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James Linstrom, senior, finishes a race during the NAIA Cross County Championship Nov. 17. He is MMU’s first 
cross-country All-American.

National Meet
See pages 6-7 for stories, more images
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Mustang Annie Ertz runs in a women’s race.

Rob Brown/Times

Cameron 
Steffens, (right) 

is among the 
men finishing 

the race.

Jump
Images of   
Nov. 29 
basketball 
games. 
See page 11.

Big Busse 
Changes

A large donation will fund 
renovating much of  the 
first floor of  Busse Library to house a new, more accessible 
classroom space for the MMU education program. 
See story page 12, and Times editorial page 5.

Tech Fee 
to $250
Tuition, technology 
fee, housing costs—
all are on the rise as 
MMU announces rates 
for 2018-2019 year. 
See page 2.

Drama 
club goes 

Greek
Who stole 
the necklace? 
Audience works 
on mystery at 
dinner.
See page 8.
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By Madelyn Orton
Managing Editor

Mount Mercy has announced 
higher tuition, room and 

board rates, as well as additional 
fees for the 2019-2020 school year.

The current tuition for full time 
tradition students is $31,595 a 
year. Starting in August, the tui-
tion will be raised to $32,862. This 
is an increase of $1,267. 

Part time traditional students 
will see their tuition raise $38 per 
credit hour.

“Unlike public universities, 
virtually all of Mount Mercy’s 
revenue comes from tuition, 
room, and board.  We use this 

revenue to provide excellent aca-
demic and student life programs”, 
said Dr. Tim Laurent, Provost 
and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.

In addition to tuition, standard 
room and board rates will raise 
from $9,534 to $9,915. 

“I think it’s unfair for them to 
raise tuition without also offering 
more scholarship opportunities”, 
said Mallory Allen, junior nursing 
major.

The technology fee has also 
increased to $250 per semester for 
traditional full time students and 
$125 per semester for traditional 
part time students.

“The charges do not include 

books and supplies, non-major 
music lessons, lab fees, travel 
course fees, overload fees, student 
insurance plans if applicable or 
other fees related to special classes 
or activities,” said Anne Gillespie, 
Vice President for Business and 
Finance, in a campus wide email.

The Board of Trustees has also 
set a student wellness fee of $150 
per semester for full time and part 
time traditional students. 

According to Gillespie in the 
campus wide email, students can 
email Financial Services at stu-
dentfinancialservices@mtmercy.
edu with questions regarding 
their financial situations.

MMU Sets $1,267 Increase in Tuition; 
$381 in Room, Board; and More Fees

Christmas Club Friday 
 December 7th at 3:00 p.m.  
University Center Commons 
 
*Come for games, food, prizes,  
Christmas music, and a special  
appearance by Santa! 

                                    
Celebrate  

Advent   
Sunday,  

Dec. 2, 9 & 16 at 
8:30pm and join 
us for prayer on 
Wednesday’s at 
4:30pm in the 

Chapel of Mercy. 

Native of Syria, 
Family Man, Earned 
PhD in Louisiana
By Ekaterina Rangelova
News Editor

Mount Mercy welcomes 
new assistant professor of 

Mathematics, Dr. Eyad Said to the 
Hill. Said is from Louisiana where 
he spent six years and received 
his PhD in mathematics doing 
material science. Said is originally 
from Syria, but decided to explore 
PhD degrees in the United States 
and that is how he land-
ed at Louisiana State 
University.

“I had one friend who 
was studying in LSU, and 
I didn’t want to start new 
in a place where I knew 
no one, and I knew well 
that would (be) a sign to me. If it’s 
meant to be I will go there, If not I 
will put it on the shelf,” says Said.

Said was drawn to Mount 
Mercy due to its critical concerns 

and missions. 
“In a lot of schools you feel 

they just add that because they 
have to,” said Said.

He feels that Mount Mercy 
does not just state those 
concerns but actually 
makes it clear that those 
things are important.

He also says he enjoys 
the vibrant department 
“It is not strictly a math 
department but a natural 

science department,” says Said.
Said says his favorite thing 

about being a teacher is helping 
students to build layers of knowl-
edge. 

“This idea of handing the torch 
is what drew me to be a good 
teacher. I would like to hand that 
torch the best way I can,” says 
Said. 

He says he has always enjoyed 
and felt comfortable with math 
which ultimately lead to his 
career choice today. He tried to 
teach at the high school level, 
however he does not believe he 
has the set of skills needed to 
teach at that level and prefers 
teaching college students.

Said says he is a family guy: 
“99 percent of my time when I am 
not here I’m with my wife and 
two kids. They are 5 and 7 and 
let’s say they get bored fast. We 
are always looking for something 
new to do with them.” 

One of his hobbies is reading 
“I read a lot. Almost anything you 
throw at me I will enjoy it.” 

Mix of Math, Science Suits Professor

Paha 
Wants Your Words, Art
Deadline to Submit Creative Work is Jan. 2

By Brielle Kiewiet
Staff Writer

The Paha Review, Mount 
Mercy’s magazine created 

by students, is on the look-out 
for submissions.

The Paha Review is seeking 
creative writing and art includ-
ing poetry, fiction, creative 
nonfiction, and different forms 
of visual art. Submissions are 
welcome from all Mount Mercy 
undergrads.

By submitting your work or 

by joining the Paha committee, 
you can make friends, acquire 
valuable skills, and build your 
resume. If you are interested in 
joining the committee or help-
ing edit, you can email paha@
mtmercy.edu to get in contact 
with the editors.

For students interested in 
submitting their work, the 
deadline is Jan. 2. All submis-
sions need to be emailed to 
paha@mtmercy.edu and include 
a third-person bio.

New Faces  
on The Hill
Introducing 
faculty

Ekaterina Rangelova/ Times

Dr. Eyad Said, new assistant 
professor of  mathematics.
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Ideas to be Sought 
for 2019 Series
By Nicole Carl
Staff Writer

According to Dr. Joy Ochs, 
professor of English, the 

Fall Faculty Series was born 
when Joe Sheller, associate pro-
fessor of communication, had 
the idea in 2014 to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of World 
War I. 

Mount Mercy’s faculty enthu-
siastically endorsed the idea, 

and they’ve been doing a 
different topic every fall 

term since. Each year, 
faculty members 
who have inter-
est or expertise 
in the series 

topic volunteer 
to give a presenta-

tion from their disci-
pline’s perspective.

That’s what Ochs says 
is so great about the series: it is 
a semester-long conversation 
about one topic as seen from 
many viewpoints. Previous Fall 
Faculty Series have explored 
WWI, The Vietnam War, immi-
gration, and democracy.

This year was sustainability. 

