
By Marshall Muehlbauer
Staff Writer

Mount Mercy, kicked off its 
2017 Fall Faculty Series 

Tuesday, Aug. 29, “Divided 
We Fall,” at Betty Cherry Hall. 
This year’s faculty series talks 
about citizenship and what it 
means to be a citizen during 
21st century America.

Having covered topics such 

as World War I and immigra-
tion, faculty members are 
excited for this year’s topics. 

“It’s not about politics, it’s 
about citizenship,” said Dr. 
Joy Ochs, English professor 
and coordinator of this year’s 
series.
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Country duet provides 
energetic concert
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British invasion:
Christ Church 

U students 

visit MMU to 

learn 

about US 

healthcare
See Page 6

Are we enemies to you?
President Trump has called journalists 

“enemies” of  the American people,-a 
dangerous, inflammatory and unfair 
characterization, according to our 
editorial board. The Times takes Trump 
to task for his attacks on the free press in 
our staff  editorial.

See page 3

Heads up:
Sweet sundae start for  
Mercy Week 2017

To kick start Mercy and Mission Week, 
join Campus Ministry for ice cream 
sundaes on Sunday at 9:30 p.m., directly 
following Mass. Mercy Week will run 
through next week, and end with a 5k 
Run/Walk, Picnic on the Plaza, and Mercy 
Day Mass on Sept. 24. For questions 
about Mercy Week contact Sr. Shari 
Sutherland at ssutherland@mtmercy.edu.

Organizer asks MMU 
to exceed Coe at cleanup

On Sunday, Mount Mercy will be 
partnering with neighbor, Coe College, to 
clean up the surrounding areas between 
the two schools. Jamarco Clark, MMU’s 
coordinator of  volunteerism and service-
learning, has challenged the MMU 
students to outnumber the Coe College 
students at the clean-up. The first 15 
students to sign up will receive a free 
MMU Cares t-shirt! Sign up by emailing 
Clark at jclark@mtmercy.edu.

MMU to host workshop 
to show Nurses new tech

The MakerNurse Workshop will be 
held Friday at the CRST International 
Graduate Center from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
This workshop will give nurses and future 
nurses alike an opportunity to play with 
experimental medical device prototypes, 
as well as a chance to voice their ideas 
on new medical devices. Those interested 
should sign up at makaernurse.com/
mount-mercy-sign-up.

Latin culture fest planned
Mount Mercy’s first Latinx Festival will 

be held Wednesday, Sept.. 28 from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Rohde Family Plaza. 
This new festival will include games, 
music, various food trucks and dance 
lessons! 

Click it:
Times video story shows 
how Mustangs get 
connected with help  
from Involvement Fair

On Aug. 22, MMU held its annual 
Involvement Fair showcasing the many 
clubs and organizations on campus. To 
see highlights of  this event, check out the 
MMU Times’ page on YouTube. A story 
and photographs of  the Involvement 
Fair, as well as commentary from MMU 
President Laurie Hamen are on page 2.

By Kaylee Knipper
Staff Writer

Mount Mercy is planning 
a Hurricane Harvey 

relief campaign after the 
storm tore through Texas at 
the end of August. With the 
large amounts of rain and high 
winds came a giant path of 
destruction. There are many 
ways students, faculty, and 
staff can get involved with 
recovery efforts.

One way people can donate 
is through the Toiletry Drive. 
From now until Sept. 18, 
there will be blue collection 
bins labeled “Houston Relief 
Drive,” in each of the build-
ings around the main campus 
as well as the graduate center. 
Desired items include: tooth-
brushes/toothpaste, feminine 
hygiene products, soap, dia-
pers, deodorant and more. 
Items can also be dropped off 
in the Chapel before they are 
sent to the Houston area to be 
distributed.

Instead of taking multiple 
alternative spring break trips 
this year, Campus Ministry 
is planning one big trip 
to the Houston area from 
March 19-23 to help out. 
Jamarco Clark, Coordinator 
of Volunteerism and Service-
learning at MMU, explained 
the trip will cover a variety of 
activities. They will need help 

with cleaning, rebuilding, and 
possibly some demo.  

The trip will also consist of 
spending time with the com-
munity members and provid-
ing them some entertainment. 
An MMU online student is 
from an area that was quite 
hard hit.  

“We try to live by the 
theme: ‘Our name is Mercy, 
our spirit is compassion,’” 
Jamarco explained, “I think it 
will be good to put this into 
action and bring The Hill to 
her and help out one of our 
own.”  

The trip will come at a fee 
of around $150 to cover travel 
expenses and lodging.  Sign-
up is available by visiting the 
MMU website.

Jamarco encourages stu-
dents, faculty, and staff to get 
involved. 

“Helping with this cam-
paign will allow us to meet 
the needs of our time. By 
donating our time, we can be 
good stewards of society and 
address one of our critical 
concerns-- the earth,” Jamarco 
said. “We can play a big role in 
helping those affected by this 
natural disaster get back on 
their feet.”

Anyone with further ques-
tions, or anyone interested in 
becoming a student leader for 
the trip can contact Jamarco at 
jclark@mtmercy.edu.

Hurricane relief trips 
set for spring break

First victory at MMU’s 

homefield

Plaster complex 
grand opening 
to be Sept. 30
First game sees 
soccer women win
By Madelyn Orton
Social Media/News Editor

After much anticipation and excite-
ment, the women’s soccer team 

hosted the first official match at the new 
Plaster Athletic Complex on Sept. 2, 2017.

The Mustangs shut out the Cornell 
College Rams with a 7-0 victory. Among 
the Mustang’s seven goals, included a hat 
trick by Carly Walker.

Mount Mercy will be hosting the 
Grand Opening of the Robert W. Plaster 
Athletic Complex on Sept. 30, at 1 p.m. 

The grand opening will be followed by 
Mustangs softball facing off against Upper 
Iowa University and women’s soccer tak-
ing on Baker University at 2 p.m.

Starting at 3 p.m., the Mustang baseball 
team will be facing the Mustang baseball 
alumni of previous years.

