsession over his high school
sweetheart’s celebrity affair,
and Max and Annie’s conflict
over whether to have kids adds
heart as well as humor. Annie’s
attempts to patch Max’s gun
wound with a bottle of chardonnay and a corn-chowder
recipe is just one example of the
funny and surprisingly touching
moments that makes this movie
a hit.
MMU Times Rating: 4 out of 5
Mustangs for funny portrayal of
relationships.

MMU music groups tour area high schools for second time
By Collin Wiley
Sports Editor

T

he Mount Mercy fine arts department
went on their second annual tour
Friday, March 9 to area high schools to
try and encourage high school members
to not only come to Mount Mercy, but
to continue performing musically after
graduation.
“We went on tour to area high schools
to encourage high school students the
musical opportunities we offer and
encourage them to continue their musical passions while getting an outstanding

education at Mount Mercy University,”
said director of bands Steve Stickney.
Both the Mount Mercy choir and band
loaded the busses at approximately 6:30
in the morning to go to their first stop at
Benton Community High School in Van
Horne, Iowa. From their they went just
south of Riverside, Iowa to Highland
Community Schools and then went to
Coral Ridge Mall to eat lunch. After lunch,
they took a short 10-minute drive to Tiffin,
Iowa and performed their musical selections at Clear Creek Amana High School,
they concluded their tour in the Amanas

Colonies for a nice “family style” meal
put on my the Ronneburg Restaurant in
Amana, Iowa.
The fine arts area does not only want
to recruit for its own programs, but make
connections outside of the Mount Mercy
community as well.
“I think it is a wonderful outreach
opportunity for the university and our
music department, “said Stickney. “It
serves as a meaningful way for high
school student to envision themselves
at our school, and the day together also
allows our members to strengthen friend-

ships and develop a stronger sense of
community within our department.”
Stickney said the students in band and
choir are grateful to the university for
supporting the tour, although the university benefits, too.
“Our members were outstanding representative of MMU,” said Stickney. “When
the university band and choir performs off
campus our members serve as ambassadors to the university through their musical talent and polite, gracious interactions
with others.”
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Coach Mary Kay Van Ort (far right) coaches her team
from the sidelines. The team huddles after winnning
a point (right). Blockers Evan Gaskill and Ben Steffen
(top right) attempt to block a Briar Cliff attacker.
Matt Belling (above) jump serves, looking for an ace.

Sophomore Andrew Colantone (right), sets the ball while teammates Strahil Svilenski (9), and libero
Ben Ruggles (11) get ready. Evan Gaskill (above) goes to tip the ball past the blockers of Briar Cliff.

Despite hard fight, Mustangs come up short against Chargers
By Matthew Mumm
Staff Writer

O

n March 10, the Mount
Mercy men’s volleyball
team (14-5) fought hard against
the third-ranked Briar Cliff
Chargers (9-2) in the Hennessey
Recreation Center, but fell short.
The Mustangs were outstanding during the first set, as
they were leading twice by two

points. However, the Chargers
were able to catch up and finished strong to win the first set
with 25-23. After the first set,
fans and players still had hope
that the Mustangs were able to
win the second.
“We are a young team, in
volleyball after playing a set,
you get the opportunity to start
over again by resetting the score
scoreboard 0 to 0,” said Strahil

Svilenski, sophomore, international management major. “This
is what motivates me and my
teammates.”
The Mustangs gave a good
effort in the second set, but when
the Chargers got out in front
with the lead, they were able to
hold it and make the score 25-16.
The Chargers only needed one
more match to win the game
and the pressure was on for the

Mustangs.
As set three commenced, the
Mustangs were not going down
without fight and they were
able to score 17 points against
the Chargers, but unfortunately
Briar Cliff was able close out and
win match 3, with a final score
of 25-17.
“We definitely could have
played harder, but what we do
after a loss, is learn,” said Ben

Steffen, freshman, criminal justice major. “Even if you have
a record of 1 and 5, you still
always can learn how to be a better player and a better team.”
The MMU Mustangs play
their next game on the road
against Missouri Valley College,
Saturday, March 17 in Marshall,
Missouri.