“We wanted to acknowledge 
the ways the Earth is being 
altered by human activity such 
as resource depletion, carbon 
pollution, over-consumption, 
and careless land use, and to ask 
how human ingenuity can be 
used to build more sustainable 
ways to live on the earth and 
with each other,” said Ochs. “We 
wanted to do Sustainability this 
year to celebrate MMU’s brand 
new Office of Sustainability 
and Stewardship, which came 
into existence last January.” It 
is also addresses Mercy Critical 
Concerns, especially care of the 
Earth.

Ochs says highlights from this 
year include:
n 270 people attended series 

events.
n This is the first time a staff 

member (Rachael Murtaugh, 
director of sustainability) gave 
a talk.
n The most popular talk was 

“Consumerism: The Life Cycle 
of Stuff.”

“We will begin soliciting ideas 
(in January) for the 2019 Fall 
Faculty Series. We welcome ideas 
from faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni,” Ochs said. Email sug-
gestions to jochs@mtmercy.edu). 
Early in the spring semester, fac-
ulty will vote on the 2019 topic.

Student reflects 
on electronic and 
plastic waste

I attended 
the final 

Fall Faculty 
session, called 
“Addressing 
Consumerism: 
The Life Cycle 
of Stuff.”

During this 
presentation—
Nov. 19 given 
by Dr. Tracy 
Tunwall, asso-
ciate professor 
of business; 
and Dr. Kris Keuseman, asso-
ciate professor of chemistry—I 
learned many new, useful things 
about consumerism and the 
waste process of the items that 
we are constantly buying.

One of the topics was where 
electronic waste goes when dis-
posed. I learned that a lot of our 
disposed of devices actually get 
shipped off to other countries. 
Before this presentation, I never 
really thought about what exact-
ly happens to all of our old com-
puters, phones and various other 

electronics.
Realizing that we are respon-

sible for some countries’ toxic 
living conditions was my main 
takeaway.

Another topic that was dis-
cussed was the plastic waste 
going into our oceans. I have 
always known that there was 
a lot but I had never realized 
exactly how much.

Keuseman explained how 
most of the plastic waste is actu-
ally larger pieces of plastic that 
have gradually broken down 
into tiny pieces called microplas-
tic, making it nearly impossible 
to get rid of this ocean 
waste.

He also said that 
some waste 
comes from 
abandoned fish-
ing gear. I know 
so many people who 
fish so it really made 
me wonder how exactly 
they dispose of their old 
gear.

All of this information was so 
useful to me and really made me 
realize what impact I can have 
on these issues. All it takes is 
some simple fixes from all of us.

Editor’s Note: McKayla 
Boeshen is a freshman unde-
clared major.

By Peter Brooks
Staff Writer

According to a 2016 study by 
MentalHelp.com, 89 percent 

of college students feel stress 
during finals week. Mount Mercy 
provides several stress reducing 
activities. 

Stress buster week takes place 
the week before finals every 
semester. It is roughly about a 
10 year long traditional. Director 
of Student Engagement, Tiffany 
Leschke helps put stress buster 
week together and says it is defi-
nitely something she would have 
taken advantage of when she was 
in school.

“I remember being in the 
library and trying to find out dif-
ferent ways to entertain myself,” 
Leschke said. “I would go get 
coffee or just take a walk outside 
just to give myself a restart. If 
my school had those activities I 
would have done it in a heart-
beat.”

One of the reasons the stress 
buster week takes place is because 
studies have shown an individual 
is most effective when they study 
or work for a few hours and then 
take short breaks to reset the 
mind.

“I think you retain better infor-
mation that way,” Leschke said. 
“You have to have fun when you 
work hard. You have to give your 
brain a little bit of a break.”

“We have $300 in gift cards 
and it is going to go on the app 
and we will have an activity,” 
Leschke said. “Once you get to 
the location we do an activity 
and then there is a drawing and 
it holds a gift card amount. It will 
be a little sporadic and fun. We 
are trying to create new traditions 
using stress buster week.”

By Jada Veasey
Staff writer

The most wonderful time of the year has 
finally arrived, and Mustangs are celebrat-

ing. Christmas trees and festive decorations 
have been cropping up all over campus, and 
members of the Mount Mercy community will 
be treated to several festive events.

Mission and Ministry will host Christmas 
Club Friday at 3 p.m. in the University Center 
commons. 

“We host this event every year, and it’s 
always the last Club Friday of the fall semes-

ter,” said Kayla Stammer, residential peer min-
ister and nursing major. 

Students can expect “cookie decorating, an 
ugly sweater contest, prize drawings, food, 
and a visit from Santa,” she said. “The band 
will also perform.”

Saturday, Enactus will host Market at the 
Mount. Vendors from the community will be 
there to sell a wide range of items, everything 
from food to arts and crafts. Santa will be 
there for photos, and other children’s activities 
will be available. 

“Lots of people will come to shop,” said 
Jillian Nafziger, Enactus member and market-

ing major.
Several musical ensembles have holiday 

events. The annual Lessons and Carols con-
cert will be Sunday at 2 p.m. in McAuley 
Theatre. “It’s the annual music concert where 
the University Band, University Choir and the 
Jazz Singers perform Christmas music,” said 
Maggie Peterson, band member,  psychology/
political science. “Members of the groups also 
give lessons about the meaning of Christmas. 
I enjoyed it a lot last year because I think it 
brings the parents and community members 
together. I’m excited for it again.”

Opinion

McKayla 
Boeshen 
Guest Writer

Christmas Festivities have Arrived on the Hill

Week Events 
Ongoing 
to Bust Stress

Fall Faculty Series Concludes with Trash Talk 
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The Mount Mercy Times is a biweekly 
student publication serving MMU 
students, faculty, and staff  and 

those close to the Mount Mercy University 
community. The Times is published on 
alternate Thursdays during the school year 
(each issue has a Thursday date, but the 
paper is usually distributed Wednesday).

In addition, the Times maintains a 
student-run website for the dissemination of  
additional news in various forms, including 
Times TV video stories.

Membership on the staff  of  the Times is 
open to any MMU student, full- or part-time, 
undergraduate or graduate.

Please attend one of  our staff  meetings, 
which are all open to the public, or contact 
an editor or our advisor for more information. 
Meetings will be announced in the paper, via 
social media and with on-campus posters

Staff  Writers are listed by name on the 
stories they write, photographers are credited 

on photos.

Content in the Times represents 
student writers, and is not official 
communication from Mount Mercy 

University. Editorials express the opinions 
of  the Editorial Board and may not be the 
opinion shared by the university nor by all 
individual Times staff  members. Bylined 
commentaries and cartoons reflect the 
opinions of  the writer or artist.

Letters to the editor are encouraged. 
Letters should be concise, 300 words or less, 
and preferably emailed. The author’s name, 
phone and address must be included. The 
name is published with the letter. Longer 
commentary, in the form of  guest columns, 
is also encouraged. Besides the name, a 
photograph of  the author is published with 
guest columns.