At 4:30 p.m. men’s soccer will be play-

ing Baker University.
Finally, the softball team will be play-

ing Mustang softball alumni in a slow-
pitch softball game starting at 6:30 p.m.

Continuing all throughout the day will 
be various activities and games such as a 
photo booth, face painting, and caricatures 
taking place on the plaza of the complex.

Related 
Content: 
Women’s 
soccer and 
opinion 
column, page 5

Marshall Muehlbauer/Times

Dr. Richard Barret, assistant 
professor of  political science 
(above) takes a question Aug. 
29. Dr. Joy Ochs, professor 
of  English and series 
coordinator, introduces the 
2017 Fall Faculty Series.

t See Fall series events 
page 4

Poli sci prof 
previews series

Madelyn Orton & Haley 
Gibson/Times

Fans (above) 
react at the MMU 
women’s soccer 
team dominates 
(left) during the 
first game at the 
new home field.
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Mercy & 
Mission 

Week 2013 
Celebrating 85 YEARS 
of Mercy on the Mount!  

 
September 22nd - 28th 

Look for events  
on flyers and  
table toppers 

 

Mercy & 
Mission 

Mercy & 
Mission 
Week 2017 

Celebrating 89 YEARS of Mercy 
on the Mount!  

 
September 17th-24th 

Dinner & Lunch and Learns 
Monday, Sept. 18 

Dinner & Exploring our Political Power (Mike Poulin)  
6:00 PM - Betty Cherry  

Tuesday, Sept. 19 
Focus on Haiti (Sr . Kathy Thornton)  

Lunch & Learn 12:30 PM - Betty Cherry  
Thursday, Sept. 21 

“My experience in the Syrian Refugee Camp” (Anne Showalter  Hartman)  
Lunch & Learn 12:30 PM Betty Cherry  

Mercy & 
Mission 

RSVP to Mandy Zieser by Sept. 12 
mzieser@mtmercy.edu 

Guest 
Column

Laurie 
Hamen 
MMU President

When students share 
their reasons for 

coming to Mount Mercy, 
they repeatedly talk about 
the high value they place 
on our strong sense of 
community. The heart of 
MMU’s community spirit 
is our students. Our strong 
residential community 
serves as a platform for 
learning – but our adult 
and online population 
have communities of their 
own – based on the Mercy 
spirit of compassion. MMU 
alumni echo the community sentiment 
and regularly tell me, that they made their 
best friends for life and discovered their 
passion on The Hill.

Community – the way I (and many 
others) have defined it is – a feeling of 
camaraderie with others, as a result of 
sharing common attitudes, interests, and 
goals. I am convinced that the robust 
education we offer 
at Mount Mercy 
is built on our 
strong community. 
Students learn from 
our dedicated and 
expert faculty, their 
committed coaches, 
superb staff, and 
from one another, 
inside and outside 
of the traditional 
classrooms.

“Some people 
think they are in 
community, but they are only in proxim-
ity,” said David Spangler. “True commu-
nity requires commitment and openness.  
It is a willingness to extend yourself to 
encounter and know one another.”

Developing true community in a highly 
competitive, diverse, tech-savvy, busy, dis-
agreeable world can be challenging.

This year at MMU, let’s make com-
munity an even higher priority. New 
students, community is more than saying 
hello in the hallway or cafeteria, although 
that’s a great start. Community means 
you are not a number, you are a human 
being with talents, goals and struggles. 
Community means you have the support 
of peers and professors who truly care 

about you (and your success) and you are 
challenged by them.

But community means that you com-
mit to supporting and challenging others 
too. Community means everyone belongs 
here. Community means you are open and 
committed to getting to know one another 
and you make a personal investment in 
each other. Community means you are 
connected to others by a common goal – 
to graduate and achieve your dreams.

Here’s where it gets really serious. Did 
you know that there is a significant differ-
ence in graduation rates between students 
in certain majors, team sports, or music 
groups and those who aren’t involved or 
engaged in a major, club, or team? My 
hunch is that some students commit to 
a long-term relationship with their col-
leagues, department, team, or college, and 
because of the community they’ve built, 
had support in the difficult times and cel-
ebrations in the good time.

The students with the most positive, 
deep, diverse community graduated and 

accomplished their 
dreams more often 
than those without 
it, regardless of ACT 
score or socioeco-
nomic status. 

Let’s recommit to 
making our MMU 
strength, communi-
ty, even deeper and 
stronger this year. 
Reach out, invest in 
one another, commit 
to each other.  Don’t 
just be proximate, 

be present.  Let’s make sure every student 
has the kind of community around them 
that encourages them to graduate and 
reach their goals. 

At the fall opening meeting I asked stu-
dent-athletes to consider a new motto, “17 
sports, one team.” Each sport has a focus – 
of course – but all student athletes, togeth-
er, can build on the larger goal of making 
our athletic community great. I asked 
them to be more than in proximity to each 
other, but to work on team support, team 
challenge, common goals, in essence, com-
munity. Let’s extend that motto, slightly 
altered, to our entire campus.

Rather than 17 sports, one team: one 
incredible MMU community.

Reach out, invest in one another, 
commit to each other.  Don’t just 
be proximate, be present.  Let’s 
make sure every student has 
the kind of community around 
them that encourages them to 
graduate and reach their goals. 

Let’s make community 
the theme of the year

By Madelyn Orton
Social Media/News Editor

On Tuesday, Aug. 22, Mount Mercy 
held its annual Involvement Fair, 

which showcased many student run clubs 
on campus, as well as various community 
organizations MMU students could get 
involved.

“It is so important for students to get 
engaged,” said Tiffany Leschke, Director 
of Student Engagement. “Research shows 
if a student gets involved in even one club 
or organization they are more likely to 
graduate on time and create lasting bonds 
during their time here.”

More than 30 clubs were represented 
at the fair, including 
a new and much 
anticipated club, 
Dance Marathon.

“A lot of people 
are really excited 
about dance mara-
thon and we are 
thrilled to start 
it here at Mount 
Mercy,” said Ella 
Pannkuk, a junior 
psychology major 
serving on the 
MMU Dance Marathon club committee. 