Ball fever: March brings earliest Opening Day for MMU MLB fans
W

e’re already into
Opinion
the second week of
March, and that means
most Mount Mercy students are thinking about
getting ready for spring
break. But for others, like
myself, it’s the start of
the MLB spring training
Mahlon
season.
Steepleton
It’s also about getting
Staff Writer
pumped for Opening
Day. Opening Day is
the one of the best days
of the year for Major League Baseball
because it’s a new start/beginning for
teams that didn’t qualify for the playoffs
last year.
For teams that did make the playoffs,
it’s a chance to get even better—getting
back to playing good baseball and trying
to make the playoffs again. Opening Day
is the first day for Major League Baseball
games start.
The 2018 Major League Baseball regular season will begin on March 29.
Opening Days have always taken place
in the month of April. This will be the earliest Opening Day in League History. Last
November, the Houston Astros defeated

the Los Angeles Dodgers 5-1 in Game 7 to
win their first-ever World Series championship.
Vegas has the Astros at 6/1 odds to
win the 2018 World Series. The Dodgers,
along with the Astros are also at 6/1 odds
of winning the World Series. My Chicago
Cubs are at 8/1 odds to win the World
Series.
The Cubs in the off-season picked up
free agent Japanese right-handed pitcher,
Yu Darvish. Darvish is considered by
scouts/analysts to be one of the best
pitchers in the MLB. Darvish last pitched
for the Dodgers and the Rangers.
MMU baseball player, Owen
Carstensen, freshman, is also a Cubs fan
and is excited about the upcoming MLB
season.
“With the most recent pick-up of Yu
Darvish, I think the Cubs are getting some
better players in the areas we need,” said
Carstensen. “I look forward to the time I
get to spend with my friends and family
and watch Cubs games all summer long,”
The Yankees are the favorites to win
it all this year with 5/1 odds. The reason
why Vegas picked the Yankees to win it all
this year is because during the off-season,
the Yankees traded their starting short-

MMU baseball
stop Starlin Castro,
“I look forward to the time I get
player, Ben Larson,
minor leaguers
senior, is excited
Jorge Guzmán and
to spend with my friends and
to watch a young
José Devers, to the
Miami Marlins
family and watch Cubs games all Chicago White Sox
team.
for right-fielder
summer long.”
“They have a
Giancarlo Stanton
and for cash considOwen Carstensen, freshman lot of young, talented players—like
erations.
infielders Yoan
Stanton is the
Moncada and Tim
second player in
Anderson. Pitchers Michael Kopech
major league history to be traded after a
and Carlos Rodon, and outfielder Luis
50-homer season. The Yankees now have
Robert,” said Larson.
two 50+ home-run hitters on their team
The first game on Opening Day kicks
with Stanton and a 25 year old rookie outoff with the Chicago Cubs visiting the
fielder Aaron Judge. This team is getting
Miami Marlins. You can catch the game
compared to the 1929 Yankees, nicknamed
“Murder’s Row.” That 1929 Yankees roster and the first pitch on ESPN at 11:30 a.m.
(C.T.). The next two games on ESPN are
had hall of fame players, Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig. On September 25, 2017, Judge the defending World Series Champions,
hit his 49th and 50th home runs, tying and the Houston Astros taking on the Texas
Rangers at 2:30 p.m. (C.T.). At 6 p.m.
surpassing Mark McGwire’s single season
(C.T.), rival teams the San Francisco Giants
rookie home run record.
Judge finished the season with a whop- and Los Angeles Dodgers square-off in
L.A. The night capper is the Cleveland
ping 52 home runs. On the flip-side, the
Indians taking on the Seattle Mariners, in
teams that are rebuilding this year and
Seattle, Washington.
most likely won’t make the playoffs are
the Chicago White Sox, Texas Rangers,
Kansas City Royals, and the Miami
Marlins, just to name a few.

Sports

March 15, 2018

7
Collin Wiley/Times

MMU softball player (far
left) runs to first base
after getting a base hit.
Freshman, Jess Heick,
(left) extends her glove
to catch a ball. The
Mustangs are currently
9-6 overall this season.

Sophomore pitcher
Madelyn Irwin (far right)
pitches. Senior, Kirsten
Peterson (right) is at bat
while her teammates and
Coach Yoder support her.