The Times reserves the right to edit 
or omit submissions. Letters and other 
submissions may be sent to the Times via 
email, campus mail or brought to the Times 

office in the lower level of  the Busse Library.

The Times sells advertising space. 
Advertisers are responsible for their own 
content, but the Times reserves the right to 
refuse an ad at it’s sole discretion.

The Mount Mercy Times will not print 
material found to be in poor taste or that it 
deems detrimental to a person’s personal 
character. However, provocative comments on 
matters of  public interest are encouraged.

Letters are due Friday at noon for 
consideration of  publication the following 
Thursday.

Mailing address:   
Mount Mercy Times 
Busse Library, Lower Level 
1330 Elmhurst Drive NE 
Cedar Rapids IA 52402

Web: times.mtmercy.edu

Email: times@mtmercy.edu

Editorial Staff

Caroline Groesbeck 
Editor-in-Chief

Madelyn Orton 
Managing Editor

Mahlon Steepleton 
Sports Editor

Savannah Oler 
Graphics Editor

Courtney Hoffman 
News Editor

Ekaterina Rangelova 
News Editor

Logan Schroeder 
Opinion Editor

Aaron Golding 
Business Manager

Joe Sheller 
Faculty Advisor

On Thursday 
Nov. 29, 2018 

Michael Cohen, 
the ex-lawyer of 
President Donald 
Trump, pleaded 
guilty to submit-
ting false state-
ments to Congress 
in regard to a 
planned Trump 
deal in Moscow. 
Cohen will now be 
giving additional 
testimony in the Russia investiga-
tion.

President Trump referred to 
Cohen as “very weak and not a 
very smart person,” when ques-
tioned by reporters about this 
event. The President is now call-
ing his ex-personal lawyer and 
fixer from 2006 to May of 2018 
these negative names, like this is a 
schoolyard misunderstanding.

I was under the impression that 
the President only hired the best 
and smartest people. I’m actually 
a little disappointed he didn’t call 
Cohen “lyin’ Mike” or something 
equally childish. In the court fil-
ing that lead to this taking place, 
President Trump is now being 
referred to as “Individual 1.”

To complicate matters further, on 
Nov. 26, prior to this revelation, the 
special counsel investigation lead 

by Robert Muller submitted a court 
filing that former Trump campaign 
chief Paul Manafort was in breach 
of plea deal that he had reached 
with the special counsel.

Manafort was supposed to be 
supplying the special counsel with 
information 
regarding illegal 
activity related 
to the Russia 
investigation 
that has been 
ongoing. In the 
court filing, the 
special coun-
sel states that 
Manafort has 
been giving false 
information in 
after making his 
plea deal.

He is now set 
to be sentenced 
on March 5. The President, in con-
trast to Cohen, referred to Manafort 
as, “a very good person.

” So the man that admitted to 
lying is “weak,” and the one who’s 
been caught in a lie is “a very 
good person,” according to our 
President. Something about that 
doesn’t sit right with me. Both peo-
ple are criminals but the one that 
admitted to his crimes is the bad 
guy here.

In the aftermath of these recent 

revelations, the President posted an 
internet meme with both Bill and 
Hillary Clinton, former President 
Barack Obama and Rod Rosenstein 
among others behind bars.

I’m extremely confused about 
why any of these people would 

end up going to 
jail because as 
far as I’m aware 
none of them are 
being investigat-
ed for commit-
ting conspiracy 
(the crime that 
Manafort had 
pleaded guilty 
to).

There is a 
counter-narra-
tive that this has 
been a fruitless 
“witch hunt” 
and wasting 

taxpayer money where no one has 
pleaded guilty and no dominoes 
have fallen over. I’m of the belief 
that if you’ve committed crimes 
that can hurt America, you should 
be punished. Even more so if 
those crimes you were committing 
involved a hostile foreign power.

This investigation is still ongo-
ing and still turning up disquieting 
details, but I want the special coun-
sel to get to the truth and I want 
justice to be doled out accordingly.

Opinion

Logan 
Schroeder 
Opinion Editor

I was under the impression 
that the President only 
hired the best and smartest 
people. I’m actually a little 
disappointed he didn’t 
call Cohen “lyin’ Mike” 
or something equally as 
childish.

Witch 
Hunt!

‘Lyin’ Mike’ shows 
Muller is 

finding them

MGM publicity photo, actress Margaret Hamilton, 1939, “Wizard of  Oz”/Wikimedia Commons



With the help 
of a gen-

erous donation, 
Mount Mercy is 
taking some of its 
first steps toward 
accessibility that 
we hope to see campus-wide 
someday.

The donation is to support 
accessibility and the education 
department, which is currently 
in Warde Hall. In order to make 
it more easily accessible, the top 
floor of the library is going to be 
remodeled to accommodate four 
large classrooms and 10 offices.

We are extremely proud to 
see Mount Mercy make improve-
ments in its overall accessibility. 
We want to be a part of an institu-
tion that is able to accommodate 
and cater to the needs of all of its 
students. That being said, we’re 
a little concerned about how this 
gift is being utilized.

This news comes at a time 
when we’re already concerned 
about the state of the library. The 
number of librarians has been 

reduced. The hours of operation 
have been reduced. There are 
times when one can only get in by 
scanning their student ID, and for 
a large number of students, that 
system isn’t working as the card 
reader does not function.

Our library serves as the larg-
est and most utilized study space 
on campus. Not only could this 
plan gut a large portion of study 
tables and desks, but the process 
of clearing out the space is expect-
ed to last until spring break with 
construction following soon after. 
How disruptive will this process 
be to students who are trying 
to study for Spring midterms? 
Where are students expected to go 
during and after construction?

Adding to the list of reductions 
(librarians, hours, study space), 
several selections from the library 
are likely to be removed from the 
collection. There’s no doubt that 
some of these materials may not 
even be missed, but we do hope 
such decisions are made carefully.

Some of the literature may be 
outdated, but historical works 

still have value and older research 
still can be used in several dis-
ciplines. Mount Mercy is also 
proud to support several doctoral 
programs now; what effect might 
a less extensive library have on 
graduate students writing their 
dissertations? Is there a way 
to maintain the integrity of the 
collection without crowding the 
space?

Our last concern is for Warde 
Hall. After the education depart-
ment is removed, there’s going 
to be quite a bit of empty space 
there. What’s the plan for this 
most historic of MMU building, 

that is, in many ways, the soul of 
MMU?

We understand it’s much 
easier to move departments out 
of Warde Hall than it is to reno-
vate and make the old building 
accessible, but isn’t campus-wide 
accessibility the end goal? And 
shouldn’t we be updating and 
protecting Warde Hall?

Our education department is 
moving to a new, and hopefully 
better, place, but what about the 
departments that remain? And 
what’s the plan for Warde in the 
future?