In addition to Dance Marathon, a pre-
viously existing club, MMU Association of 
Nursing Students (MMUANS), was popu-
lar among the fair goers.

“I think it’s cool how MMUANS edu-
cate their members about the different 
professions inside nursing,” said freshman 
Sidney Valentine.

New clubs are 
frequently being 
added, with the 
unique policy that 
a group of four or 
more people can 
present their idea 
to the Student 
Government 
Association and 
start a club. 

For more infor-
mation about the 
clubs and to see a 

full list of all the clubs and organizations 
present at MMU visit www.mtmercy.edu/
clubs-organizations.  

“It is so important for students 
to get engaged. Research shows 
if a student gets involved in even 
one club or organization they are 
more likely to graduate on time.”

Tiffany Leschke, 
Director of Student Engagement

Related Content: 
A video showing scenes from 
the Involvement Fair is available 
on the MMU Times YouTube 
channel (search for MMU Times 
on YouTube).

By Connor Mahan
Web Editor

On Aug. 21, 2017, Mount 
Mercy’s chapel was filled 

with students and faculty for the 
Founders Day convocation.

Founders Day introduces stu-

dents to Mount Mercy’s mission, 
academic life, and the campus 
community.

“Showing up will be uncom-
fortable at first—but you will 
get more and more comfortable 
as time goes on,” said Tracy 
Tunwall, associate professor of 

business and chair of the faculty. 
“Do something that some might 
be afraid to do. Show up and 
experience anew.”

In the opening ceremony, stu-
dents learned about the founding 
of Mount Mercy and its heritage. 
Students were included in a class 

pledge focusing on their dedica-
tion to learning.

“I want you to study like the 
world depended on it,” said 
Laurie Hamen, president of 
Mount Mercy University. “I hope 
you inspire new ideas and tal-
ents while you’re here at Mount 

Mercy.”
Students also received a 

class blessing from the Sisters of 
Mercy and watched as the class 
of 2021 banner entered the cha-
pel. Transfer students were also 
part of the convocation.

Founders 

Day

Faculty chair, president, students speak to new MMU class about Mount Mercy tradition of service

Connor Mahan/Times

New MMU students (above) receive high fives 
from faculty after the annual Founders Day 
Convocation. Dr. Tracy Tunwall (far left), faculty 
chair, was among the speakers at the event. Dr. 
Gerald Kreitzer (left) leads the audience and 
choir in singing the MMU Alma Mater.

Madelyn Orton/Times

The Aug. 22 
Involvement 

Fair gave new 
and returning 

MMU students a 
chance to learn 
more about the 
many clubs and 

organizations 
offered on The 

Hill.

Club shopping
Fair gives groups a chance 

to pitch membership to MMU students



President Trump’s 
hatred for the news 

media is constantly being 
made clear. After hearing 
the term “fake news” all 
the time, we were not sur-
prised that, as journalists, 
we are also being called “enemies of the 
American people.” 

On Feb. 17, 2017, the 45th president 
took it to Twitter to share his opinion with 
his 37.7 million followers: “The FAKE 
NEWS media (failing @nytimes, @CNN, 
@NBC News and many more) is not my 
enemy, it is the enemy of the American 
people. SICK!”

The tweet was quickly taken down. 
Later, Trump uploaded a revised version 
including other news media, such as ABC 
news and CBS to his list of failing sites.

We can’t deny that sometimes journal-
ists do not do their job well. There are all 
kinds of bias in our media system—but, 
on the other hand, there is a reason that 

freedom of the press 
is enshrined in our 
First Amendment. 
The founders 
understood that 
only a vibrant, 
unfettered press can act as a counterbal-
ance to government power and potential 
abuse of that power—a civics lesson Mr. 
Trump seems to have been absent for.

Granted, none of his vile was directed 
at the Mount Mercy Times. But his attacks 
on journalism have also not always been 
specific. And recently in Phoenix, Mr. 
Trump badly misquoted himself and 
blamed news media that had accurately 
reported what he said in the wake of 
Charlottesville for being biased. 

We are a student run publication, 
which means we are still learning. 
Although we try to avoid it, it is very 
easy for us to make a mistake and end up 
throwing some “fake news” out there. If 
that happens, it doesn’t mean we are evil 

people or anybody’s 
enemy. It means 
we made a mistake 
because we are 
human.

It is not OK to 
generalize and call all journalists enemies 
of the American people. In fact, that kind 
of irresponsible, incendiary language 
borders on incitement, as the anti-CNN 
chants at Trump’s Phoenix rally showed.

We doubt President Trump will end up 
reading this story, 
but if he does, here 
is the point: Don’t 
be so irresponsible 
with your bigly, 
ugly words. Don’t 
call honest servants 
of democracy “ene-
mies.”

Don’t encourage 
your supporters 
to hate journalists 

and chant slogans at them. Don’t retweet 
images of yourself knocking reporters or 
the media down.

You have so much power and can eas-
ily influence a lot of people. It seems you 
choose to use that influence to mindlessly 
lash out. Sad.

Being a journalist is becoming a dan-
gerous career because of you. Even at a 
small paper like the Times, we are just 
trying to do our job, report news to the 
people of this country and this campus. 

And that makes 
us important allies 
to Americans who 
want to continue to 
be a self-governing 
people, not their 
enemies. 
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The Mount Mercy Times is a 
biweekly student publication 
serving MMU students, faculty, 

and staff  and those close to the Mount 
Mercy University community. The Times 
is published on alternate Thursdays 
during the school year (each issue 
has a Thursday date, but the paper is 
usually distributed Wednesday).

In addition, the Times maintains 
a student-run website for the 
dissemination of  additional news in 
various forms, including Times TV 
video stories.

Membership on the staff  of  the 
Times is open to any MMU student, 
full- or part-time, undergraduate or 
graduate.

Please attend one of  our staff  
meetings, which are all open to the 
public, or contact an editor or our 
advisor for more information. Meetings 
will be announced in the paper, via 
social media and with on-campus 
posters

Staff  Writers are listed by name on 

the stories they write, photographers 
are credited on photos.