Softball opens play at Plaster Complex field with split
By Collin Wiley
Sports Editor

T

he Mount Mercy women’s softball
team opened up Busse Field at the
Robert W. Plaster Athletic Complex by
splitting a double-header with Graceland
University on Saturday.
MMU ended up having some fourth

innings woes in game 1, allowing 3 hits
along with 3 runs, which led Graceland to
a 6-1 game one win over the Mustangs.
Madelyn Irwin (So.) pitched 7 innings,
allowing 7 hits, 9 strikeouts, and 3 walks.
Claudia Magana (Sr.) scored MMU’s only
run of the game off of a Jess Heick (Fr.)
single. Magana went 0-2 batting while
Mallory Madsen (Sr.) went 3-4 batting and

Heick went 1-4 batting with a RBI.
The second game of the series went
a little more in the Mustang’s favor as
the women scored 12 runs in six innings
to give MMU the split series against
Graceland.
Tawny Menster pitched all 6 innings
allowing 4 hits, 3 runs and forced 10
strikeouts in in the Mustang win. Magana

went 3 for 4 batting with 4 RBI’s and a run
scored. Jessica Miller (Jr.) also went 3 for 4
scoring 2 runs along with 2 RBI’s.
The women are back in action on
Thursday when they face off against
William Penn in a double-header at Busse
Field. First pitch will be at 5 p.m.

Sports shorts
Bruyeres leads
men golfers to third place
Junior William Bruyeres led the Mount
Mercy men’s golf team to a third-place finish at the Bethany College Spring Classic.
Bruyeres shot a 76 good for 6-over-par. The
weather caused the tournament to be shortened to just one round.
Thomas Schuhkraft finished in the top
shooting an 81 to tie for 10th. Philip Nelson
tied for 15th, George long tied for 19th, Tyler
Stuek tied for 21st and Nile Happel tied
for 27th. Mount Mercy finished third at the
tournament. The Mustangs are off to Primm
Valley, Calif., for the Battle at Primm on
March 19-20.

Women golfers tie for fifth place
The Mount Mercy women’s golf team
joined the men at the Bethany College
Spring Classic in McPherson, Kansas. The
Mustangs tied for fifth during the one day
tournament. The second round was wiped
out by weather.
Allyson Wertz led the Mustangs finishing in tenth place shooting a 94. Cheyenne
Broquard was three strokes back of Wertz,
finishing in 16 place. The Mustangs will
travel to Primm Valley, Calif. To compete in
the Battle at the Prime. Play begins March
19-20.

Central Methodist ends
men’s basketball play
After the Mount Mercy men’s basketball
team generated a 12-point lead by halftime, they were outscored by (7) Central
Methodist in the second half for a heartbreaking loss of 77 to 81 Feb. 28 in Fayette,
Missouri. This ended the Mustangs season
at 15-16 overall. Mychael Brawner, led the
Mustangs scoring effort with 16 points.
Antwain Strong was not far behind with 15
points, seven rebounds and five assists.

Women’s basketball team
plays well, but fall to Baker
The Mount Mercy women’s basketball team wasn’t able to hold onto their
double-digit lead against Baker University.
However, the Mustangs probably played
their best game of the season. The Mustangs
lost 57 to 60. Ashley Dolan, senior, scored 19
points (her highest scored amount in a single game) with six rebounds (a team best).
Dolan also led the team with three assists
and two steals.

Rob Brown/Times

As Evan Jackson looks on, Noah Dostal heads into home during a March 3 baseball game at the Plaster Complex.

Baseball looks to improve solid start
By Alex Robbins
Staff writer

C

oming into the weekend of March
3 and 4, the baseball team held a
5-8 record. This was somewhat of a
disappointing start to the season for a
talented and very deep roster of players.
The Mustangs looked to start turning
around this trend of mediocre play with
a 4-game series against Cornell.
“It’s still early but we need to cut
down on walks and improve our quality of at bats,” said Tito Berdecia, junior,
business major. “I believe that we have
a chance to compete with anyone and I
expect to play better because our goal is
still to win the conference.”
Dustin Amos, senior, took the mound
in the first game of the series and delivered with a strong performance while
pitching into the seventh inning, eventually earning the win.
Entering the bottom of the sixth
inning, the score was 3-0 in favor of

the Mustangs when outfielder Eric
Weisbrod, senior, homered to left-center
field. Chandler Poell, freshman, entered
the game with one out in the seventh
and closed out the 4-0 victory.
Unfortunately for the Mustangs,
pitching was not the strength early in
the second game as the score was 7-1
in favor of Cornell entering the fifth
inning. Brady Donohue, freshman, and
Tyler Rippel, sophomore, had a combined five scoreless innings to finish out
the game. Collin Shrader, sophomore,
added a double and Eric Weisbrod contributed to the effort with a triple in the
game.
The second day of the series opened
up with a one-sided effort in favor
of the Mustangs while Tyler Rippel
highlighted the pitching with 4 strong
innings, earning the win. The offense
exploded for 17 runs, 11 hits, and 10
walks in a team effort that ended up
with a 17-4 final score.
The fourth and final game of the