The building will inevitably 

have to be updated or it will be 
torn down and replaced, and 
we’d hate to lose such a huge part 
of our history. We’ve already lost 
the Greene Mansion, the home 
of the Sisters of Mercy’s Sacred 
Heart Covenant and Academy 
that would later be known as 
Mount Mercy University. Is 
Warde destined to meet the same, 
sad end?

Despite our questions and con-
cerns, we recognize that this new 
education center is a huge win for 
Mount Mercy. We hope that this 
is just the beginning of a process 
to accommodate all of our fellow 
students—the Times exists to 
serve all students and we’re glad 
to see our campus trying to do the 
same.

If we do this right, it will be 
amazing. We are a little concerned 
about whether it’s being done 
right.
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Staff 
Editorial
The opinion 
of  Times 
editors

Ana Palada, freshman 
business/international studies

“My whole family and friends 
go outside to do secret Santa. 
However, you don’t say the 
person’s name out right, you 
have to give characteristics of  the 
person and if  you don’t guess 
who it is then you don’t get your 
present. And after that we all do a 
big cheers with wine.”

Balene Mitchell, freshman, 
criminal justice

“I like getting together with 
my family in the kitchen and 
baking cookies and making 
different decorations to put on 
them.”

Micresha Matlock, junior, 
psychology

“My favorite holiday tradition 
is my whole family coming 
together for a big feast and eating 
wonderful food.”

Bryce Donner, freshman, 
elementary/secondary education

“I love getting to see all my 
family, especially my extended 
family that I don’t get to see very 
often.”

Marie Jones, freshman, 
criminal justice/pre-law

“I like getting presents and 
money from my family. That’s 
what makes me happy.”

Heard on The Hill By Nicole Carl 
What people are saying on topics of interest

With the 
Christmas break 

coming, the 
Times asked 

MMU students, 
“What is your 

favorite holiday 
tradition?”

Ekaterina Rangelova

Library books await their fate as 
the facility is being downsized

New Ed Facility Is Welcome, But We Are Worried About Other MMU Places
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By Peter Brooks
Staff Writer

Roughly a month ago, Mount 
Mercy’s home cross country 

course, Seminole Valley Park, was 
flooded. But recently, Seminole 
Valley Park was the host of the 
NAIA Men’s and Women’s Cross 
Country National Championships.

“We had two significant meets at 
Seminole Valley that were canceled 
or relocated,” Mount Mercy head 
cross country coach Jamie Jimison 

said. “The Go Cedar Rapids Preview 
was canceled and we moved another 
meet later in October to Noelridge. 
But the water has receded and the 
course has dried out, and it will run 
fast and produce some top-level 
times.”

Jimison and his staff are thrilled 
to be hosting a meet of such magni-
tude. It took a lot of work and volun-
teers to assure the course would be 
ready for the meet.

“A lot of work was put in,” 

Jimison said. “Not just for me but for 
the staff and volunteers in the com-
munity. A lot of work had to be done 
smoothing out the areas, getting the 
footing smooth. We wanted to make 
sure it was worthy championship 
level. The route is a little adjusted 
but not out of our comfort zone.”

Former Mount Mercy track and 
cross country coach Ryan Scheckel 
has been serving as a director for 
the meet and is excited about giving 
back to university.

“I think the University is excited, 
there has been a lot of alumni back,” 
the 2018 Mount Mercy hall of fame 
inductee said. “It’s good for the city 
to be able to showcase what we have 
been doing. I love Mount Mercy and 
it was something I really wanted 
to see through and give back. We 
have learned a lot and I think we 
are doing a great job putting it all 
together. We will be interested in 
what the other coaches think.” 

Jimison is not only ready to host 

but also ready to show what Mount 
Mercy can do on a national stage.

“I don’t think the runners fully 
grasped the significance until they 
went to the course and saw all of the 
others teams,” Jimison said. “We are 
going to do our best to defend our 
house and show we can compete.”

Editor’s note: This story was writ-
ten by Peter Brooks, a Mount Mercy 
senior and part-time sports writer 
for The Gazette. This story was first 
published in The Gazette.

Coaches Thrilled for MMU to Host National Track Meet

By Mahlon Steepleton
Sports Editor

For Mount Mercy University, hosting the 
NAIA Cross-Country Nationals meet 

for Mount Mercy was historic, but that 
wasn’t all that was historic about the day. 
Senior runner James Lindstrom (Apple 
Valley, Calif.) finished sixth overall out of a 
field of 330 runners, in the men’s 8k race.

The race was held on Nov. 16 on a cold, 
windy Friday at Seminole Valley Park.

Lindstrom became the Mustangs’ first 
cross-country All-American and finished 
with an incredible time of 24:39. He broke 
the school record mark by a minute and 
fifteen seconds. That record was set by 
Lindstrom’s former teammate and friend 
Evan Bowman in 2015, at the NAIA 
Seminole Valley Stampede. Lindstrom also 
broke his former personal record by over a 
minute and 30 seconds.

 “It was a surreal experience having my 
dad be there and watch me succeed, and it 
was an emotional day for me,” Lindstrom 
said. “I loved that all my friends and coach-
es were cheering me on and the energy 
from the crowd helped me get through a 
tough race.”

 Colin De Young of Cornerstone (Mich.) 
set a new course record (24.12), while going 
on to win the individual title, in the men’s 
8k race. The Mount Mercy men’s team 
posted its highest finish at a national cham-
pionship, placing 26th out of 36 teams, with 
593 points. Oklahoma City claimed their 
fourth overall team championship with 
116 points. Indiana Wesleyan was the run-

ner-up with a total of 143 points, followed 
by St. Francis (Ill.) with 162 points. 

Helping the Mustangs to a fantastic 
finish were Lindstrom, Colton Forster 
(57th/25:31), Aaron Golding (149th/26:25), 
Michael Marshall (172nd/26:39), Cameron 
Steffens (209th/27:14), Sayed Opeyany 
(226th/27:54), and rounding out the top 7 
was Jacob Blackmon with a place/time of 
(230th/28:24). 

On the MMU women’s side, Vanessa 
Cortes and Alexa Zamora were top-100 fin-
ishers in the women’s 5k race. Cortes fin-
ished with a time of 18:31, which was good 
for a 62nd place finish out of 341 competi-
tors, and a personal record as well. Zamora 
finished in 87th place with a time of 18:49.

She was followed by McKenna Johnson 
(144th/19:26), Annie Ertz (147th/19:29), 
Emily Erickson (157th/19:39), Kelsi 
Huhndorf (199th/20:18), and rounding out 
the top 7 was Samantha Croghan with a 
place/time of (217th/20:39). 

Anne Shields of Point Park (Pa.) won 
the individual title, with a time of 17:16. 
Only 9 total points separated the top three 
team finishers. Oregon Tech earned its first 
ever national championship in the school’s 

history with a total of 125 points. Madonna 
(Mich.) was the runner-up with (132), fol-
lowed by third place finisher Taylor (Ind.) 
with a total of 134 points.