Content in the Times represents 
student writers, and is not official 
communication from Mount 

Mercy University. Editorials express 
the opinions of  the Editorial Board and 
may not be the opinion shared by the 
university nor by all individual Times 
staff  members. Bylined commentaries 
and cartoons reflect the opinions of  the 
writer or artist.

Letters to the editor are encouraged. 
Letters should be concise, 300 words 
or less, and preferably emailed. The 
author’s name, phone and address 
must be included. The name is 
published with the letter. Longer 
commentary, in the form of  guest 
columns, is also encouraged. Besides 
the name, a photograph of  the author 
is published with guest columns.

The Times reserves the right to edit 
or omit submissions. Letters and other 
submissions may be sent to the Times 
via email, campus mail or brought to 

the Times office in the lower level of  
the Busse Library.

The Times sells advertising space. 
Advertisers are responsible for their 
own content, but the Times reserves 
the right to refuse an ad at it’s sole 
discretion.

The Mount Mercy Times will not 
print material found to be in poor 
taste or that it deems detrimental to a 
person’s personal character. However, 
provocative comments on matters of  
public interest are encouraged.

Letters are due Friday at noon 
for consideration of  publication the 
following Thursday.

Mailing address:   
Mount Mercy Times 
Busse Library, Lower Level 
1330 Elmhurst Drive NE 
Cedar Rapids IA 52402

Web: times.mtmercy.edu

Email: times@mtmercy.edu

Staff 
Editorial
The opinion 
of  Times 
editors

Opinion

Faith Robinson 
Staff Writer

Heard on The Hill 
By Bailey Rickels

What people are saying on topics of interest

Being a journalist is becoming a 
dangerous career because of you.

No, President Trump, journalists are not the enemy
First Amendment gives freedom to press to act as check on bigly abusive government

Related Content: 
On Sept. 7, Joe Sheller, associate 
professor of communication, 
gave a presentation on “fake 
news vs. the free press.” See page 
4.

Mount Mercy  is using a 
new smartphone app to sign 
into various locations, so the 

Times asked:

How do you feel 
about using the 
new app to sign 

in at events or 
Lundy?

Tyus Thompson, senior, 
English major:

“I actually like the new 
app. It creates a more 
cohesive campus. You 
can connect more 
with each student on 
campus.”

Kennedi Buser, fifth 
year senior, biology and 
biochemistry double 
major:

“It’s convenient because 
the iPad never worked in 
Lundy.”

Kristophor Tomer, 
freshman, finance major:

“I think the app is really 
helpful especially with 
tracking attendance. It 
also makes checking into 
Lundy easy. The only 
downfall is you cannot 
sign into study tables and 
track how long you’ve 
been there.”

Baylee Bechen, 
senior, marking and 
management double 
major:

“I did not know that we 
have to sign in for events 
but I still appreciate the 
app overall.”

Ingrid Gustafson, 
sophomore, human 
resource management 
major:

“I think it makes it a lot 
simpler than the old app 
called ‘Check I’m Here’ 
where you had to scan 
student id’s.”

Recently, 
there has 

been controver-
sy concerning 
Joel Olsteen’s 
delay in open-
ing Lakewood 
Church, to 
the victims 
of Hurricane 
Harvey in 
Houston, Texas. 
Olsteen has 
received a lot 
of criticism because it seemed 
that he wasn’t going to open his 
church until he was pressured to 
do so on social media.

Lakewood is a mega-church 
that seats 16,000 people. So, you 
would think in a catastrophe of 
this magnitude that a church of 
this size would be one of the first 
to respond and help those affect-
ed. That is not what happened.

It was said that people came 
to the church seeking shelter, 
because it looked as if it had not 
been touched by the water, and 
were turned away. Olsteen said 
that he did not open the church 
right away because there was a 
convention center close by that 
was housing people. He also 

said that there was water in the 
basement of the church and sur-
rounding areas.

I feel torn about the situation.
1 John 3:17 says, “If anyone 

has material possessions and 
sees a brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, how 

can the love of God be in that 
person? Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but 
with actions and in truth.”

Philippians 2:4 says, ‘Let each 
of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests 
of others.’

If you follow 
the teachings of 
Christ, you are 
taught to help 
those around 
you who are 
in need. There 
were thousands 
of people who 
needed shel-
ter and help 
in the wake 
of Hurricane 
Harvey and the 
church seemed 
to remain silent.

I would hope that there was 
good reason to why Olsteen 
didn’t offer help from the begin-
ning, however, even if they 
didn’t initially open the church 
for shelter I still feel that a 
church with that many resources 
should have offered help to the 
community 
in some way. 
Christianity is 
already often 
judged by soci-
ety for talking 
the talk but not 
walking the 
walk. 

That being 

said, I feel 
that the bur-
den does not 
all fall on the 
church. The 
Bible tells each 
one of us not 
to turn a blind 
eye to those in 
need around 
us. Each one 
of us who 
has resources 
should be 
doing our part 

in helping those who are lacking.
Of the people who criticize 

the church’s actions, how many 
go to church, support the church 
or offer their gifts and talents to 
be used by the church? I would 
suggest considering yourself 
first. What are you doing to help 
the victims of Harvey and what 

are you doing 
to help people 
you encounter 
every day that 
go without 
something you 
could offer 
to help them 
with?

I still feel that a church 
with that many resources 
should have offered help 
to the community in some 
way. Christianity is already 
often judged by society 
for talking the talk but 
not walking the walk.

Related Content: 
Mount Mercy is making 
plans to aid hurricane 7. 
To learn how you can help, 
see page 1.

National Weather Service map from August shows path that 
Hurricane Harvey would take before it stalled over the Houston 
area and caused heavy flooding.

Trying to find Christian response to historic hurricane



By Brooke Woolley
Staff Writer

Fake news has become 
a popular term in the 

media nowadays. It is not, 
however, a new term.