series saw Cornell get out to 3-0 lead
after the first two innings off of Matt
Trouten, junior, who got the start on
the mound for Mount Mercy. Trouten
settled down to finish the game with 6
innings and 11 strikeouts before earning
the win. The Mustangs scored 5 unanswered runs to come back and win the
finale, 5-3. Chandler Poell earned the
save after closing out the series.
“We need to continue to limits walks
and clean things up defensively if we
want to maintain this success,” said
Kale Orman, freshman, business marketing major. “We did a nice job cutting
down on errors this weekend and our
offense showed what we are capable
of.”
Overall, the Mustangs finished the
weekend 3-1 against a formidable opponent in Cornell College. This put their
record at 8-9 and helped to get the team
back on track to where they hope to be
at the end of the season.
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Perceptions
publication
revived
Old MMU publication
will make a new
appearance, but in an
online venue
By Marshall Muehlbauer
Staff Writer

T

he English department is reviving the previous publication of
Perceptions, an interdepartmental analytical publication.
Not published since early 2010’s,
this publication features essays, conference writings and abstracts from
students who are not necessarily a
part of the English program.
“I want [perceptions] to represent
the school and [its] departments to the
community,” said Joseph Hendryx,
Professor of English and faculty advisor.
Hendryx hopes that this publication allows other students and faculty
to become more aware of the different departments at Mount Mercy
University.
Perceptions is also working with
local high schools from the Cedar
Rapids and Marion school districts to
promote analytical writing. The publication is creating essay contests for
these high school students, where winning essays will be published.
Similar to the Paha Review,
Perceptions is a student run publication.
Hendryx explains that the publication incorporates all students on
campus, involving any student of any
discipline for publication and graphic
design students for aesthetics. The
publication is run by a student from
the English program.
Hendryx says that the day-to-day
operations of the publication are managed by students, where as he gets
to do “the boring stuff” like sending
emails.
Perceptions will be published
online in April in concert with the
Paha Review.
Editor’s Note: MMU Times Managing
Editor is apart of the Perceptions publication. To submit a piece or to get more
infomation email her at morton1085@
mtmercy.edu.

Video games help student relieve stress
By Connor Mahan
Editor-In-Chief

Connor Mahan/Times

B

alancing college, work, and hobbies
can be a chore—especially if you
don’t have access to adequate transportation. Sometimes family is only the thing
that can help.
Kat Wehde, junior, English and social
work double major, not only finds herself busy with five classes and working
at a daycare but she also has to figure
out methods of transportation between
Mount Mercy and work because she has
albinism and astigmatism.
Albinism is a congenital disorder
that hurts vision and also impacts the
pigmentation of skin, making a person prone to sun burn and illnesses.
Astigmatism causes blurred vision.
“I’m actually in the process of getting
graduation.
my permit, and I got my doctor’s signa“The reason why I want to make it
ture so I soon will be able to drive using
through
school is because my mom and
a restricted license,” said Wehde. “I can’t
dad
didn’t
go to college,” said Wehde. “I
wait to drive because I will be able to go
also want to be more finanshopping, and it will give me
cially stable, and I felt getting
more independence.”
a degree from Kirkwood
When Wehde was youngwasn’t enough.”
napshot
er, her mom took her to all
There are times when we
her doctor/eye appointMeet the people
need a break from school and
ments as well as helping
on The Hill
when Wehde isn’t focusing
her with her education. For
Kat
Wehde
on school, she’ll be playing
Wehde, her mom has been
with her puppy, Bear; watchan inspiration and motivaing football; seeing cousins;
tion. Wehde’s family also
or
playing
video
games.
continues to support her in a variety of
“My
favorite
video
game is probways as she continues to work toward

S

Kat Wehde (above)
plays “Kirby Star
Allies” on her
Nintendo Switch
gaming console.
Figurines (left) consist
of some of Wehde’s
favorite characters
from the Mario Bros
and Kirby series.
These Amibo figurines
can unlock certain
advantages in the
game and can help the
player level up.

ably Mario Kart, Splatoon, or Animal
Crossing,” said Wehde. “My aunt is
actually the one who got me into video
games from a young age.”
Wehde isn’t the only family member
interested in video games, her cousins
are, too. They each have their own video
game collection that include vintage consoles, games, amiibos, player guides and
more.
“I’m very causal when it comes to
playing video games,” said Wehde.
“Playing video games helps me escape
from reality. It also helps me when I’m
stressed so I can play for a little bit and
then I can get back on track.”