Lindstrom says he just wanted to go out 
and have a successful race.

“I treated it like was any other race, and 
tried not to over think it,” Lindstrom said.

Assistant Coach Tad Hulst said he was 
proud and happy that Lindstrom had his 
best cross-country race as a Mustang. “It 
was a blast to watch James race with con-
fidence and really show what he’s made 
of, not just to his team, but to the nation,” 
Hulst said. “James has put in the work and 
it was awesome to see it all come togeth-
er at the right time, in front of the home 
crowd. You couldn’t have scripted it any 
better.”. 

Hulst was excited to host the national 
meet. 

“The atmosphere was so much fun,” 
Hulst said. “We had a large Mount Mercy 
contingent out there cheering, have some 
of our team out tailgating in the morn-
ing before the meet and painted up in 
the cold was awesome. It was very loud, 
and intense party. The way cross-country 

nationals is supposed to be.”
He was also impressed of how the 

men’s and women’s teams ran. 
“The team took advantage of being at 

home and made it a historical day,” Hulst 
said. “The women tied the best finish in 
team history, and the men had their best 
finish in team history. Plus, it was an added 
and wonderful bonus that we had the pro-
gram’s first cross-country All-American. 
It was the perfect day, and it was a day to 
use to continue to build for more. We won’t 
rest on it, but use it to continue to press for-
ward as a program.” 

For Lindstrom, it was a sweet way to 
finish his college cross-country career.

“It was a great way to end my 
cross-country career, since it was my last 
race,” he said. “I couldn’t have done any of 
this without my coaches and teammates. I 
am really excited to see what we all can do 
on the track together.” 

Mount Mercy again will host at the 
Seminole Valley Park course again for 
the 2020 NAIA Cross Country National 
Championships.

Rob Brown/Times

James Lindstrom, senior, is interviewed 
by KCRG (above) after finishing sixth in 
a national race. Lindstrom (right), hugs 
Diane Marshall, his roommate’s mother.

Lindstrom Sets 
MMU Record in Run

Race Makes History

Jeremiah Fields/Contributed

Senior Michael Marshall, Center Point (above) is in the field of  men. Among the woman running are Samantha Croghan 
of  Center Point (top right, at right) and (right) Alexa Zamora of  Apple Valley, California. Croghan and Zamora are 
seniors.



Greek Gods 
Ask Audience 
To Solve Mystery
By Caroline Groesbeck
Editor-in-Chief

Diners at the theater clubs’ Greek dinner 
tried to solve a mystery during their 

meal Nov. 14 in Betty Cherry.
Theater club members dressed as Greek 

gods as a celebration for the end of the 
harvest season. As Hades was about to give 
Persephone his gift, the lights suddenly 

went out.
When light was restored, Persephone’s 

gift was missing. The diners then had to 
work with the actors to determine who 
had stolen the gift. The gift was a necklace 

that would let bearer transport themselves 
between worlds.

Each character tried to sway the audi-
ence, some trying to defend themselves and 
others trying to accuse someone else. They 

then dispersed among the tables to see 
what the audience members thought.

Other characters were Hermes, Artemis, 
Apollo, Pan, Hephaestus, and Demeter. The 
diners really seemed to enjoy conversing 
with the actors and trying to figure out 
who stole the artifact. The actors relied on 
their knowledge of Greek myths to sway 
the audience towards who the character 
would have thought did it. For example, 
Hermes tried to pin the crime on Hades 
using the story of how Persephone became 
Hades’ wife.

In the end, Persephone committed the 
crime. She wanted to stir up a little drama 
at the dinner between her family members 
but didn’t think it would cause as much 
trouble as it did.
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Samantha Holst (far 
left) tells diners she 
is not a thief. Megan 
Mishmash, senior, 
nursing and president 
of  the theater club 
(left), sits with the 
guests at the dinner. 
Members of  the club 
pose with Father Tony 
Adawu (below, left) at 
the Greek dinner. 

I had never 
understood 

why people go 
to see a movie 
twice. After see-
ing Creed II, I 
know why.

The movie 
is a classic. It 
can arguably be 
called the Rocky 
of our time. It 
can be used to 
teach people in 
all parts of their life. It can be 
used to tell people who are doing 

the things for the wrong reason 
to always do them for yourself 
and try not to make about some-
body else. It will help keep you 
focused.

It can take you off your prepa-
ration, as it did for Creed when he 
went against Drago. The second 
time the focus was on a different 
level. It was more about the pro-
cess of how he got to where he 
was at the end of the movie.

In the first match, his entrance 
was flashy, and it looked like he 
wanted to look good for the peo-
ple at home. He just didn’t seem 

present mentally. 
In the last fight, you can see 

the difference in the way he 
comes out. The music is more 
focused. There is even less color. 

It also seems more about him-
self than his father because he 
has his wife singing a song she 
wrote as he walks out to the ring. 
Something that is also noticeable 
is the shorts; In the first fight, 

once again they were flashier, 
with more color of representing 
the American flag. 

The second fight seemed to 
be a more relaxing color, a more 
focused color with just a simple 
gray and black.

In the second fight, he seemed 
to do it more for himself than 
his father, and that helped Creed 
refocus himself. It helped get him 

through the most difficult training 
that he had ever been through. 
He probably took more damage 
during his training than he did 
during his second fight with 
Drago.

In the end, the movie is very 
inspiring and gives a great insight 
to sports in general and the 
importance of preparation. I plan 
to see this movie again sometime 
soon and hopefully get it on DVD. 
It can and should be used to moti-
vate people.

‘Creed II’ Packs a Punch: ‘Rocky’ for Our Age Teaches Many Life Lessons
Review

Dennis 
Mckinney 
Staff Writer

The movie is very inspiring and gives a great insight to 
sports in general and the importance of preparation.

OMGs!
Drama Dinner Features Thieving Deities
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Hello ladies and 
gentlemen, wel-

come to the Truth of 
Youthe, an advice 
column for Mount 
Mercy students. This 
edition’s submission 
comes to us from an 
anonymous contact 
who asks: “What 
should I get my friend 
for Christmas?”

Chuck – Giving 
gifts for Christmas 
is one of my favorite 
things about this time of year. I love look-
ing and searching far and wide for the per-
fect gift for my special pals. Most people 
don’t want to spend the time looking for 
the perfect gift though, so they usually just 
end up giving that special someone a gift-
card to a place/restaurant they don’t even 
go to anymore because they haven’t both-
ered to ask about the places they like to eat.

Say for instance, I buy a long-sleeve 
shirt for my best friend and the size of the 
shirt is double the size that they actually 
wear. Not only am I caring for them and 
buying them a shirt that will keep them 
nice and cozy during the holidays, but the 
long-sleeve shirt can also be used as a bath 
towel! Just think of the messes that they’ll 
be able to clean up with it! 