Over 120 people gath-
ered last Thursday to hear 
the second event of this 
year’s Fall Faculty Series, 
Divided We Fall: Finding 
Common Ground in a 
Fractured Age, in Flaherty 
Community Room, Basile 
Hall. Joe Sheller, assistant 
professor of communica-
tions, gave his presenta-
tion, “Fake News and the 
Free Press,” on the evolu-
tion of free press and fake 
news, different factors that 
play into fake news, and 
where America as a nation 
goes from here.

“We think of fake news 
as something new, it’s cer-
tainly a term that’s cultur-
ally current right now, but 
it’s not at all,” said Sheller.

Fake news started when 
Benjamin Franklin posed 
as an old widow and wrote 
letters to his brother’s 
newspaper. However, it 
wasn’t until the end of the 
19th century that the term 
gained prominence.

According to Sheller, 
the media and government 
were very much aligned 
with each other and had 
the same goals. That ended 
up changing during the 
Vietnam War “for lots of 
complicated reasons.”

“The official govern-
ment line of the time 
period was that the war 
was going very well and 
we were winning, and 
there were reporters on 
the ground in Vietnam 
who were suggesting that 
we weren’t,” said Sheller. 
“That sort of created a dis-
cord.”

That division is still 
present today. “The cur-
rent differentiation that 
we see which is growing, 
it has become extreme, 
especially in the past 
year, are the change in 
attitude between people 
who identify as indepen-
dent, or Democratic or 
Republican,” Sheller said.

During the Reagan 

administration in 
the 1980s, Federal 
Communications 
Commission rules were 
changed, and the way they 
were changed, allowed 
more extreme political 
commentary. Because of 
these rule changes, stations 
running those political 
commentaries didn’t have 
to provide equal time to 
the other side.

According to Sheller, 
in the 2016 election, fake 
news was used as clickbait. 

“It was referred to the 
things that looked like 
news, that were posted on 
the internet, but that were 
clearly not news, that were 

lies, that were masquerad-
ing as news,” he said.

Clickbait exists because 
the internet isn’t advertis-
ing for the media, and 
those making a living off 
the internet need more 
clicks, so people have the 
incentive to do whatever 
they can to draw more 
attention.

Sheller stated that when 
the elections got closer, 
there were more people 
clicking on the fake news 
stories, more than they 
were on the news stories. 

Sheller said President 
Trump has grabbed the 
term fake news and has 
reshaped it. The alt-right 
media will use it for any-
thing that’s not the alt-
right media, and Trump 
will use it to refer to any-
thing that he doesn’t like.

“It’s (fake news) some-
thing that’s bigger than 
Donald Trump and isn’t 
something that’s going 
to go away when Donald 
Trump goes away,” he 
said.

Factors that play into 

fake news, according to 
Sheller, is the fact that 
media literacy has seri-
ously declined in our 
culture which plays into 
American cultural threads. 
One of those threads being 
that there is a resistance to 
cultural change.

Another factor is trust-
ing authority and the 
wrong people.

“We do have to know 
who to trust,” said Sheller. 
“And too often we trust in 
the wrong people because 
of our distrust in author-
ity.”

Sheller stated that he 
doesn’t know what the 
answer is to the division in 
the nation, but there is one 
thing he always remem-
bers.

“Whatever’s wrong 
today, things are going to 
be different tomorrow,” 
Sheller said. “We don’t 
know where we’re going, 
but we’re going some-
where, and we aren’t stay-
ing where we are.”
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Dr. Richard Barret, assistant pro-
fessor of political science, kicked off 
the event with his introduction and 
overview of the entire series.

“What does the we (in We The 

People) actually mean?” Dr. Barret 
said.

In conjunction with other Mount 
Mercy faculty, they will address sev-
eral topics concerning citizenship in 
the next 14 weeks.

These topics span from healthcare 
to civil discourse—including student-

only citizenship workshops. These 
topics are unique, according to Dr. 
Ochs, because they become a dialog 
versus a lecture. 

The official schedule of events 
can be found on Mount Mercy 
University’s website, www.mtmercy.
edu/common-ground.

By Doriann Whitlock
Staff Writer

Writers and editors from four different schools, 
each with their own unique literary jour-

nal, gathered at Mount Mercy University on Sept. 
6. “College Students Create: Celebrate Corridor 
Literary Journals,” was a spectacular event that 
brought together Mount Mercy University, Coe, 
Cornell and Kirkwood colleges.  Never before has 
an event such as this one, occurred before in the 
history of the four schools.

“A first draft that is very thrilling to witness 
although there will be a few glitches along the way 
that need to be figured out,” said “Paha” advisor 
Mary Vermillion.

Vermillion was one of four eager advisors excit-
ed to see how the night would carry on between 
not just the students but for them as well.  Each 
school discussed how their literary journals came 
to life and in one word summed up the feeling each 
advisor felt in the room that night.

Since Mount Mercy hosted the event, they 
started out discussing how “Paha” has been around 
since 1974 to present day.  Writers from all fields 
are allowed to submit their work to the journal 
including poetry, short fiction, and photography. 
Vermillion’s one word to describe this event was 
“energizing: to see the creative energy in the room 
each from different places.” 

Kirkwood Community College was next 
describing how they collect not only poetry, fiction, 
and photography, but also plays from their stu-
dents.  Their literary journal is called “Cedar Valley 
Divide,” for they accept not only student work but 
literary pieces from other groups in the area.  Lisa 
Angelella, an English professor at Kirkwood for 
five years and the advisor for the literary journal 
described the night as a community. 

“Our different schools are sharing work. It will 
be interesting to see how other schools get their 
magazines in order.” 

Cornell College’s literary journal called “Open 
Field,” just celebrated their fiftieth anniversary of 
being published last year which mainly focus on 
poetry, photography, and short fiction.  About a 

year ago, one of their students came up with an 
idea for a more accessible journal since “Open 
Field” only comes out once a year.  “Boom” became 
the title for their other literary journal which comes 
out every three weeks at the end of each block.  By 
having “Boom” and “Open Field,” students have 
more than one way to express themselves through 
the written word.  Kirilka Stavreva, an English 
professor of 16 years at Cornell called the night 
energizing.