Smartphone game that’s taken over the world - and MMU
By Savannah Oler
Graphics Editor

H

Q Trivia is the app that has Mount Mercy
students and faculty eagerly waiting by
their phones when the clock comes close to 2
pm and 8 pm. When the banner appears across
their phones and the countdown begins, an
anticipation builds due to the fast-pace flow
of the game. 12 questions will be asked by the
host (typically Scott Rogowsky), with only ten
seconds to answer them, for a shot at winning
“cold, hard cash.”
The app launched last August in 2017, and
has rapidly grown from hundreds, to thousands, to millions of players each day. HQ
Trivia was created by Rus Yusupov and Colin
Kroll, who previously co-created the social

video app Vine before selling it to Twitter in
2012 for a reported $30 million.
HQ typically gives cash prizes out in
a range that is around $2,000 but has been
as high as $50,000. The prize is split evenly
between all the winners, which has left champions with anywhere between a few dollars to a
few thousand dollars.
The questions start out easy, getting harder
as you go along. There has been some speculation as to how the app will bring in money,
with some people suggesting possible sponsors
soon appearing.
Occasionally, writers will come up with a
question that knocks out most of the players,
which is called in the game a “savage question.” The 15-minute length of the game is
intentional, too. “We want to own time slots,”

Yusupov says. “What I’m seeing is that people
are developing habits around HQ in the same
way that they would develop habits around
their favorite TV shows.” They wanted to keep
it long enough to keep people interested in it
without being too long so that it bores them.
My roommates and I play HQ, as well as the
students and athletic trainers on campus, and
even some of the Mount Mercy Times Staff are
hooked on it, too. “It’s entertaining and addictive,” says Makenzie Recker, a sophomore at
MMU. In conclusion, if you don’t have this app
and are thinking about getting it, have a friend
send you the link so you get extra lives, which
can be used to keep you in the game when you
get questions wrong.

New sustainability director is young, mean, and green
By Zachary Ceresa
Staff Writer

M
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Rachael Murtaugh, Mount Mercy University’s new
director of sustainability, is busy making plans,
including helping students start a new Stewardship
Club, which was to meet Wednesday at 8 p.m. in
110 UC for its first gathering.

ount Mercy’s new director of
sustainability, says she is here
to help guide the school and community in greener and safer practices.
Rachael Murtaugh, the director,
might be young, but she is not inexperienced. Originally from Ottumwa,
Iowa, Murtaugh graduated from
Ottumwa High School and attended
Coe College to earn her bachelor’s
degree in biology and environmental
science.
Upon graduation, she attended
graduate school at Illinois State.
Receiving her degree in conservation biology and a GIS certificate.
She found a job at the Natural Great
Rivers Research Education Center
(NGRREC) where she managed the
environmental chemistry lab and
worked with watersheds and agriculture’s effect on water quality.
Realizing she could not work in
a lab with only four other people

for the rest of her life, she replied
to an online ad from Mount Mercy
University for a new director of sustainability. The position is funded by
a $425,000 grant from the Margaret
A. Cargill Philanthropies.
“Although I had a fantastic time
at NGRREC, I realized I enjoyed
reading data much more than I
actually enjoyed taking it,” said
Murtaugh. “I was looking for a place
where I could be actively engaged in
change and not just sit and watch it
happen around me.”
She says she is here to have a
positive impact on MMU’s culture.
“My main goal is to help cultivate
an overall campus sustainability and
solution mentality.”
Just like any other employee at
MMU, Murtaugh’s main focus is to
educate students and staff about the
environment. The two main ways
she plans to go about doing so are by
reducing overall costs for the school
and reducing the overall carbon and
water impacts the school has on the

environment.
Her plans to help execute her
goals include native landscaping,
to increase pollinators and decrease
maintenance expenses, construction
and implementation of swales and
rain gardens, green roofs, expanding the campus garden, and create
the Mount Mercy Stewardship Club,
to unite students and staff with the
common goal of change.
Stewardship is not just a big
word to replace ‘green’ or ‘sustainable’ rather it is a mentality that
Murtaugh wants more students and
staff at MMU to have. The creation
of the Stewardship Club will be the
first step in completing some of the
goals she has, in addition to improving Mount Mercy’s environmental
impact for future generations.
Editor’s Note: Staff Writer Zachare
Ceresa, a political science major, is president of the newly formed Mount Mercy
University Stewardship Club. For more
information on the club, email Ceresa, at
zceresa4606@mtmercy.edu.