Another way to make 
sure that the gift you’re get-
ting is perfect for that special 
someone is get something 
that they already own. That 
way they’ll have twice the 
number of perfect items!

Perhaps your loving 
partner really enjoyed the 
baseball snuggie that you 
got them last year. You 
should get them another one 
of those! That way they’ll 
be able to use that one since 
the first one you gave them 

hasn’t come out of the closet and seen the 
light of day! Sure it might be just a bit more 
dusty than you thought it would be, but 
I’m sure that they’ll appreciate the hard 
work you went into finding ANOTHER 
baseball snuggie identical to the first! 

Follow my advice and you’re sure to 
make the special pals in your life apprecia-
tive of you and the holidays!

Trueblood – Well, it all comes down to 
how well you know your friend. The best 
gifts are modeled after a person’s interests! 
For instance, if your friend is a student 
teacher, get them something for their class-
room. Perhaps some painted mason jars 
for pencils, pens, and markers. Or perhaps 
a name plate for their desk. Pinterest is a 
great resource for crafty ideas like this, give 

it a try!
Maybe your friend is a dad, that’s 

cool too. Get them some white, mid-calf 
tube socks and a good pair of sandals. 
They’ll love it, all dads do! Just be sure to 
act embarrassed when they wear it, dads 
tend to thrive on the 
embarrassment of 
others.

Maybe your friend 
is an RA who used a 
beloved cartoon char-
acter in a class project 
freshman year as a 
joke. Getting them a 
DVD copy of the first 
season of that beloved 
cartoon would be 
a fun little way for 
them to remember 
that.

Regardless of what gift you choose, 
there is an element of present presenting 
that often goes un-actualized. It is the thin 
line that can mean the difference between a 
disappointing gift and an exciting one. I am 
talking about the wrapping paper! Now, 
you will have a wide variety to choose 
from. Paper can come in any design, from 
cartoon characters to Hallmark illustrations 
to simple geometric patterns. You’ll want to 
pick a style that is fitting for your friend—
or unfitting!

Sometimes an ironic wrapping paper 
selection is good for a laugh. Try My Little 
Pony: Winter Adventure paper wrapped 
around your friend’s Battlefield 5 game. 
Classic comedy. If your friend is into a 
more traditional style, I can pass along a 

good wrapping paper 
technique. It is a 
14-step, 28-hour pro-
cess and you’ll end up 
with a totally unique 
paper that you’ve 
made yourself – hit 
me up for the video 
link. Nothing says “I 
care” like a labor of 
love; but if you don’t 
have the time for it, 
store-bought is fine.

Honestly though, 
the biggest part of 

getting a gift for someone you care about is 
having it come from you. It’s the effort you 
make that makes the gift good, and they 
will recognize that! Don’t sweat the gift 
selection: If you do too poorly, they’ll send 
you a wish list next year. 

If you have an issue, quandary, or prob-
lem about anything, we can help. Send 
your questions to us at truthofyouthe@
gmail.com or @ChuckUthe on Twitter. You 
have questions, we have advice, let us help! 
And, as always, watch out for Krampus!

Christmas 
movies aren’t 

usually my thing, 
but tis the season. 
Most Christmas 
movies I’ve came 
across are rela-
tively the same, 
but this one stood 
out to me in a 
positive way. “The 
Holiday Calendar” 
wasn’t all based 
on a huge mix-up, 
which is usually present in classic 
Christmas movies.

The “huge mix-up” I’m refer-
ring to has to spark a memory for 
you almost immediately. Think 
of “Home Alone,” “Christmas 
with the Kranks” or “A Christmas 

Story.” 
Something 
that’s defi-
nitely NOT 
supposed 
to happen, 
happens.

“The 
Holiday 
Calendar” focused on friendships, 
family and discovering yourself. 
Kat Graham stars as Abby. She is 
a talented photographer who is 
nervous to take a leap and real-
ly go for her dreams. Her best 
friend, Josh, played by Quincy 
Brown, is a successful photog-
rapher who she grew up with, 
who took his leap of faith, and it 
worked out.

Abby’s grandpa gives her an 

Advent 
calendar 
which 
seems to 
have magi-
cal powers 
when the 
gifts she 
starts to 

receive have a little bit too much 
to do with what’s happening in 
her life. Abby meets a new guy 
who sweeps her off her feet from 
the jump, but she quickly learns 
from a few wise men to look past 
his “charitable” lifestyle.

Josh and Abby have a strong 
relationship that can withstand 
distance, mishaps and time. Their 
friendship helps both of them 
grow as people and their loyal-

ty to one another is admirable. 
Throughout the movie both of 
them go through some things 
together but they figure every-
thing out, until the end where a 
wrench is thrown at their relation-
ship.

Gramps continues to teach 
Abby about life and the calendar 

keeps on giving. This Christmas 
movie isn’t just like all the others 
and Netflix did a great job casting 
and writing this story. I recom-
mend throwing this in your mix 
of Christmas movies, especially if 
you are looking for a new one to 
put in rotation.

Opinion

Lakin 
Goodman 
Staff Writer

The Truth of Youthe

Chuck Uthe and Matt Trueblood 
Sages and Staff Writers

Honestly though, the biggest 
part of getting a gift for 
someone you care about is 
having it come from you. It’s 
the effort you make that makes 
the gift good, and they will 
recognize that!

Their friendship helps both 
of them grow as people and 
their loyalty to one another is 
admirable.

Advice For Giving Friend the Perfect Christmas Present 

Netflix Offers Seasonal Film Different From Usual Christmas Flick
Netflix image

Kat Graham 
plays Abby, a 
photographer 
who gets 
a magical 
calendar in 
“The Holiday 
Calendar”
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In August I came 
to United States 

as an exchange 
student from 
Pakistan, selected 
by the U.S. State 
Department to 
study for one 
semester in the 
United States. The 
university place-
ment was done 
randomly.

I did my best 
to get into a well reputed univer-
sity and a famous state, however 
I was sent to a small university, 
Mount Mercy University, in an 
unknown state, Iowa. 

I wanted to get into a univer-
sity with an established depart-
ment of Public Policy but I got 
into one which didn’t have a 
department of public policy at 
all. All of these factors combined 
and I got hopeless about any 
productive thing possible from 
my exchange experience.

Assuming the unavailability 
of opportunities and blaming 
my fate, I stopped imagining the 
possibilities. I started wasting 
my time and resources on unpro-
ductive things. I started imitating 
my fellows and I started to travel 
without objectives of learning 
anything because I blamed my 

placement in the first place. I 
always presented my placement 
as an excuse of my lack of pro-
ductivity.