“Experiences from different people entered the 
room tonight.  The range of voices shared with 
the experience behind the words that were spoken 
brought to everything to lights,” Stavreva said. 

Coe College’s advisor could not be in attendance 
that night but their students left the audience awe-
struck.  Their literary journal, “Coe Review,” takes 
place in the fall which has poetry and the spring 
which has short fiction.  Each year they produce 
two literary journals to give students a chance at 
having their voices heard.  Two other organiza-
tions, that could not be present that night, take care 
of essays and non-fiction in the same manner.

Not only did the schools come together 
Wednesday night but Akwi Nji, founder of “The 
Hook” came to Mount Mercy to share another way 
students can get connected through not just their 
writing but face to face as well.  Nji founded “The 
Hook” as a non-profit organization to get students 
of all ages together to share their written work 
through an open mic night.

“Celebrating young writers under the age of 
thirty-five, giving the community exposure to 
young writer, and giving a chance for young writ-
ers to get out there,” Nji said. “We often focus on 
our own schools not engaging with one another but 
here tonight we are inviting readers and writers 
with open arms to share what they have written.”

Mount Mercy University along with Kirkwood, 
Cornell and Coe made the night one that will go 
down in history with the hope of each advisor 
having the event hosted by each school from now 
on.  The energy, community and magic of the night 
swept through Betty Cherry with a force no one 
had expected, not even a little.

The parking lots of Andreas were 
closed and a bright orange snow 

fence wrapped the entire south side 
of campus. No, Mount Mercy wasn’t 
preparing for a blizzard; it was a 
concert!

Country duo Dan + Shay, 
composed of Shay Mooney and 
Dan Smyers, came straight from 
Nashville to perform for the Mount 
Mercy community on Friday, 
September 8. 

The crowd was just as lively as it 
was big. People standing, sitting on 
blankets on the hill, and lawn chairs towards the 
back were extended almost the entire length of the 
Andreas parking lot. 

As a fan of Dan + Shay, I was excited to go 
to their concert. I was also experiencing the pre-
concert hype that comes with seeing a live show. 
Maybe it was just the loud music and bass thump-
ing my chest as I was anxiously awaiting Dan + 
Shay to come out.

When they finally came on stage, I was scream-
ing as loud as I could, but my scream was drowned 
out by everyone else screaming as loud as they 
could. 

When they sang their hit song, “Nothin’ on 
you,” I could barely see the stage because every-
one’s hands were clapping in the air, but I was too 
busy singing along to care! 

The highlight of the concert for me, was when 
they sang a cover of “Mr. Brightside” by The 
Killers. Although it wasn’t their normal genre, the 
crowd exploded when they heard the first couple 
cords. “Mr. Brightside” is just a classic that every-
one can sing along to.

The Dan + Shay concert was definitely a big 
event for Mount Mercy. In addition to promoting 
people to stay on campus for the weekend, the 
concert also brought a lot of people from the com-
munity to campus.

I’m anxiously awaiting the next concert on cam-
pus! I have my hopes high for Beyoncé visiting the 
Hill! 

Review

Madelyn 
Orton 
News Editor

Fake news not a new idea

Brooke Woolley/Times

Associate Professor of  Communication Joe Sheller 
speaks to a packed Flaherty Community Room Sept. 
7 about fake news and the free press as part of  the 
Fall Faculty Series.

Four local colleges celebrate student literary works

Joelle Renae Witte/Contributed Image

Country singers Dan + Shay entertained more 
than 1,000 fans in a concert Sept. 8 in the 
Andreas Parking Lot at MMU.

Dan + Shay gives 
us reason to scream

t Poli sci prof  
from page 1

Fall series events to range from civile discourse to healthcare

Doriann Whitlock/Times

Recent MMU Alum Courtney Snodgrass was among students, 
graduates and faculty from four local colleges who gathered to 
celebrate local college literary efforts.



Mount Mercy 
University witnessed 

for the first time ever, their 
own softball, baseball, 
soccer and track & field 
establishments now under 
way with the Robert W. 
Plaster Athletic Complex. 
Both women and men soc-
cer teams have already 
completed games at the 
complex. While softball 
and baseball have begun 
practice in preparations 
for their seasons start—The track is blue 
and yellow with multiple Mustang decals 
spread throughout the field. You can also 
find uprights and end zones on each side, 
however where is our football team? 

The next big thing to come to Mount 
Mercy needs to be a football program. 
Not only are we lacking the second most 
watched sport of Americans but we are 
missing a profitable opportunity.

Having a football program would not 
only attract multiple football athletes 
but also students already attending here 
at Mount Mercy. Mercy would be given 

another sport to show some Mustang 
pride to. With a football season, Mount 
Mercy students would be able to attend a 
homecoming event which would consist 
of the football game and other activities 
throughout the week to participate in. 
Mount Mercy University itself would be 
able to gain profitable revenue from stu-
dent and faculty support of the football 
team. 

Adding a football team to Mount 
Mercy athletics would also provide 
numerous more jobs for students to par-
take in. Students could earn wages as ball 
boys, water boys, being part of the chain 
gang, collecting field goal kicks along 
with announcers, stat takers and someone 
working the scoreboard. 

Whether hot or cold, happy or angry, 
fans are always looking for something 
to munch on during the action. Here at 
the concession stand you can purchase 
water, Gatorade and soda along with 
hot chocolate during the freezing winter 
games. Pizza, chips, nachos and hot dogs 
are always good and simple finger food to 
both make and consume.
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Opinion

Josh 
Harmon 
Staff Writer

By Collin Wiley
Sports Editor

The Mount Mercy Women’s Soccer team has played 
consistently since they took the field for their season 

opener against Manhattan Christian College on Aug. 26. 
To go along with the Mustangs’ dominant start, the 

women’s soccer team set a 
school record of 17 goals in 
the season-opener against 
Manhattan Christian 
College.

In their first game in 
the new Robert W. Plaster 
Complex, the Mustangs 
played a non-conference 
match against Cornell 
College. 

Payton Pottratz (Fr.) and 
Carly Walker (So.) scored 
in the first 10 minutes of the game. The Mustang’s scored 
five more times in a dominating 7-0 victory against the 
Rams. 