However, now that I realize 
that my time of going back is 
getting closer I am having mixed 
feelings of nostalgia and excite-
ment. Now that I am settled at 
Mount Mercy and exploring 
opportunities I want to stay 
here but on the other hand, I 
can’t wait to go back and meet 
my family, eat spicy food and 
breathe in the warm and humid 
air of my city.

Amidst these feelings I am 
getting another feeling of regret. 
I came to Mount Mercy with 
a prejudice just because of my 
placement. I would blame my 
fate which left me incapable of 
doing anything, but now that I 
am leaving, I have the feeling of 
regret because my prejudice took 
away the hope of doing any-
thing. I kept blaming my inabil-
ity so that I stopped thinking 
about my ability.

I was reflecting on my semes-
ter when I realized that this is 
how an end feels like or this is 
how death sounds like. 

I am a Muslim, and Quran 
says that death will be painful. 
I always wondered how death 
can be painful, but now I realize 

that pain of death might not be 
physical pain, but the pain of 
losing so many potential instanc-
es of doing good which we lose 
because we kept telling God 
about how unfortunate He has 
made us.  It’s only the end which 
opens our eyes to what we could 
have done compared to how lit-
tle we did.

I think that the realization of 
loss also depends on every indi-
vidual. When I shared my feel-
ings with my family they replied 
with a surprise and reminded me 
of my achievements during the 
semester but those achievements 
weren’t sufficient for me. 

A person should always be 
in competition with their past. 
It is a good thing to notice the 
room for improvement and keep 
working but on the other hand, it 
is quite depressing when the end 
is near, the room for improve-
ment is here, but the chance to 
improve is not there. 

My journey of four months 
is about to end. This experience 
unveiled things beyond my 
imagination. I never thought 
of becoming what I am today 
before coming to this exchange 
program. I am not sure if it’s a 
positive change or negative but I 
am happy for the change itself.

The recent midterm elec-
tion stressed me out. 

A lot. Maybe it’s because 
my roommate worked for 
a political organization, 
maybe it’s because I’d can-
vassed for a few local candi-
dates, or maybe it’s because 
I hang out with too many 
political science majors.

Whatever the reason, the 
weekend before the election, 
I found myself in a slump, 
one that I was desperate to 
get out of. So, like any ratio-
nal college girl, I took a trip to Target. My 
Target run provided me with an unortho-

dox solution to my 
problem—a mystery 
novel.

Of course, it’s not 
some run of the mill 
Nancy Drew story, 
oh no. I bought 
“Hope Never Dies,” 
a murder mystery 
starring former President Barack Obama 
and his right-hand man, former Vice 
President Joe Biden. I spent a whole $12 on 
this! The story revolves around the friend-
ship of the two politicians as they embark 
on an epic quest to find out who killed 
Biden’s favorite Amtrak conductor. 

The author, Andrew Shaffer, is an estab-

lished novelist who 
dabbles in parody 
and satire. He inter-
jects his goofy, bud-
dy-comedy mystery 
story with passages 
of great writing, but 
his strength is come-
dic timing.

Joe Biden is a somewhat oblivious 
grandpa type, while Barack Obama is cool 
and collected, like some sort of secret agent.

One of my favorite parts of the book 
sums up their fictionalized personalities 
pretty well: “I offered a handshake. Barack 
turned it into a fist bump. It was a greeting 
I’d never been able to master, but I gave it 

my best shot.”
The book is worth reading if only for 

the awkward but entertaining bromance 
between Obama and Biden. 

The delightfully funny book effectively 
cured my election cycle slump, and for 
that, I am thankful. Sure, “Hope Never 
Dies” won’t restore your faith in humanity, 
but it will surely put a smile on your face 
and let you briefly forget about the political 
dumpster fire that is modern day America.

Overall, I’d rate the book a solid 4.4 out 
of 5 stars. Partially because it is genuinely a 
enjoyable read, but also because I feel that 
our 44th President would appreciate my 
clever rating for a story that stars him.

Thanks, Obama. And, you’re welcome.

‘Pokémon: Power of Us’ Stands Alone
Pokémon is a 

popular fran-
chise that many 
have grown up 
with and contin-
ually support. 
“Pokémon the 
Movie: The Power 
of Us” takes a dif-
ferent approach, 
however, to the 
classic cartoon 
shows and movies 
with different animation, gor-
geous art and interesting charac-
ters. Making this to be one of the 
most unusual Pokémon movies 
that we have seen to date.

Pokémon was something I 
grew up with as a kid and I hav-
en’t seen the series since, until 
I went to the theater with my 
little sister to watch this. What 
intrigued me with wanting to see 
this was the complete change of 
art that surrounded this movie. 

“The Power of Us” is dedicat-
ed to being a standalone movie 
as it creates its own story and 
plots. Each new character that is 
introduced in the movie gets to 
shine and have the glory of hav-
ing all eyes on them instead of 
the focus just being Ash, the star 
of the animated series. The focus 
of the story revolves around the 

annual Wind Festival being held 
for a legendary Pokémon named 
Lugia for saving people in Frau 
city from a wildfire. However, a 
disaster occurs which disrupts 
the festival and it is up to Ash, 
the people and the Pokémon to 
join forces to save the day.

While watching “The Power 
of Us,” you’ll get to experience 
funny humor, great character 
development and you’ll feel like 
a kid again. Despite the change 
of art and various characters, 
your inner child comes back to 
life when watching this movie 
as it brings back some of the 
nostalgia from those who have 
watched Pokémon growing up. 
The film also caters to those new 
into Pokémon as well! There are 
a few moments of “The Power of 
Us” being cliché and dull, but the 
execution was well made when 
combining both the characters 
involved and Pokémon.

The main importance that this 
movie showed is that the bond 
and teamwork between people 
and Pokémon is crucial to a great 
outcome. “Pokémon the Movie: 
The Power of Us,” overall, was 
a great movie and it is definitely 
a must watch for all older and 
newer Pokémon fans!

Review

Elliott Heder 
Staff Writer

Opinion

Maria 
Awwal 
Staff Writer

Review

Jada 
Veasey 
Staff Writer

Mystery Novel That Stars President Obama Provides Antidote to Election Weekend Funk

In The End, Looking Back on What I Could Have Done

It will surely put a smile on your 
face and let you briefly forget 
about the political dumpster fire 
that is modern day America.
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Sarah Moffett (above) tries to get the opening tip against Graceland University. The women lost the 
home game 93-81 Nov 29. The Mustang men (right) try to get the opening tipoff  against Graceland 
University. The men won the home game 85-77 Nov. 29.

By Mychael Henley
Staff Writer

Mary Kay Van Oort, the men’s head 
volleyball coach, expressed excite-

ment about the new season. The team, she 
said, which was composed only of fresh-
men and sophomores last year, has grown 
a lot.

“This year our players will be more 
experienced and mature, so I expect us to 
be better,” said Van Oort. “However, the 
volleyball schedule got a little tougher so 
the amount of improvement may not show 
up in our record. We want to go further in 
the post season this year, and to be ready 
for that we need to play tougher competi-
tion.”

Mount Mercy will have several of their 
key players returning this season, including 
middle blockers Ben Steffen and Strahil 
Svilanski, key passer and aggressive play-
er Evan Gaskill, starting setter Andrew 
Colantone, and Nikola Stoimenov on the 
right side.

“All in all, our new players are good 
and improving and will help this year, 
but it’s hard to say because of the tougher 
schedule,” Van Oort said.

Andrew Colantone, starting setter and 

sophomore nursing major, says his goals 
for the new season include becoming a 
better communicator and a more mature 
player.

“I expect a lot out of this season. We are 
coming back with a stronger team than last 
year and that should lead to a few more 
vital wins. Nevertheless, we’re expecting to 
be ranked this year. Another personal goal 
for myself is to bring the team together and 
dominate as a main player on the court.”

Middle blocker Jarred Hall, a junior psy-

chology major, echoed the sentiment. His 
main goal and hope for this next season is 
improvement.

“Last year we had a better season then 
we did freshman year but it could have 
gone better for us,” Hall said. “We have to 
stay together and motivate each other. If 
we push each other like we should, then 
our goal can be even closer to coming true 
and that’s winning nationals.”

The men have had several scrimmag-
es this month. They open their season in 
Dubuque against Loras Jan. 20, and have 
their first home match Feb. 7, hosting St. 
Ambrose University of Davenport.

Men Win, Women Fall vs. Graceland

Young Mens Volleyball Team Grows As Season Approaches
“This year our players will be more experienced and mature, so I 
expect us to be better”

Mary Kay Van Oort, men’s head volleyball coach
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SnapShot
Meet the people 

on The Hill

Sarah VanHoe

Education center 
to bring offices, 
classrooms to library
By Caroline Groesbeck
Editor-in-Chief

As a result of a donor’s gen-
erous gift, a new, disabil-

ity-accessible education center 
is to be built in Busse Library in 
coming months, which construc-
tion starting in the spring.

The result will also include 
a smaller library with fewer 
holdings.

The new center will include 
four classrooms and 10 offices, 
and will be located on the upper 
floor of the library. Many efforts 
are being made to make this 
plan a reality.

“All of the books which 
live on this level as well as the 
lower level, also have to be 
examined in the process,” said 
Kristy Raine, director of library 
services. “So, that means we go 
through them 
and decide 
what things are 
obsolete, out-
dated, and no 
longer of inter-
est, and they 
get removed.

 “And then 
what then 
remains from 
those efforts 
on both floors 
then has to be 
consolidated 
in the move, 
which means 
that some of 
those books 
will appear adjacent to our desk 
and the many of the books will 
be found completely on the 
lower level. We’re also taking 
some items to storage which we 
are going to keep, but keep off 
the floor.”

The VHS collection is being 

removed from the library, as 
Mount Mercy no longer has the 
equipment to use VHS tapes. 
The DVD selection will be kept, 
but moved.

The staff will then reor-
ganize and 
consolidate 
the remaining 
collection to 
make space for 
the center. The 
goal is to have 
all of the reor-
ganization pro-
cess done by 
spring break.
According to a 
statement from 
Mount Mercy, 
construction 
will follow the 
break.

“We have 
a deep history 

at Mount Mercy that, when the 
library goes through migration 
like this, there are many volun-
teers who come forward to say, 
‘I’ll help you move the books, 
how can I help you?’” Raine 
said. “So, we are forewarning 
people that those calls will be 

coming and it’s open to anyone 
who wants to be part of this, 
because it will require a lot of 
people to do it.”

One of the main concerns, 
according to Raine, is both the 
change in availability of student 
study spaces and maintaining 
library hours.

“It’ll bring great dynamics. 
I mean folks will have a reason 
to be here that might not, but 
it’s going to be continuing to 
be challenging for folks to find 
places to study,” said Raine.

She went on to say that, in 
order to move the thousands of 
books housed in the library, staff 
will probably have to close their 
doors at some point. She also 
mentioned how it was import-
ant to have multiple options 
for learners, like annually paid 
electronic resources and print 
books.

“I think what we need to be 
cognizant of is the whole reality 
of how we continue to sustain 
what we offer, financially and 
otherwise, and how we step 
forward from that experience,” 
Raine said.

By Caroline Groesbeck
Editor-in-Chief

Sarah VanHoe went from 
helping others through her 

family’s funeral home to helping 
others by nursing them to health.

“I think that’s where I get the 
whole caring for 
people, being thera-
peutic, I would help 
a lot on like house 
calls and then at 
the funeral home 
itself during visita-
tions and funerals,” 
VanHoe said.

VanHoe said 
that her experience with her fam-
ily’s funeral home and helping 
families through difficult times 
helped to inspire her to go into 
the nursing field. She originally 
thought that she was going to be 
a teacher. However, after a close 
friend passed away from cancer, 
she changed her outlook.

“It really sparked a different 
side of me. It like made me grow 
up, it made me realize that I 
wanted to do more with my life.”

After that experience, she 
began her nursing major here at 
Mount Mercy. She then went on 
to an internship in Dubuque. She 
worked in the emergency and 
ICU department.

“Like I’ll probably start on 
more of a general floor to get 
the experience, but it made me 
realize that I love the critical care 
part of it. I love like boom, boom, 
boom, what are we doing next 
sort of thing.”

The only experience that has 
made VanHoe hes-
itate was nursing 
school itself. 

“I mean, it’s 
hard. Nursing 
school is so hard.” 
VanHoe went on to 
say, “It almost made 
me want to work 
hard, because you 

know that you’re going to be able 
to do such an incredible thing, so 
it’s worth the work.”

VanHoe is a part of Nurses 
of Vision and Action (NOVA). 
NOVA is an organization that 
nursing students are a part of 
in order to tour new hospitals 
and explore new opportunities. 
Last year they went to Madison, 
Wisconson, where she is now 
considering applying. VanHoe 
is also the vice-president of 
MMUANS, a resolution writer, a 
co-director of dance marathon, a 
percussionist in band, a tutor in 
the writing center and works in 
facilities.
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Diana Ballares, an MMU student, does homework Sunday near 
stacks of  books in Busse Library. The size of  the library and its 
collection is shifting to make room for a new education area.

Big Busse Shift

“We have a deep history 
at Mount Mercy that, 
when the library goes 
through migration like 
this, there are many 
volunteers who come 
forward to say, ‘I’ll help 
you move the books.’”

Kristy Raine, director of  
library services

For Nursing Senior, Caring is Family Affair
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Nursing Senior Sarah VanHoe is entering a helping profession, 
partly due to lessons from her family’s funeral home.
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