“We felt we had no option but to open the new stadi-
um with a W,” said sophomore forward, Adelaide Bayne. 
“It gives MMU sports a new sense of pride to be able to 
play opponents in a stadium and on a field that is ours.”  

The Mustangs’ have three players averaging a consis-
tent 2 goals per game and playing a major role for their 
fierce offense. Adelaide Bayne (So.), Carly Walker (So.), 
and Cally Salter (Sr.) helped lead the Mustangs to one of 
the most dominant starts in program history. 

The Mustangs’ currently lead the NAIA with 36 goals 
scored in a matter of three games, averaging an amazing 
12 goals a game. 

The Women’s soccer team will play again on Friday, 
September 15, against Avila University in Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Madelyn Orton (above and below), Collin Wiley (right)/Times

The Mount Mercy women’s soccer team is off  to a 
pretty hot start, averaging an amazing 12 goals per 
game. The women played the first athletic event at 
the new Robert Plaster Athletic Complex, taking a non 
conference win over Cornell. Photos above and below 
are from that game, while the photo at right is from 
the second women’s home game at the complex.

MMU women 
open new facility 
with decisive win
Mustangs show consistent strength

“We felt we had no 
option but to open 
the new stadium 
with a W.”

Adelaide Bayne 
sophomore forward.

Sports shorts

Women’s Volleyball lets  
one get away

The Mount Mercy Women’s Volleyball 
team played their conference opener 
against Peru State on Sept. 5. 

Mount Mercy was up 2-0 and was 
bound to win a three-set sweep, until 
Peru state made a miraculous comeback 
and won the series 3-2.

Even though it was a heartbreak-
ing loss, there was much to be proud 
of with the team’s play. Olivia Coe (Jr.) 
totaled a career-high 15 kills to lead 
all players. Alyssa Weldon (So) tallied 
career-highs with 14 kills and 19 digs. 
Lauren Stopko (Jr.) had a personal best 
with 21 digs, while Kayla Daggett fin-
ished with career-highs in assists (38) 
and digs (20). 

Men’s. Women’s Cross Country  
in 24th Mustang Gallop 

Both the men’s and the women’s 
cross country teams placed runner up 
in the 24th annual Mustang Gallop on 
Friday Sept. 1.

Each team had three top-ten fin-
ishers in the race: Alexa Zamora (Jr), 
Kathryn Vander Poel (Jr), and McKenna 
Johnson (Fr.) for the women, and James 

Lindstrom (Jr), Colton Forster (Jr), Jacob 
Blackmon (So) for the men. 

The Coe-Stang trophy was up for 
grabs during Friday’s meet and for the 
fifth consecutive year the trophy comes 
back to “The Hill.” The Mustangs beat 
the Kohawks by a score of 85-254.

Women’s Golf edges  
Bethany for Team Title

The Mount Mercy women’s golf 
team just edged by Bethany this past 
weekend as MMU claims the champion-
ship at the Klocke Classic. 

MMU and Bethany both finished 
day two with a score of 691, but the 
Mustangs earned the title due to fifth-
player scores.  Leading the team to 
victory were Kayla Stammer (So.) and 
Mackenzie Noble (Sr.). Stammer fin-
ished third overall shooting an 80 in 
the first round and 89 in the second, 
whereas, Noble led by finishing in a tie 
for fourth after carding an 89 in the first 
round and 82 in the second. 

Upcoming Home Games:
Sept. 17- J.V. W Soccer @1 p.m.
Sept. 19- W V-Ball (J.V.) @5 p.m. 

(V)@7 p.m.
Sept. 23- M Soccer @4:30 p.m. 

New home field sure seems 
like MMU is football ready

Tough debut 
at complex

Collin Wiley/Times

The Mount Mercy men’s soccer squad had a 1-0 lead for much of  
their debut game Sept. 3 against Western Illinois at the Plaster 
Athletic Complex, but ended up losing 2-1. Later, in a Sept. 7 
game against St. Ambrose that is not pictured, the Mustangs 
shut out the Bees, scoring 3, to notch their first win in the team’s 
new home.
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By Connor Mahan
Web editor

 A #DefendDACA rally 
was held in Iowa City on 
Thursday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m. 
Hundreds of people came 
out to show their support 
for those currently enrolled 
in DACA. Among them 
was a Dreamer who is 
currently enrolled here at 
Mount Mercy University. 

Mauricio Diaz, a junior 
majoring in finance and 
political science, spoke 
during the event and 
addressed his concerns for 
his family and as a student 
being impacted by the new 
policy that could be enact-
ed in the next six months.

“It really hurts us—a lot 
of people that have DACA 
and those who are undocu-

mented,” said Diaz. “We 
have dreams and to take 
that away—just because 
of a political stunt for feel-
ing like we are competing 
against people’s jobs which 
is—you know, not true.”

Some documented 
immigrants were reading 
the letters of undocument-
ed immigrants. They didn’t 
want their identity to be 

revealed to the public.
“The demonstration had 

allies from the University 
of Iowa who read let-
ters of undocumented 
immigrants,” said Diaz. 
“Allies were reading letters 
because the undocumented 
people did not want to 
be present at that time 
because they would be 
exposing themselves to the 

public.”
Diaz was born in 

Mexico and left for the 
United States when he was 
3. He was then raised in 
Chicago and lived there 
for 17 years. He’s the presi-
dent of the International 
Club and participates in 
cross-country.

“I felt like I had to show 
people that at least one 

person was actually being 
impacted by it,” said Diaz. 
“I did this because I am 
a full-time student and 
because my family could 
be impacted by the legisla-
tion that could be passed 
in the next six months.”

By Madison Coates
Staff Writer

In 2015 and 2017, groups of Mount 
Mercy nursing students and profes-

sors traveled to Canterbury, England 
over J-term to learn about the National 
Healthcare System that is used. From 
Sept. 11-15, Mount Mercy, in return, 
will be hosting five students and one 
professor from Canterbury Christ 
Church University in Canterbury, 
England, to allow them to experience 
the American healthcare system first 
hand.

Audrey Sheller, lecturer of nursing 
who traveled to England both years, 
saw an interest in the England students 
about American healthcare.

“We have worked with Andrew, a 
professor in England,” Sheller said. 
“He thought it would be good to let 
them see the differences in our system 
compared to theirs.”

The group has a full week planned 
including as sitting in on lectures at 
Mount Mercy, visiting UnityPoint St. 
Luke’s, a free health clinic, the Hospice 
House, Jones Regional Hospital, a 
home health care experience, lab simu-

lations, and seeing 
the new Pediatric 
Hospital at the 
University of Iowa.

“One of the 
things they are 
really interested 
in is how we take 
care of our poor 
and homeless and 
how our healthcare 
system is differ-
ent from theirs in 
regards to those 
populations,” 
Sheller said.

Besides the clinical experiences, they 
spoke on a panel for the Mount Mercy 
University Association of Nursing 
Students (MMUANS) club on Monday.

They educated Mount Mercy 
Nursing students on their healthcare 
system and the differences between 
their schooling and ours. 

Senior nursing student Lindsay 
Ireland liked hearing the differ-
ences between their school and testing 
requirements.

“I was shocked to learn that in 
England they don’t have to take an 

exam to get their 
license after grad-
uation,” Ireland 
said. 

Sheller believes 
it is important for 
both the England 
and Mount Mercy 
students to get a 
taste of healthcare 
systems in differ-
ent countries.

“Sometimes 
learning these 
differences can 
give you a greater 

appreciation for our healthcare system, 
and sometimes it points something out 
we need to tweak or change,” Sheller 
said.

She hopes the experience is benefi-
cial for both groups of students.

“I think it breaks down those bar-
riers about misconceptions about the 
National Healthcare System—and our 
healthcare system is not perfect, but the 
more we know, the better we can make 
it,” said Sheller.

Defending DACA
MMU student joins Iowa City protest against end of program for immigrant “dreamers”

By Mahder Serekberhan
Opinion Editor

The escalation of hate culture across the 
world, according to one student and a 

professor, has not yet been seen in MMU.
Diamonde Collier, a senior nursing student 

and co-founder of the Black Student Union 
(BSU) on campus, shared that within her time 
here, the voice of MMU students denouncing 
hate has grown.

The simple definition of culture is a set of 
values and beliefs that are shared amongst a 
group of people.

“The roles, values, beliefs, symbols and 
language we use and therefore shape our 
perceptions of reality,” said Taylor Houston, 
professor of sociology. 

The culture of hate in this sense, is a cul-
ture that perpetuates and normalizes hate. In 
recent years, the rise of hate speeches, hate 
groups, and hate crimes has exposed the 
world to a culture of hostility. Filled with self-
expressing youth, college campuses across the 
country have seen a rise in hate culture.

Critics argue that the political status of 
nations has motivated hate groups, whereas 
others believe social media has just made it 
prominently recognizable.

“There has always been hate groups,” 
Houston said. “The culture of hate is not a 
new phenomenon, but due to various factors 
it has been on the rise.”

Houston continued to explain some of the 
factors: post WWII ideology, the inaugura-
tion of Barack Obama, and especially the 
campaign and election of current President, 
Donald Trump.

A recent issue in the Des Moines Register 
denounced the current president’s rhetoric 
saying, “he has continued to foster a cul-
ture of divisiveness,” which has fostered joy 
and comfort to hate groups in the country. 
President Trump’s response to the Charleston 
protests were unsatisfactory to most. The 
protesters in Virginia were met with counter-
protesters, which ignited a violent clash that 
shook the American public. 

On the other side of the political spectrum, 
the rise of Antifa, an “anti-fascist” group, 
which has embraced violent forms of counter-
protest is alarming. Hate seems to have 
become more and more acceptable in the eyes 
of many people across the country and the 
world.   

The rise of hate culture cannot be dis-
cussed without its correlation to the rise of 
solidarity and love. The travel ban targeting 
Muslim countries was put forth in January of 
2017, but it did not stay long. People across 
the country mobilized, protested, and stood 
in solidarity with those affected by the ban. 
The Mother Mosque in Cedar Rapids received 
many letters of love and support from the 
community. 

Last week, the current administration 
revealed a plan to end the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), an immi-
gration policy, which allows about 800,000 
immigrants that came to the U.S. under the 
age of 16, to live and work in the country. In 
response, the Social Justice Club on campus 
put together petitions so that it can reach rep-
resentatives and senators of our state. Club 
members were able to get an overwhelming 
180 signatures and counting within just a few 
hours. 

Hate crimes on universities and college 
campuses across the U.S. have intensified, but 
what’s it like on our campus? MMU prides 
itself on having strong values concerning 
service and mercy in our community. It has a 
long history associated to the Sisters’ of Mercy 
six core values: immigration, poverty, woman, 
earth, racism and non-violence. 

Houston believes in relation to what hap-
pened on other campuses, MMU did not see 
a surge in hate crimes after the 2016 elections. 
Yet, he also adds that being an instructor, his 
knowledge on what really goes on amongst 
students is limited.

Collier said that MMU is definitely better 
than other campuses, but it does not mean 
she, or others, have not witnessed situations 
that could have been handled better.

Collier said she felt MMU, as an institu-
tion, should intervene and discuss issues that 
could potentially be offensive to the Mount 
Mercy community.

Hate 
here?
Student, professor worry 
over changes in culture

“Sometimes learning these 
differences can give you 
a greater appreciation for 
our healthcare system, and 
sometimes it points something 
out we need to tweak or 
change.”

Audrey Sheller, associate professor of nursing 

Nursing students from England visit 
MMU to learn about U.S. system

Madison Coates/Times

A group of  
nursing students 
from Canterbury 

Christ Church 
University  in 

Canterbury, 
England (above) 

and their 
professor (right) 

speak to the 
Monday meeting 

of  the Mount 
Mercy University 

Association of  
Nursing Students. 

MMU students 
travel every 

other January 
to Canterbury 

to study the 
British healthcare 

system.
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